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Preface

For the past thirty years, the Belize Audubon SocietySBAas made Belize a model of a developing countr
with an environmental consciousness. The BAS was Belizssrfon-governmental organizatifia this true?] and for
the first fifteen years it was the only environmental orgamimatThrough a close working relationship with the
Government of Belize the BAS worked to preserve the courpngsious natural resources for the generations to com
They were consulted on all proposed development projectsharned against those that would be damaging to ti
environment. They facilitated the early passage of legisldbr the protection of wildlife and establishment of pctte
areas. They proposed areas that should be protectelbtaridd until wildlife sanctuaries, natural monumentsure
reserves, and national parks were declared. They leddhagament of these protected areas. Indeed, Belizeentur
enviable position as a premier ecotourism destinatiargely due to the early work of the BAS.

The BAS was formed by a group of enthusiastic and eriergeiservationists on February,d969. The story of
how that came about, and who the founders were, is tofbmmation of the Society” (Chapter 1).

The BAS has developed in three phases. During thdifiestn years the work of the Society was done solely b
volunteers using donated materials. By the end of 1984 some \ierdsobtained to support management of protecte
areas and establish an office with professional st&i¢ next five years were a volatile time with inconsistantling,
changes in the Government of Belize and enormous developngsuat for the country. By 1990 the situation hac
stabilized and the professional phase began in earnestBABestaff has continued to increase in number an
professional skill ever since. The story of this “Growththe Society” is told in Chapter 2 of this book.

Since the very beginning the Society has sat upon the samdetgee programmatic stool, the legs of which
are:

(1) “Advocacy for Conservation of Belize’s Natural Resout¢&hapter 3)

(2) “Environmental Education,” (Chapter 4), and

(3) “Management of Protected Areas” (Chapter 5).

Each conservation issue, each environmental education pesgettprotected area is a story in itself. Rather tha
tell the whole history of the BAS chronologically, eachysisrtold individually in the respective chapters.

Over the past 20 years the BAS has received and given a naffdevards” (Chapter 6). The James A. Waight
Award for Conservation has been given in honour of theeBgsifirst President since 1987.

BAS has accomplished all this with the help of its partmdrs have provided financial support and joined with
us in the work of preserving Belize for a bright future.iBe$ other environmental organizations, international aodll
funding agencies, volunteer organizations, and corporatesefmhave all been our “Partners in Conservation” (Chapt:
7).

This documentation of BAS’ remarkable history would reténbeen possible without the untiring work of Lydia
Waight. Her meticulous maintenance of records and svaightful memory of the events of these thirty yearstiaee
basis for this book. She was the Society’s first Secretadycontinued in that position for 27 years when she becar
Honorary Secretary. She was the one who wrote all thoesldor the early lobbying efforts of the BAS, kept the
minutes of Board Meetings and insisted upon action asudtrof Board decisions. She is in large part responsibkbéo
BAS’ many accomplishments. It has been my great privileg@adid with her in the production of this history of the
BAS.

Judy Lumb
20 February 1999



Chapter 1 ---Revised

The Formation of the Belize Audubon Society

January 28, 1969
“A group of interested persons are desirous of forming a local club oetsoftir the purpose of studying wildlife and
its conservation. On behalf of this group, we cordially invite yoméet Mr. C. Russell Mason, Executive Director of the
Florida Audubon Society, at the Premier's Lodge on Thursday, Febrifar969 at 8.00 p.m. Mr Mason, who will be here
with an Audubon tour, will talk on how to go about forming such a sodiag/film, ‘Painted Reefs of Belize’ and the newly
presented film by Esso will be shown.”

This invitation was sent to about 50 people and some 40 attefigedneeting was held at the Premier’'s Lodge
the house at the end of the Foreshore, formerly the residénbe Colonial Secretary. At that time it was caltbed
Premier's Lodge. The Premier, George Price, never livea,thert he allowed it to be used for receptions and othe
functions. James Waight chaired the meeting. Here iet®f his comments:

Mr. Premier, Ladies and Gentlemen, first of all permi¢é to extend very warm greetings to our friends of the
FLORIDA AUDUBON SOCIETY from across the gulf. | hope tiey will like what they see and that we on this side will be
able to make up, even in a small way, for all the difficeilead discomforts of travel which they may experience in a
comparatively new country such as ours is. Greetings also telbonwfbudding naturalists who live here.

In a few moments | shall ask someone, who is better able to dovgelctome you on behalf of the whole of Belize.
Before doing so, | would like to make a few very brief commanigat the Florida Audubon Societ,y in co-operation with the
Florida State University, will be doing in Belize:

There are about 9 square miles of the Columbia Forest Resergh s been set aside as a Wildlife Refuge. This
block of land is situated in the Toledo District north of the ColumbiamRlIt is one of the last pieces of undisturbed rain forest
in our country. The Florida Audubon Society and the Florida State Uniyevdi work on the conservation of this forest in its
natural state and on the conservation of the birds, mammals and othealanihich inhabit it. They hope to carry out
research on the plants and animals, partly with the view of findutgust what we have there and partly with the view of
learning enough about these species so that we can preserve themurf@igenerations to enjoy. Eventually they will set up
observation areas for the use of the schools in teaching about allifevil

The Florida Audubon Society will give assistance in the preservaere of bird species, such as the Roseate
Spoonbill which can be found at Cayo Rosario behind San Pedro Ambergris Caye andlsnaoch as our "tiger” (jaguar),
species that are in danger of extinction.

They will also bring Natural History tour groups, such as this one taight, to Belize so that people from other
countries can enjoy our wild life also.

Now our group here wants to organize a local chapter of the Florida Auduboetygom be called the Belize
Audubon Society, for the purpose both of learning more about our wildlieleas and of preserving it as part of our
national heritage. In a little while 1 will ask Mr. Russell &tm, Executive Director of the Florida Audubon Society to tell us
how to go about doing so.

Just now | wish to tender thanks to the Premier for the usesofodge for this first get-together and, as | said
earlier, | am going to ask him to say a few words. Ladies amtl&sen, the Premier.

[The Premier welcomed the group and pledged his support to any suddctprahat would encourage the
preservation of the country's natural resources.] Thank you, kmkr.

Ladies and Gentlemen, we are fortunate in having with us the Esee@itector of the Florida Audubon Society. He
started to do tropical tours in 1958. He has developed co-operative progefomgildlife conservation in several countries.
He has led the Florida Audubon Society in setting up wildlife sanctuaritbe Bahamas, in Panama, in Trinidad and now in
Belize. Ladies and Gentlemen, Mr. Russell Mason.

The firstBAS Bulletin (March 196%arried the following account of the formation meeting:

A meeting was held at the Premier's Lodge of persons irgdrasforming a local Society for the purpose of studying
wildlife and its conservation. The Premier welcomed the group éedhed his support to any such projects that would
encourage the preservation of the country's natural resources. CMRussell Mason, Executive Director of the Florida
Audubon Society, was present. He addressed the group, making suggestiortsow a Society might be formed, what its
functions would be and its relation to the Florida Audubon Society. Amding a decision was reached to go ahead with
the formation of a Belize Audubon Society as a chapter of the Florida é&w@dzriety and temporary officers and directors
were elected. These officers and directors were instfuoteominate a slate of officers and directors to be consideneéigd
an inaugural meeting of the Society held on a date fixed byrtigotary board.

At this meeting and subsequently, 55 persons have become mehtibeSariety.
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Inaugural Meeting (from the BAS Bulletin March 1969)

March 7, 1969
A meeting of the members and friends of the Society was htld Bliss Institute and the following officers and
directors were elected:

Officers:

President James A. Waight
First Vice President Dora Weyer
Second Vice President Louis Lindo
Secretary Lydia Waight
Treasurer Albert S. Grant
Directors.

Fr. Leo Weber, S.J. Colonel Martin C. Hastings
W. Ford Young Albert Staine
Norman Staines Henry Fairweather
Magnus Halcrow Meg Craig

Fr. Charles Woods,S.J. Ronald Clark

Gil Rosado Winston Miller

At the same time, Directors Magnus Halcrow and Albert Staine eleted to join the officers on the Executive
Committee which would handle the day-to-day running of the Societyoffidegs and directors were instructed to appoint six
Standing Committees as required by the Florida Audubon Society.

Following the business session, Dora Weyer gave a brief talk, accmugncolor slides of some of the birds which
can be found in and around Belize City at the present time.

Standing Committees (from the BAS Bulletin March 1969)

In accordance with the by-laws of the Florida Audubon Society the sfficet directors have appointed six standing
committees. In order to maintain liaison between the committee the Board, each committee is headed by a member of the
Board of Directors. These committees are not necessarilydchrse if any member has a particular interest in any of these
fields, he or she is urged to contact Mrs. Lydia Waight, telephone ad80advise her of the desire to join a committee. The
committees as presently constituted are as follows:

Field Trips: W. Ford Young (head), Esther Pendergast, Col. M.C. Hastings

Programme: M. Halcrow (head) L.C. Balderamos, Jim Parker, W. BarnRater Hill

Conservation: Louis Lindo (head), Winston Miller, Fr. Charles Woods, £dul Szabo,
Henry Fairweather, Ronald Clark

Membership: Albert S. Grant (head), Albert Staine, Jim Parker, HydciVaight

Youth Education: Fr. Leo Weber, S.J. (head), Meg Craig, Ann Carter, NorBtames,
Gilda Wagner, Kathleen Hope, Elvia Verde

Sanctuary: Dora Weyer (head), Premier George Price, Dr. Peter Sg¢hiGil Rosado,

Fr. Len Dieckman, S.J., Jorge Verde

An Introduction to the Founders of the Belize Audubon Society

Dora Weyer was the moving spirit behind the formation meeting. She antiusdand had lived in West Africa
where he worked with the Firestone Rubber Company. When he retissdwanted to live in Belize and came here
looking for property. Mr. Weyer died very suddenly before tbeyld complete the move, but Dora and her daughte
Diane settled here. Dora was an ornithologist, herpetologitaavildlife person all around. She was very interested
the wildlife of Belize, especially in our birds.

As a member of the Florida Audubon Society Dora knew ttie Executive Director, C. Russell Mason (Russ)
was interested in starting foreign chapters. She fadkrfriends with Meg Craig, Lydia and Jim Waight, arteopeople
who were interested in wildlife and joined her on bird-Watg trips. Dora decided that if she could find enougt
interested people, a chapter could be formed heresHgagot in touch with Russ Mason who arranged a toumdéonbers
of the Florida Audubon Society with the intention of metta chapter started.
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W. (Walker) Ford Young was born in Eugene, Oregon. He came to Belize in the 1960isGulf Oil for
exploration after working in Nicaragua and ColumbiaeAftetiring from Gulf Oil, he went into the real esthtesiness,
forming his own company in Belize.

James Waightwas born in Belize City. In 1969 he had retired from histiposas Surveyor General of Belize
and was working on the 1970 Commonwealth Population Census

Lydia Waight andAlice M. (Meg) Craig are sisters who were born in Belize They grew up imalyathat was
greatly interested in wildlife. Their brother, Georgec®rwas at that time Premier of Belize. Meg's son iDdater
became Vice President of the BAS, son Walter (Mickegalme the first Executive Director of BAS, and son Rgtew
up to be one of Belize first and best birders.

Colonel Martin C. Hastings, D. S. O.was the officer in command of the British forces ili&e He had been
in Kenya and was interested in wildlife conservsat{ool. Hastings was most helpful in providing transportatiorfield
trips and was able to supply maps for proposed reservé97Ilh Col. Hastings moved to Devon, England, but he he
kept up his foreign associate membership.

Esther Pendergastand her husband, David who was the archeologist from the Royali®©Museum, worked
at Altun Ha. They were credited with naming Altun Hdieh is a translation of the local name, Rock Stone Porml, in
Maya. Herself a keen birder, Esther studied the birddtoh Ha. She was in contact with ornithologists at the Muse
who came here and added several new records for birdslizeBlLater she conducted tours to Belize along with D. F
Baldwin.

Magnus Halcrow was an Englishman who was the manager of the ReconstraatioDevelopment Corporation
that built the new capital in Belmopan. His wife, Mollgllected orchids and together they published the first work o
the orchids of Belize. Mr. Halcrow was instrumentathia designation of Guanacaste Park as a protected area.

Russell Waters from Glasgow, Scotland, was the Chief Forest Officee. whas. He had a tragic death on
December 8, 1969, when the plane in which he was travelingett@®o the sea near the Haulover Bridge.

Louis Lindo was the Chief Game Warden at the time of the formatioth@fSociety and succeeded Russel
Waters as the Chief Forest Officer at the end aff ylear.

Fr. Leo Weber, Fr. Charles Woods, and Fr. Len Dieckmarwere Jesuit priests teaching at St. John’s Colleg
in Belize City.

Dr. Peter Schmidt from Germany was the Archeological Commissioner at the tfhe formation of the
Society.

Jorge Verdelived in Sarteneja and had a tourist business there. ldahegdirst to report on wood stork nesting
in the Corozal District and on the slaughter of young bivdee nest. His wife Elvia was a teacher.

Ronald Clark was Secretary of the Tourist Board and later becamedhent Secretary in the Ministry of Trade
and Industry.

Henry Fairweather, a surveyor, was Head of the Housing and Planning Deparioighie Government of
Belize.

Winston Miller was Fisheries Biologist and later Fisheries Administrator

Gil Rosadowas Fisheries Officer in the Fisheries Laboratory oiMiirgstry of Trade and Industry..

Albert S. Grant was Chief Draughtsman in the Survey Department.

Albert Staine was Director of Public Prosecution at the time of then&dion of the Society. He later became
Chief Justice and was knighted.

Norman Staineswas Executive Officer of the Scout Association of Belize

Jim Parker was a volunteer with the U.S. Peace Corps teachinggyiah Belize.

W. Barmon was the U. S. Vice Consul.

Peter Hill was Veterinary Officer at Central Farm

Paul Szabowas a Canadian surveyor working with the Survey Depattmen

Hyacinth Waight was Information Department Secretary.

Ann and Bolon Carter were Papal volunteers working in Belize.

Kathleen Hopewas a teacher.

From the beginning BAS had a lot of foreign membersddHoreign Associates. They would come here on toul
and then kept up their interest. There were some from @ahealigh Esther Pendergast and the Royal Ontario Museu
BAS used all these contacts their to best advantage beabayseeeded all the help they could get — the foreign visitor:
the pilots, the civil servants.



Chapter 2
Institutional Development

Organization

Our membership was a bit complicated at first because we members of Florida Audubon Society as well.
Membership fees were paid in U.S. dollars and sent tadald&udubon who would remit part to BAS. This lasted only
for a time until we became an independent society.

We had to adopt the charter of Florida Audubon as oustitation because we were a chapter, but could mak
our own Belizean bye-laws. On June 25, 1969, the BAS Board mbetifrorestry Department Belize City office to
consider the proposed bye-laws. By August 18, 1969, the byewavescompleted and sent to Russ Mason in Florid
with the comment,

“We trust we have made a good job of it.”
Russell answered
“Your by-laws are mighty well done, quite thorough and comprehensiVée .are glad matters are going so well for
you. We are all anxious to get back to British Honduras to enjogditkal hospitality and to see some interesting birds.”

BAS members who had left the country and wished to ioatiheir membership and persons who had come he
on tours and were interested in the work of the Sodetyd become Foreign Associates. Such a membershimdad
voting rights, but our Foreign Associates helped the BASany ways.

Becoming an Independent Society

Florida Audubon initiated the severance of the chaptetiosthip. There were several chapters that Russ Mas
had started, but it was difficult for them to handle theseido chapters. He had the idea to form a Pan-Americgatgo
composed of these chapters and several organizationihgse®ere held. The name Audubon was a difficult one fo
many of the peoples of our region, so the new organizat@ngiven a name that everyone could recogiirgégos de la
Naturalez(Friends of Nature). It was decided that Athigoschapters had to be independent societdmrigos de la
Naturalezonly lasted a couple of years, but it did facilitateghecess of BAS becoming an independent Society.

“During the conference on Latin America conservation, the delegaitesmrious chapters asked for a meeting to
discuss administrative problems. As a result of that meetingastdecided that the chapters’ best interest would be best
served by terminating its relationship with the Florida Audubon Societyl wanted to let you know the Board did approve
the new relationship. . . . | naturally regret the need torsemelong and happy relationship, but want to remind you that we
are ready, willing and anxious to assist you in any way possible in &g gbead.” (letter from Hal Scott, Executive Director
of Florida Audubon Society, April 23, 1973)

BAS Logo

Diane Weyer designed the BAS logo, which records a common eocerat Half Moon Caye. A magnificent
frigatebird, locally known as "man-o-war," in hot pursuitaofed-footed booby returning from a long day of fishing fal
out at sea, seeks to make the booby drop its catch.frighte will then skillfully seize the falling morsdkaving the
hapless booby to fly home with nothing to feed its chiitibwever, frigates and boobies have coexisted at HMC verya
long time.

Field Trips

W. Ford Young

Soon after the establishment of the Belize Audubon Sotletydirectors felt that it would be in the interestrod
members of the Society to organize birding field tripaaagular basis. Ford Young, a founding member, voluntéered
undertake the organization and conducting of trips on one Sunéaygloimonth.

Ford, a lover of the outdoors, having been raised on a ifar@regon and working in the geological field in
Colombia, Nicaragua, and Belize as an employee of GUIE@poration, was an experienced field trip organizaiso,
he was in the real estate business and had an open haatiRbaer so he was able to provide transportation for th
groups.

Other members often brought their own vehicles and sometinpesticipant would donate a small amount tc
Ford to help cover the cost of gasoline. When the Land Rmitdoo old for this work, Ford got a Chevrolet pickup anc

4



installed upholstered seats and a roof with canvas cuitaitee back. This was appropriately labeled the "Audubo
Birder."

Ford enlisted the services of Meg Craig, another foundiember, to accompany him on all trips and act as
recorder. In addition to being a project recorder, Megls® a knowledgeable self-trained botanist and was able
contribute greatly by identifying various plants encountenmethe trips.

Dora Weyer, a founding member and perhaps most resporisibide establishment of the Society, is an
excellent ornithologist and was most helpful in identifyingsural species when she could participate.

Trips were taken each month and were either half ordayl trips. The first trip was a half day to the Mayan
ruins of Altun Ha, some 32 miles from Belize City justttie old Northern Highway. Thirty-seven species of birdsewe
identified. The number of participants on the trips ranigech about 6 to 30. It was most gratifying to note that «
number of students were regular participants.

It was not unusual for birders from abroad, who were visiietize, to join the trips. The number of species
recorded varied widely, depending on whether it was adnaifhole day trip, the time of year and the weather. &sza
the trips were taken during the middle of the day, many spacie® in early morning or late afternoon were not seen.

One rather surprising count occurred on November 11, 1973 whelh dafarip in Belize City produced 57
species. Among the more popular trips were those to Blg Ranch, along the various roads from the Western Highwe
to the Sibun River, Guanacaste Park and the Hummingbird ligh®@ummaries of each Sunday's trip were included i
the monthly bulletin published by Mrs. Lydia Waight, seaneta

In addition to the field trips, local members were invitedoin trips arranged by visiting groups such as the
Canadian Audubon Society and Russ Mason's Flying Cames.T Some members of the local Society also partaipat
in bird banding programmes run by Dora Weyer in the vicinithef residence off the Western Highway, Guanacas
Park and the Columbia Forest Reserve.

Christmas Bird Counts
W. Ford Young

Christmas Bird Counts (CBCs) are controlled by theidsal Audubon Society in the United States and the
results of individual counts are published each year in thegbAmerican Birds At present, CBCs are organized and
reported by local Audubon Societies in Canada, the USé&xidd, Central America, Northern South America arel th
Caribbean.

A local CBC covers a 24-hour day in an area consisting afcde 15 miles in diameter and is held annually
during a period of about two weeks designated by the Natdardhibon Society and including the Christmas Holidays.

The local Society appoints a compiler who organizes dniews parties to participate in the count, assigning the
to certain parts of the count area. Then the compiletiés a tally of species and the number of birdséh species for
submission to the National Audubon Saociety. Also includedlist @f species seen in the count area during the cou
period, but not on count day.

This report also gives a description of the count amekuding location, type of terrain, any body of water, the
weather condition, the number of parties and names of ipartts, as well as the total party hours and miles broke
down into those spent on foot, in vehicles and in boatsd ¥oung was appointed compiler and sent the first tegor
1969 and 1970 to the Florida Audubon Society. Subsequentgepmg sent directly to the National Audubon Society.

The first count area established in Belize was cedtabout three miles north 34 degrees east of the village
Burrell Boom and was referred to as the Belize City canea. It included the old Northern Highway from mile &4,
sea coast from 3 miles NW of Belize River mouth to 3/4 afile beyond Potts Creek mouth, Bermudian Landing roa
from Burrell Boom to 3/4 of a mile beyond Sebastian Bridge, EluSseek from 1 3/4 miles above Sebastian Bridge ti
the Belize River, the Belize River from Lime Walk to 31&4i above Haulover Bridge, Salt Creek Estate, Tenness
Agriculture, Belize Offshore Growers, airport areagydlle, Sand Hill and the Sanatorium 2 miles north atti¢ville.

The largest number of species recorded in any BelizecGunt was 212 and the smallest number was 160. TI
maximum number of birds seen on a count was 28,512 amovthst number was 2,418. The large number of birds we
due to encountering the migration of the Tree Swallowcwbbuld be seen in the thousands along the Northern Highwe
The number of species and birds seen would also depetiet number of participants and the weather.

Young remained compiler through 1986, but later due to illneskl aot continue the rough ride in the pickup.
The job of compiler was then taken over by Lydia Waight and ®raig, followed by Dr. Douglas James and finally by
Mick Craig who has remained compiler.



The second CBC to be established in Belize was knowmeaBealmopan count area and centered 2.25 miles et
of mile post 49 on the Hummingbird Highway. It included Bgdairg Guanacaste Park, Caves Branch and Sibun cac
plantation, the Western Highway from Beaver Dam Creekamdlote, parts of the More Tomorrow and Never Dela;
Roads, and the Hummingbird Highway from the Western Highwajlver Creek.

The sequence of compilers was the same as for theeB&iiy count. The lowest number of species identifiec
was 137 and the highest 195. The smallest number of bedsases 1,375 and the largest, 3,795.

A third Christmas Bird count, with its center at Wiage of Gallon Jug, was established in 1990 by Bruc
Miller, compiler. It included Laguna Seca, the soemld of the Booth's River escarpment, Sylvester's camp amdttie
end of Chan Chich Creek. Except for a cleared area of @000 acres around Gallon Jug, the balance consists
Tropical Moist Forest with access on foot along old loggiads opened by Belize Estate and Produce Co. Ltchyma
years ago. This count area has the advantage of suppoaimg forest birds not normally found in the other two coun
areas.

The number of species recorded in this count areadréed, from 183 to 208, with the number of birds recorde
ranging from 2,183 to 2,8109.

First Annual General Meeting

The first BAS Annual General Meetig was held on Thursdaghruary 19, 1970, in St. Catherine Convent
Auditorium. The following quote from thBAS Bulletinof February, 1970 gives the flavour of the discussions th:
occurred at that meeting:

The meeting then went on to discuss projects for the comingviiedr had been presented on the agenda as follows:

1. A vigorous membership drive. We feel that our impact would be greapgoportion to a larger membership.
Requests to Government will have a greater influence and oueinti on the attitude of the people of this country
towards their wildlife and natural resources will increase witlatger membership.

2. A study of the pesticides problem as it is already developarg, with the hope that recommendations to
Government, based on solid information, might be helpful.

3. Education programme on the game laws particularly aimed at inviting Govatriméain police personnel to act
as game wardens, enforcing the game laws as they already do théaother

4. Further efforts to protect the Jabiru, jaguars, ocelots and Mdeeletocodile. These animals are under severe
pressure and badly need help in order to survive.

5. Coral Reef Reserve project, which is already well on its Wajf (Moon Caye)

6. Further efforts towards setting aside of Cayo Rosario and Cayos Pajaroa breeding reserve for Roseate
Spoonbills, Reddish Egrets and White Ibis.

7. Increased efforts in youth education.

8. Programme of requesting private landowners to set their land asid@Vildlife Reserves” in co-operation with our
Society. Many large owners have already indicated their intémejsining with us on such a project. This not only
gives some of our species protected range, but is of considedalziatienal value.

9. Crooked Tree Lagoon Water Bird Reserve. This area, during the twdsnohsevere dry, harbours almost our
entire population of certain water birds. As more and more hunting ahthdi camps for tourist trade develop in
that region, it behooves us to protect these species airttef year.

After some discussion, it was decided to work on all the glroyects during the coming year, all members joining with

the various committees and combining their efforts on each partiptddtem as it was dealt with.

The First Years

This letter from Eugene Eisenmann, Vice President of therrational Counsel for Bird Preservation — Pan
American Section, provides a nice summary of the fivetfears of the Belize Audubon Society.

“I peruse with interest and admiration your Bulletin, which has appeavi¢id regularly. The President’s report of
1974 is one of which you may well be proud. Not only have you issuedtenBvith regularity and held frequent field trips,
organized lectures and other educational activities, but you have beeniexalypeffective in persuading the government of
your country to set aside national parks and reserves. You are fortunh#ing a government whose leaders are aware of
the importance of reserving wild habitats and fauna for aestheticiofiatras well as touristic and economic reasons. Your
natural history postage stamps are among the most beautiful of any issuedsasfdriterest to know that a new issue of bird
stamps and coins containing birds will soon appear. Let me congrathlatefficers and members of the Belize Audubon
Society for having made this relatively small organization one onibet vigorous conservation and ornithological societies
in tropical America.” (Letter from Eugene Eisenman, 3 June 1975)

The response from President James Waight was equalaneleg
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“We are very fortunate in having an active and interested group as merabeur Board and | know that your
recognition of the results of their efforts will be grgatppreciated. A great deal of credit must be given to MidialWaight,
our very capable and efficient secretary who edits the monthlgtBullt was very gratifying indeed to receive your letter.
will be more than happy to bring it to the attention of the BadrDirectors.”

During the next ten years, from 1975 through 1984, the structuractinities of the BAS remained essentially
the same. The business of the Society was carried out bghignomeetings of the Board of Directors and the Annua
General Meeting of the entire Society. Lectures by wigiicholars were held whenever opportunities arose. Theaofork
the Society — environmental education, management of prdtacgas, and advocacy — was done by volunteers wi
donated equipment and materials. The BAS remained theepuwisonmental organization in Belize.

A Time of Change

The end of 1984 brought many changes to the BAS. It was thenfragiof grant-funded projects to support the
management of protected areas. Funds were obtainedrnicaopefice and hire staff. For the first time inhistory, the
Government of Belize changed when the opposition party won tlioeledn December of 1984. Two proposed
development projects for Belize brought international cweirsy and attention, along with conflicts within the Society
Other environmental organizations were formed. In shortythiag changed.

When Government changed in 1984, concerns were raised whethewtigeveenment would support Audubon
because there were so many of the former Prime Mirgstelatives involved. The invitation to the sixteenth BAS AGM
was issued, along with the slate of officers proposecéyrbminating committee. But many members raised concer
about the slate, which was dominated by foreigners and ceahgaxgely of persons supporting the Crane game ran
project, which is described in detail in Chapter 3 on Advocabg. AGM was held as scheduled on Februaf{; 1985,
but was adjourned until March 2 when a new slate was presented and elected. To rebalverisis, James Waight
served as President for one more year. The next yeariddor \Gonzalez was elected BAS President.

Some of the American ex-patriate members of the BAS Bimainded a new society, the Belize Heritage Society
It was to be an umbrella organization that could respmickly to environmental crises and to fund-raising opportunities
but it only lasted a couple of years.

Despite the expressed concerns, BAS worked well witinéinegovernment. Hon. Dean Lindo, the new Ministel
of Natural Resources, was very supportive of conservatigarieral. He established several reserves, including Hol Ch
Marine, Guanacaste National Park, Blue Hole Nationak Rad Tapir Mountain Nature Reserve (then Society Hal
Nature Reserve). The Cockscomb Forest Reserve hadyalvean declared as a No Hunting Area in 1984, but the peoy
at the World Wildlife Fund wanted to support Cockscomb &egl tvere concerned that the Forest Reserve status was
a very secure tenure because it could be dereserved. Mhedames Hyde found out that there was part of th
Cockscomb Basin that had been leased and was not indludleel Forest Reserve, so in 1986 Mr. Lindo declared th:
small area (3,600 acres) Cockscomb Basin Wildlife Sanctuar

BAS Administrative Staff

By the end of 1984, BAS had received several grants to sugiigomanagement of protected areas in Belize, b
until the offer from the Massachusetts Audubon Society (MA®)ne had included any support for genera
administration.

“Byron Swift has brought us the good news that MAS would be willing to priawids for Belize Audubon Society to
hire an executive staff person along with a small office and yaet $ecretarial assistant, until we are able to provide these
ourselves. As you know, this may take five or six years.idhis important step for the Belize Audubon Society, raising it
above the purely volunteer stage.

“The past two years have seen both the development of a greateamangnmental problems, and a number of
opportunities to improve and expand conservation education, asasvétl begin the work on a system of parks and wildlife
reserves. This has created a real drain on our resources and guniil ease this considerably. . .

[Our priority objectives are:]

A. To establish protected areas and provide management fadngxasid proposed reserves, including
1. Half Moon Caye ...
2. Proposed Reserves. Three large reserves, Crooked Treev&e&mickscomb Basin Jaguar Reserve and Bladen

Rainforest Reserve, have been proposed to the Belize Gonernme

3. Sites for future reserves. . .[following list].
4. Manatee Reserve at Manatee Lagoon
5. Mussel Creek Wildlife Reserve (for tapir, Morelet’s cratpdvood storks, boat-billed herons, and others)
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Bermudian Landing Village (black howler monkeys live here insaodnd the village in complete harmony)
Glover's Reef (large, and only, nesting colony of noddy terBelize)

Mangrove Forest Reserve at Temash River mouth

The Bald Hills (endemic palms, bromeliads and orchids in the vdiiygeen these hills)

10 Gracey Rock area (cockpit karst limestone forest)

11. Saltwater Crocodile Reserve — two locations on Turneffe Reef ghthbuse Reef

©o~No

B. To expand and improve our conservation education programs. We wétdieing help, both from WWF Norway and from

RARE, Inc., during the coming year for this program. We hope to wapar slide shows for the schools, start a poster
program for the schools, and expand our newsletter and distribute it frithary schools as well as the secondary schools,
which we are currently doing.” (Letter to Dr. Gerard Betid, MAS President)

The BAS Office at 49 Southern Foreshore opened January 2, 1988/ader (Mickey) Craig was employed as
part-time Executive Director. A year later MAS announadil/e-year commitment of increased support, allowing for :
full-time Executive Director.

“BAS has come a long way since the 1960’s, and is still growing effibrts to meet challenges it has accepted. With
financial help from the MAS and the Audubon Alliance, it hasitichired staff and opened an office.

“The Alliance has pledged to support the office for up to five yeginde a campaign to raise an endowment to
support BAS’ future operations is underway. . . .

“It is fortunate for Belize that there is a Belize Audubon Sggiesays Dr. Archie Carr Il of NYZS's Wildlife
Conservation International, "but it is the responsibility of gameents all over the world to support parks. ...

“In the meantime, a firm foundation is being laid through the privatévities of the Belize Audubon Society and its
international collaborators."The Biospherdo. 2, Spring, 1985)

In April of 1987 a group from MAS, including Dr. Gerard A. Barid and three MAS Board members, visited
Belize and reiterated their support for the BAS. They dad this support was to help the BAS manage the establish
reserves.

But two months later MAS Vice President James Bairitedsa BAS Board Meeting and expressed concer
about BAS progress. By the fall of 1987 the level of funding ftbenMAS had been reduced and the Executive Directc
position reduced to half-time. BAS sent MAS a 19-page tephat showed detail on the park management, 216
increase in number of members and 367% increase ommdrom memberships, and reported $30,221.18 in tt
endowment fund.

But this was not satisfactory progress from the MAS poinie#. The BAS had been proceeding on the basis ¢
their objectives stated in the original proposal letbert the MAS expected long-range planning. Following the Janua
19, 1989, BAS Board of Directors meeting, which JamesdBsdtended, he sent a document describing MAS’ long-rang
planning process for the BAS to use as a guide. However, idnfuhad already been withdrawn. An urgent appeal we
sent out and a donation of $1,000 from the Regent Insurance GpmEvented the closure of the office.

A few months later the MAS agreed to provide $1,000 a montHaw ¢he BAS to keep an office open with
clerical support, but without an Executive Director. In timeantime, MAS announced the formation of a new
organization, Programme for Belize, which would managéatids that MAS was prepared to purchase in Belize.

[Programme for Belize] is intended to be an “umbrella” efforthtelp raise much greater financial and technical
assistance for a variety of conservation and development work ire Bglietter from Bill Burley to “Friends in Belize,”
December 30, 1987)

Later MAS made another contribution to BAS Administratibhrough Programme for Belize, they provided the
funds for the salary of a trainee, Mrs. Dolores Godfrdyp began on February 1, 1990, and later became BAS’ seco
Executive Director. Wild Wings Foundation provided the furmisaf Protected Areas Manager, Osmany Salas, whabeg
work in August of 1990. A joint project with the Coastal Zdianagement Project (CZM) provided an Environmenta
Educator from 1991 to 1995 when the position of Environmental Edudatordinator was created under funding from
the World Wildlife Fund. WWF supported the position for aboutedrs and then Global Enivironmental Facilities-
sponsored CZM continued the support when it started up in 1993.

In 1993 Christine Anthony was appointed as BAS’ first AccanntAn Advocacy Coordinator was added in
1998. The field staff and office support staff has growpgronally as shown in the following graph.



Organizational Structure of BAS

BAS Membership is open to anyone concerned with preservingatural heritage. There are several categorie
of membership, including Foreign Associate for non-residémeign Student, Family, Individual, Student, Supporting
Patron, Bronze, Silver, Platinum and Friends to th&$drhe first year there were 55 members and that eumd
doubled by 1981. Growth has been steady as can be seen Qgyapte of income from membership. Our presen
membership totals nearly 400 local members, and over 20@ricassociates.

The governing body of BAS is its Board of Directors, consistif seven officers, (president, two vice-presidents
three secretaries and treasurer) and a maximum ofaglwdt directors. The Board is elected at the annual ganerding
for staggered two-year terms. In 1972, when BAS wanted toHaugirea that became Guanacaste Park, the attorney t
them that a membership club could not own property. So,sbieyp a Board of Trustees, including Ford Young, Jame
Waight and Meg Craig. That continued until 1990 when BAS becartimited liability company and the Board of
Directors could represent the Society. Then in 1997 BAsted another Board of Trustees to manage the BA
Endowment Fund. The organizational chart of the BAS is sliomiow.

BAS Chapters

The Cayo Chapter was formally established at a meetigain Ignacio on November 26, 1990, with Dr. Victor
Gongora and Mr. John Link as co-chairpersons. The Plac@mapter was inducted on January 8, 1994, at Placenc
village. Wade Bevier was installed as president.

Financial Trials

The road has not been completely smooth for the BAS.eTlasses occurred within one year. On th& aB
February, 1989, Ford Young's office was burglarized and,esims Secretary was BAS’ Treasurer, some $800 of BA
money was stolen. The next December a messenger forged $3,80@fBAS checks and left the country before it was
discovered. Then on February, 8990, the upstairs flat had a plumbing leak which floodedffiee destroying many
files.

In 1995 BAS met with a financial crisis . [is there a way to describe what happened without memning
any individuals involved?]

Cooperation with the Government of Belize

In order to provide the conservation point of view to thoséénhtighest positions, gift subscriptions to wildlife
and conservation magazines were sent to the Chief FOfeiser and other Government officials. BAS lobbied the
Government for the creation of the position of Conservatioficédf Lucilo Sosa Bricefio was appointed the first
Conservation Officer in June of 1971. We wrote to Mr. Sassuring him of our full cooperation and invited him to
attend our meetings. We also requested that the Mimétdrade and Industry appoint a liaison officer, preferabl
someone living in Belize City, who would attend BAS BoRlftektings. Lionel Gentle of the Forest Service, Belizgy Ci
Division was appointed Liaison Officer.

Government consulted us on matters relating to the environmeldijfenprotection and developmental
proposals. From the beginning BAS had an important roldhé management of protected areas. As our requests
particular reserves were granted, our involvement in the geament was expected. This arrangement was fir:
formalized in 1984.

In order to foster better management and control of the designated wardasthe 1981 acts the Minister of Natural

Resources has directed as follows:-

1) The Belize Audubon Society is authorized to work along with the Rofesprartment of the Government of
Belize in the protection and management of areas designated under theyFActsand the National Parks and
Refuges Acts

2) The Belize Audubon Society may draft (or draw-up) management plans sonmewt’'s approval and may
implement such plans including the building of structures and otbiesvon land and may with the approval of
the Minister appoint Wardens in this regard;

3) The Belize Audubon Society may not collect fees on behalf of Gewtrriilowever, contributions including
monetary contributions may be accepted and payment for any sesvicksas the rental of facilities may be
received;

4) The Government at any time may itself assume the duties of matteggagrotected areas.

(Letter from James V. Hyde, Permanent Secretary of NatesdiRces Decembel'71984)
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Responsibilities were further delineated in 1987.

1. The Belize Audubon Society as a body, is authorized to work along evitorisst Department of the Government of Belize in
the management and protection of any of the designated areas spegifiexdMinister until further notice;

2. After consultation with the Chief Forest Officer, the BelAudubon Society may draft management plans which may be
implemented after the Minister's approval has been granted. &ltk sanagement plans shall make provision for the
building of structures, construction of roads and trails and anyrdtiren of alternation to the land or environment;

3. The Belize Audubon Society may, with the approval of the Minfstercaretakers to effect the needs of protection and
management;

4. The Belize Audubon Society may not collect fees on behalf of fGwrdr However, contributions including monetary
contributions may be accepted and payment for any services suchrastghef facilities may be received;

5. Conferences, seminars, personnel training programmes and releasenewbenedia should be cleared with the Ministry of
Agriculture before they materialize;

6. The Minister responsible for National Parks retains the righietaminate this agreement at any time.”

(Letter from R. H. Neal, Permanent Secretary, Ministogriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, "1 @\pril 1987)

By 1995 the BAS had considerable experience in the managempruatefted areas and realized the need fc
further agreements with the Government of Belize. The GovernoieBelize (GOB), Forest Department and the BAS
signed a five-year agreement on November 15, 1995, which definegsgansibilities for management of six protectec
areas, Half Moon Caye Natural Monument, Crooked Tree andsCocto Basin Wildlife Sanctuaries, Guanacaste an
Blue Hole National Parks and Tapir Mountain Nature Rese

In keeping with the provisions of the National Parks Syséat it was agreed that Government, the Fores
Department and the Society shall jointly manage and dewletopix protected areas for a period of five years and sut
management shall be renewable for a similar period. Thiepgintly formulate and implement management plaitis w
goals, objectives, standards, methods of implementapioorities, budget, personnel requirements, target dates, a
assessment methods for monitoring. Provisions for trangiteriods and mechanisms for resolving conflicts aredeclu

The GOB shall put in place legal Statutory Instrumergsnecessary, and is responsible for infrastructute al
security. The GOB handles applications for scientifieaesh permits in consultation with the BAS. The GOBstss$he
BAS with tax exemptions and authaorizes the BAS to cotetitance fees, the apportioning of which is described below

The BAS is authorized to obtain grants, loans, subsidiegvement and trust funds to finance the managemel
of these protected areas. The BAS has responsifulitgay-to-day management, implementation of all aspefcvisitor
usage and daily maintenance, and public education campalgn8AS has first right of refusal for all recreatiatated
concessions with the profits for use by the BAS.

Protected Areas Conservation Trust

For several years the Belize Audubon Society had been woalkimg with the Government of Belize, other
conservation NGOs and international conservation orgamizatto develop a Protected Areas Conservation Trust,
innovative organism for sustainable support of the protectat af Belize.

The Act to establish a trust for the protection, cora@ and enhancement of the natural and cultural resourc
of Belize, to establish a Trust Fund for the Trust andstablish a Board of Directors, was gazetted on Sé&gie30,
1995.

Entry Fees for National Parks

The charging of fees for entering national parks andlive sanctuaries managed by the Belize Audubon Societ
came into effect on May 20, 1995. Specific entry feessiomnacaste and Blue Hole National Parks and for Crobiessl
and Cockscomb Basin Wildlife Sanctuaries for Belizeationals and non-Belizeans were prescribed. Children und
twelve years old are exempt from paying entry fees. Governmathorizes the Society to collect fees and all fee
collected shall be apportioned as follows:

Government  10% for the Consolidated Revenue Fund
PACT 20% for the purposes of the trust
BAS 70% for the management and development of the proteictad

10



Protected Areas and People

Osmany Salas, 1993

Protected areas were initially established because of dbtstanding natural features and unique geologice
formations, or their scenic beauty. Often, decision-ngkersed in the capital city and unacquainted with the ratur
areas in question have devised protected area boundasex$ dva the impractical ideals of conserving areas réther
for ecological or economic reasons. This, furthermors,dften been done without prior biological studies and, wors
without consulting the local people.

Local communities next to protected area boundaries frélgusear substantial costs as a result of lost adoess
natural areas, while receiving little or no return. Loesidents, who tend to be poor and often receive fewrgment
services, frequently perceive protected areas asctiegjrtheir ability to earn a living. Local people eft see natural
areas only as a source of food/nutrition, bush medicinesydo@, and raw materials for construction, and are nc
immediately concerned about their functions. In shortete&rsts a marked clash in attitudes towards protectedahat
areas, exploiting them for short term benefits only, oragary them for long term gain.

In 1981 Belize enacted a law titled the National Parlste®y Act (NPSA) for protected areas. This legistatio
has enabled the establishment on national land of 7 natamks$, 2 wildlife sanctuaries, 6 nature reserves, and ot
natural monument. Other types of protected areas tistunder separate legislation or arrangements includer&st fo
reserves, 1 marine reserve, and 3 private reservestalnBelize's protected areas and reserves amouwant tmpressive
35.47% of our land surface under varying levels of protection.

BAS has acknowledged that biodiversity and ecosystem c@iier efforts should not take the form of "absolute
protection” and the "don't touch" attitude which implies thanans are intruders on otherwise pristine environments,
attitude that leads to inadequate relations betweeth pmople and protected area managers. We have hamtkdram
the bottom up to change public perception that conservatioreaadrce protection are foreign ideas designed to achie
foreign goals to the detriment of Belizeans. In otherda&oour main thrust has been to make Belizeans graspticept
that, "This land and its resources do not belong to usrevsimply borrowing them from our children.”

To practice what we preach, and strengthen our protectednareegement activities, we have strived to promot
activities that increase environmental awareness andntlegrate conservation with local human needs. VAis that
we have promoted include: employment and training opportunitie®me generation activities, increased local
participation in planning and management, environmental educaitoeach, revolving loans, and resource manageme
and monitoring.

We currently employ 23 permanent or rotational fieldpkyees (wardens) at the seven protected areas B/
manages. Most of these wardens have been recruitecctnrmmunities near or adjacent to the protected area wineye
are stationed. Their salaries are considered a sureesotiincome for themselves and their families. We hds@ a
facilitated other income generation initiatives. At Mayanter Village, the gateway to Cockscomb Basin Wildlife
Sanctuary, we have assisted a local Maya women's groegtimgsup a crafts sales center and have provided women w
book-keeping and organizational skills, as well as natusabryi training. The women made about $2,000 in craft sale
during their first year, and five years later, sold over @@ worth of local crafts.

To take advantage of the growing eco-tourist industry, we ludfered low interest loans to residents of the
Community Baboon Sanctuary villages to set up rustic bedbegakfast facilities. Visitors to our country then get
chance to visit our natural areas and overnight with al facaily, thus leaving their tourist dollars behind. Local
residents have also been encouraged to set up guide ddigitors take advantage of this to learn more about the
surroundings. In other instances they have no choice bireta local guide if they are to be allowed into an area

We have actively sought local input in our management planaitigities. Cognizant that protected areas
management decisions may impact local economies, we hageptielic consultations at the local level, and have
facilitated the formation of local advisory bodies to endocal participation and involvement. Roaring Creek villager:
played an important role in the development of the Guateddational Park Management Plan, as did villagers c
Armenia for the Blue Hole management plan. We have beesultimg with a Crooked Tree advisory committee to
resolve fishing and other sanctuary related issues. Thimittee and other local representative bodies will alag an
important role in the development of the Crooked Tree managieptan which is currently being prepared. At Crookec
Tree, fisheries studies are being conducted in order ieeaat suitable fishing regulations and licensing measures
ensure the long term survival of the Crooked Tree fishearguree for local subsistence use and for the sustenatice of
wildlife population that also depends on it for food.

We are acutely aware that public support is vital for tlieass of protected areas management. This can only
achieved through public consultation to receive input on locadis\and how these can be met, and through educati

11



programs that aim to explain the benefits of conservationhendise use of our natural resources. For BAS, the ukima
goal is to maintain a balance between people and thmement.

The National Parks System Act of 1981 provides for the prasenvand protection of highly important natural
and cultural features and for the regulation of thensifie educational and recreational use of the same.

Four categories of reserves are established: Nation&l R¥édlife Sanctuary, Nature Reserve and Natura
Monument. National Parks are established for the beastitenjoyment of the general public. Wildlife Sanctuarie:
protect nationally significant species that require gigetluman manipulation for their perpetuation. A Natural
Monument is an area reserved for the protection and présera a nationally significant natural feature. Nature
Reserves are areas reserved strictly for scienéfiearch.

At the request of the Government of Belize, BAS has bednumental in the financing, development and
operation of six reserves established under the Nationas Bgkem Act, totaling over 230,000 acres. The histories
the individual protected areas, including the means offiadsupport, are covered in Chapter 5.

BAS Retreats and Workshops

Park Management Workshop

From March 30 — 31, 1989, a Peace Corps-sponsored workshop whsohdBAS staff and committee
chairpersons on park management. The Society was getiiteg aynumber of requests from scientists wantingpto
research in our protected areas. The purpose of this opksas to develop recommendations and policies on reseal
priorities and guidelines, visitor's use of parks, aricaging programme for park personnel.

A Vision for the 90s

Through a grant from the World Wildlife Fund — US, a ®fa Management Workshop was held April 29,
1990. Through a series of brainstorming sessions, the Bi®rsffand staff, evaluated their protected areas mamggem
and made recommendations for the future institutional developof the Societyjpicture caption — participants D.
Victor Gonzalez, Janet Gibson, Therese Rath, Lombardo iRerol, Lydia Waight, Dr. Victor Gongora, Jose Garcia,
Homer Leslie, Dolores Godfrey, Lou Miller, Director, Peae Corps, Rusty Davenport, WWF Facilitator]

The Belize Audubon Society has a new vision for the decade of theE@@isr this year, the Board members
attended a strategic management workshop, which has helped enormdaslysing our attention on the tasks ahead.

The Society, which was established in 1969, has gone through a tremendofasntratisn over the past 20 years.
Initially involved in environmental education and bird watching, thee3pds now the manager of seven protected areas and
in charge of all the related staff. It identifies and handlegl$ for these reserves and other projects.

Concurrent with this responsibility, the Society needs to grsfititionally. This is the immediate challenge that
faces us. To evolve to meet this challenge, we need to adopbusoress-like and dynamic practices.

Changes are already underway in our institutional arrangements. Oue afficow headed by a Managing Director.
We have recently hired a Wildlands Management Officer and additionaltagakenelp. In addition, we have recently
expanded our office space to better supply the increasing demand for aigelibfary. We are presently preparing action
plans for our major activities which include:

Management of reserves and creation of new protected areas

Influencing resource use

Environmental education

Improving our image and public relations

Collection and dissemination of environmental information

We have also recently appointed a Parks Commission which, along wiitiildilands Management Officer, should
help streamline our efforts in park management. | hasten to add tiegréhe previous sub-committees, which assisted us in
the management of our various parks, will continue to be used as a sfwapport in particular projects. The Society is
extremely grateful for this invaluable voluntary help over the feas years.

The Board looks forward to the continued support of local companies. Tevaabir aims we will require adequate
financial backing. We will also look forward to continued financial aadhnical support from foreign conservation
organizations, which have supported us so generously in the past. Antbetimme, we shall explore means of becoming as
self-sufficient as possible.

We are determined to have increased involvement from our mdmherkich represents a large source of talent
that is largely untapped. A membership drive shall be an impbaspect of our Society in the next few years.

We also wish to work in cooperation with the other local non-governmemgahiaations to achieve our common
goal of sustainable development for Belize.

12



The Belize Audubon Society has built up an enviable reputation in the natiothahternational conservation
community. Based on our reputation, and with a willingness to changedapti to meet the new challenges, | am sure we will
be ready to enter the 2kentury as a vibrant society with a strong sense of purpose and ecoemni{Janet Gibson, BAS
PresidentBAS NewslettetVol. 22 No. 1, 1990)

BAS Board/Staff Retreats

The first joint BAS Board/ Staff Retreat in 1991 wasdhal Trinidad Farms and facilitated by Belize Entesgri
for Sustained Technology (BEST). The purpose was to review Bd®ent status and programs in the light of the
environmental issues of the 90's. One product of this reteesathe BAS Mission Statement:

The Belize Audubon Society is a non-profit, non-government organization dddicatthe promotion of the
sustainable use and preservation of our natural resources in order tgaimea balance between people and the environment.
(BAS Mission Statement, September 8, 1991)

A follow-up Strategic Planning Workshop was held October 26 2iff, facilitated by Johannah Barry of the
IUCN with Byron Swift, also of the IUCN, attending.

The third BAS Retreat was held at Spanish Bay ResofMugust of 1992. For the first time the park personne
were included. After two days of hard work, PresidEmtrese Rath said,

“What we have done here is to focus on one area in more detail as t@whatogramme should be and to discuss what

other areas we should be focussing on.”

At the 1993 Board retreat, it was decided to re-focus th&tgtcactivities from protected areas management t
environmental education as the main vehicle to "promote the salsiamse of our natural resources” in keeping with ou
Mission Statement.

Then at the 1994 BAS Retreat it was decided to add adhjettive, advocacy, to the other main activities of
protected areas management and environmental education.

BAS Programme Review and Assessment
The British Executive Service Overseas (BESO) provided antesu consultant, John Bishop, to review anc
assess BAS programmes. Bishop worked with BAS Executivetirand Program Managers from July 20 = 2998,
and made the following recommendations:
» Petition the GOB to increase park entrance fees feigorvisitors
* Promote BAS membership in the National Parks and proadi@ng for wardens in recruitment techniques
» Improve signposts and quality of interpretive literatarénie parks
» Ascertain accurate membership recruitment and retentgts,aeview all subscription categories, and closel
monitor retention rates
» |dentify and train a network of regional volunteers
« Take advantage of the Society’s™3@nniversary to launch an appeal to all existing and form@mbers.
Organize 38 anniversary fund-raising and public awareness events

BAS Office

The first BAS Office, opened Decembet, 1984, was located on the Southern Foreshore. Eventuallgpghee
became too small for the growing Society’s activitiepeeglly the library, and the owners want to reclaimdpace.
The BAS Office moved to 29 Regent Street on MartH 290.

In 1993 we were given the property at 12 Fort Street by the, @O&ppreciation of past and support of future
BAS management of Belize’s protected areas. At tHeAOM Lindsay Belisle presented the title to the BAS.

“It now gives me much pleasure to hand over to the Audubon Sodietyfot a building and property formerly
occupied by the Comptroller of Customs, as our government’s lootidm to help Audubon consolidate and expand its work
programme. This spacious building will enable Audubon to have suffi@enmt in which to mount lectures, educational
exhibits and other public education activities. After 25 years ofatipgr out of borrowed or rented quarters, Audubon will
finally have a home.”

But then in late 1997 there were rumours that BAS’ property2d-ort Street was to be acquired for the Tourisn
Village, a major Belize Port Authority development. Intftee Grant Fiat and Property Plan issued to the Belize Pc
Authority included BAS’ present property. But this Graigthvas erroneously issued.

“. . .the grant to the Belize Port Authority was issued noreand [the Commissioner of Lands and Surveys] is in the
process of rectifying said Grant to omit Grant No. 306 of 1993 issuéa tBelize Audubon Society. It is estimated that it will
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take about two (2) weeks to prepare and register the new Grdrttef from Lindsay Belisle, Permanent Secretary of the
Ministry of Natural Resources, 2January 1998)

“As far as we are concerned, our title is free from all wnbrances and has not been cancelled. We have in our
possession a true copy from the Registry Department dated Janud§989.that proves this. So, in effect, the 12 Fort Street
property is included in two separate land titles. Obviously, tikareonly be one owner . . . and that owner is BAS. This has
been assured in writing by the Permanent Secretary and Lands i€siomar of the Ministry of Natural Resources.

“However, we have persistently asked Government over thespastal months to rectify the Port Authority Grant
Fiat and Property Plan and this has not been done to date. We notivdeele have exhausted all our options to rectify this
at the Ministerial level and are preparing to take legal acti@smany Salas, 199BAS NewsletteVol. 30, No. 1)

On April 14, 1998, the following injunction order was issueahfithe Chief Justice,

“...all proceedings on and the implementation of the Decision bithister to freely grant the said land contained
in Minister's Fiat (Grant)y#573 of 1997 to the Belize Port Authoritysteyed until after the hearing of the motion or until
further order.”

Silver Anniversary Celebration - February, 1994
The BAS has much to be proud of in the past 25 years ... staying in fooesjngathe support of allies, never

compromising integrity, taking on things gradually, and building a sajoltation based on hard work, focused effort and
consistency in applying goals. (Mark Nol&AS NewsletteVol. 26, No. 2)

The BAS during the past 25 years has evolved from a bird watchingysocie Conservation/Parks Management
Society. After our retreat in late August, it was decidedtti@iSociety must play a more active advocacy role, espeagally
the Earth's population continues to grow and put an escalating demand on oral masources.

The triple interaction between individuals, the Society andumdats becoming more and more complex and
disconnected. We all know very well the consequences: datemoof human health, a menace to the human species, and a
menace to life on Earth. Because of the above, the BAS isttedioia sustainable dynamic equilibrium between individuals,
the Society, and Nature.

This commitment has given the Society 25 years of financial supporvémmas organizations and persons, who
trust and believe in us. On behalf of the Board of Directors andB#ize Audubon Society | want to extend our sincere
gratitude to our donors, International, Regional, and National, who have spahgweSociety so generously for the past 25
years. (BAS Executive Director Virginia Vasquez, 1994)

Opening Ceremony

An opening and award ceremony at the Bliss Instituteetmuary 5th was the first event in celebrating the 25t
anniversary. This was attended by the Governor Gener&o8ille Young, and Prime Minister and Mrs. Esquiv@he
Governor General was the guest speaker and BAS presithengs€ Rath, reviewed the highlights of the past 25 years.

Mrs. Esquivel presented certificates of recognition to th&A% founding members and special certificates tc
BAS presidents (past and present). International orgtniiis that have supported the work of BAS received plaajes
the Cayo and Placencia chapters were honored with framdificaees. A dance entitled "WHEN," especially
choreographed for the occasion, was performed by the Hadimee Company.

Guests then moved to the Holy Redeemer Parish Hall to vieo+tFEst," an environmental exhibit mounted by
NGOs and others involved in the environmental movement, which wasedpy the Governor General and the Prims
Minister. The final activity was a cruise and codkiédnoard the M.V. "Wave Dancer" on February 11th.

Publicity leading up to the anniversary included press redeasd advertisements in the local newspaper:
Several donated banners were displayed in Belize Citytstre@reat Belize Productions Ltd. interviewed founding
member Ford Young. On January 31, David Craig and S&aw participated in a morning television show on Chann
5.

Essay Contest

An essay competition open to secondary and tertiaryutistis was held with the "Mission Statement" as the
topic. The winner in category A (secondary schools) was éndiicSweaney of Belmopan Comprehensive Schoa
Francis Marin of the University College of Belize washener in category B. The essays were displayed aHesh
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Eco-Fest

From February 6 to 8, conservation groups, environmental aaj#onis, and others were represented throug
exhibits at the Holy Redeemer Parish Hall in Belizey.CiThe exhibit was intended to be educational and attfamter
2,000 viewers, the majority coming form primary and secgnsiehools.

Bird Walks

Leading up to the anniversary, a committee under leadershipneéfdoard member, Rudi Burgos, conductec
some early morning bird walks around Belize City.

The first took place on August 29, with 14 participants birdifang the Fort George/Marine Parade area an
identifying 22 species. Staff from Great Belize Produstimined the exercise and followed up the activity with TV
coverage.

On October 3, 15 enthusiastic birders explored along the Snutloeeshore/Regent Street area. They counte
28 species, including two migrant warblers (American Retland Yellow Warbler).

The 19 participants in the November 7th walk included six ydergs They birded over the St. John's College
Landivar campus and sighted 33 species, nearly half of wiéca migrants.

Silver Anniversary Calendars

Atlantic Bank Ltd. and Shell Belize Ltd. dedicated tH9©4 calendars to the BAS. The Atlantic Bank calends
illustration was a reddish egret photograph taken by Torly. Bell Belize carried an environmental message from BA
each month.

Thirtieth Anniversary Celebration

Walkathon and Launching

The BAS thirtieth anniversary celebration was launchegramd style on February"61999. One hundred and
twenty-five sponsored walked in three groups from the BAR®in Belize City to Guanacaste National Park. One
group started from the Office, one from Hattieville, andlés¢ from the Belize Zoo. The Opening Ceremonies werk he
at Guanacaste National Park with Hon. John Bricefio,tiniof Natural Resources and the Environment, who was al
one of the walkers, giving the main address.

At the Launching Ceremony two more protected areas were &oldedse managed by BAS. An agreement wa
signed by Minister Bricefio and the BAS for the BAS to marthgeBlue Hole Natural Monument and the Victoria Peal
Natural Monument.

Carlos Santos was the Master of Ceremonies, BAS ExecDirector Osmany Salas gave the welcome addres
Walter (Mickey) Craig gave a summary of BAS history, ameSBPresident Jose (Pepe) Garcia greeted the assemb
group, as well as BAS Trustee Barry Bowen.

James A. Waight Conservation Award

On February 18 the birthday of its namesake BAS' first President, Xames A. Waight Conservation Award
was presented posthumously to Julian Cho by David Craligebalf of the Waight family. A profile of the honouree was
given by Lisel Alamilla and a video presentation prepared bsaGBelize Productions showed news clips of hin
speaking. The award was graciously accepted by his wife, l&gjgb. At the same ceremony a Junior Achievemer
Certificate was presented by Valerie Woods, DirectahefBelize Tourist Board to fifteen-year-old Edwin FaiarColon
of Punta Gorda. Diane Haylock of ANDA served as MasteCeremonies, BAS Executive Director Osmany Sala:
welcomed the group, and Joy Grant, Chairperson of BACONfa@e the vote of thanks.
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Chapter 3
Advocacy

Jabirus

The jabiru was BAS’ first conservation project. ThetfBAS Bulletinincluded the following report:

Recently reports were received from local airplane pilotisvofnests containing large black and white birds located
in the northern part of the country in a pine area. As a rasfulhese reports, Dora Weyer arranged with Ford Young to fly
over the areas where the nests were reported.

As a result of the flight, two nests of Jabiru Storks weratéat; miles apart, each on top of a large dead tree. The
nests were built of sticks and twigs that formed a platform ro&ytdyl0 feet across with each nest containing two fledglings.
These birds are infrequently seen in pine ridge aredAS Bulletin March, 1969)

The Board of Directors of the Belize Audubon Society, the aimhich is to conserve the wildlife of our country, is
seeking your help for the protection of the Jabiru Stork. The refasdhis request is that the Jabiru is very uncommon; it is
rare in Central and South America and may soon become extinittuhfgotected.

Emmet Blake in his book "Birds of Mexico" described the Jabifallsvs:- JABIRU - Jabiru mycteria 48 - 55 inches
Adult: Head and neck featherless; mainly black, the lower thitieheck red or bright orange; plumage, immaculate white;
bill notably heavy, virtually straight or slightly upturned, lemure: Mainly brownish gray.

Eugene Eisenmann, an expert on Middle American birds, as long ago asve@bmut of his way to list this bird as
“rare" in Central America, a term he applied to very few specephen Russell in his "A Distributional Study of the Bifds
British Honduras says in 1959 (p. 61) "The Jabiru in an UNCOMMONiessihere."

The Jabiru is the largest stork known to nest here. A maturestzindls as tall as a man; one bird has been recorded
at 5 feet 10 inches from beak to feet standing normally and had a wiragdspirenore than 8 feet; the beak was 12 inches
long. Known locally both as "Turk" and "Fillymingo" they feed near imessand ponds in the pine ridge from Manatee
Lagoon to Hill Bank. They build their nests, 6 feet or so in diaimiete¢all trees and usually lay only two eggs, sometimes
three. Two nests seen from the air by members of our Seatyhad two nestlings only, The young apparently do not attain
the adult plumage of white feathers until in their second year. W&hétey begin to breed then or in the third year is not
known. However, any species that normally lays only two eggs ardabf tlve young take at least two years before becoming
of breeding age, is considered a species of low breeding pofértiahey cannot reproduce themselves quickly and always
stand in danger of being eliminated quickly. There is good evidenbterftinat if the eggs of young are stolen by a predator
this stork does not attempt to nest a second time in the samelisamakes matters even worse. In other words, given the
best of luck, a pair of jabiru can only reproduce themselveéwanyears time! This means that any hunting or killing of the
adults within that time will reduce the total number of jabirushe area. It is no wonder then that market hunting, which has
been practised throughout Central America and here too over the, e brought this species to the edge of extinction.

The Belize Audubon Society respectfully request that the jdiibiru mycteria, should be put on the list of protected
birds making it an offence against the law to kill or capture the dirth rob its nest of the eggs. If protected here, this bird
could be a big tourist attraction. (Letter to the Acting &@hiorest Officer and Chief Game Warden, June 12, 1969)

In 1973 the jabiru was added to the list of protected ani(Galzette7 July S. I. No. 38/1973).

[Jabiru NestJabiru mycterid]

The Jabiru Stork
W. Ford Young, 1993

At the suggestion of BAS, this bird is included in the list'mrotected species” in Belize, published by the
Government.

Soon after the establishment of BAS, Dora Weyer and tdddio try and determine roughly how many Jabiru:
there were in Belize (then British Honduras) and what cbeldione to protect the population. The Society launched
campaign through its monthly bulletin, notes in the local paywsrs and radio station, asking the general public not
molest the bird and to report any sighting to Dora or Tilgs resulted in dozens of reports of the birds fegdirmany
parts of the country.

In addition to obtaining reports of the birds feeding ongtmind, it was felt important to try and ascertain the
location of nests and the nesting success. Jabirus do nah mwedbnies but each pair will select a high, often deee,
sometimes more or less in the open, and at other iimastree which protrudes above the surrounding jungle, ar
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construct a nest of small sticks which is added to eaahuyeé it may be 10 to 15 feet across. It is often jildedo see
the adult birds from the ground as they stand in the nesit,ibunot possible to see eggs or young birds.

Since contents of the nests can only be seen from tHeuaed my own plane and spent some 22 hours of flyin
time, often accompanied by other Audubon members, irtlsedrnests and recording their contents. | also enlisted t
help of the British forces and local pilots in this endeaafier someone borrowed and crashed my private plane.

The results of these flights were reported in the mgrbldubon Bulletin. Several nests have been discovered
the Crooked Tree Wildlife Sanctuary.

If a nest is disturbed by too many curious humans or by laadirgeoperations near the nest, abandonment
suspected. Nesting is usually from mid-November to Magr afhich the birds will gather in flocks in Crooked Tree a
Mexico Lagoons where they can find food. As the rainy seapmmoaches most leave for Southern Mexico wher
feeding conditions are better.

The first flock to be recorded was seen in the early $9@exico Lagoon where 14 birds were counted. Sinc
that time Audubon members and employees of the Soci¢heiCrooked Tree area have encountered increasing raimb
in the Crooked Tree Lagoon (also known as Northern Lagoon)clilignated in a count in late May, 1993, of 50 birds.
Based on increased numbers of bird flocks preparinggoate, reports of feeding birds from the general public,thad
number of nests located, it is suggested that the nuafld@rds in Belize has increased from around 20-30 in &hky e
1970's to approximately 60-70 in 1993.

As publicity about the Jabirus grew in Belize, Carolyn &fjllAudubon member and Conservation Fellow o
Wildlife Conservation International, published an articléitied, "Belize's Celebrity Stork" in the June 1991 iss@ie o
Birder's World A reprint of the article was placed in tiBelize Reviewissue of September 1992, specifically for
Belizeans who were not subscriber8taer's World.

Wildlife Protection Legislation

In 1966 a National Parks Commission was constituted to tranalind Belize and identify areas to be
recommended for protection as national parks. Among the sremizere Henry Fairweather, Albert S. Grant, Louis
Lindo and James Waight. Ronald Clark was secretary t&€Ctmmission. These five men later became BAS Boar
members. The Commission’s report was completed in 1968. ildtéormation, the BAS lobbied on behalf of national

arks.

g The Belize Audubon Society is greatly concerned about the priéseraad conservation of areas of natural beauty
in our country. We are aware that a Committee was appointed by Govertorendy and make recommendations for the
establishment of National Parks and we heartily commend thishactio

At a recent meeting of our Board of Directors | was dire¢techform Government of our Society's willingness to
assist in furthering the National Parks idea in whatever wagave (Letter to the Minister of Tourism, 27th October 1970).

The Minister has asked me to acknowledge your letter of the ZTthed, 1970, written by you on behalf of Belize
Audubon Society.

He has asked me to inform you that he greatly appreciates the kindbifeur society. If you have any specific
proposals in mind he would be quite happy to look at these. As you are praabdyonly recently it has been confirmed that
this Ministry should be responsible for National Parks and the Mynistat the stage of trying to decide on the pace and form
of implementation of the Report. (Response from R. A. Fuemahent Secretary for the Ministry of Trade and Industfy, 5
November 1970)

| have been asked by our Board of Directors to state that whémawe what form of implementation the National
Parks Committee's Report will take, we will be in a bettsition to make some specific proposals in this regard.

In the meantime our Society would like to suggest, in addition tactpgsition of private lands at Half Moon Caye,
that steps could be taken to create underwater reefs and bird padestain areas of our reefs and in the lagoons of the
Crooked Tree area. If these proposals are of interest, our Sociaiyd vibe happy to work out and submit detailed
recommendations. (Letter from President James Waight tofRullar)

At the request of Government, William O. Deshler was aped by the United Nations Food and Agricult{®e
to consult on the design of a national park system foz&eWhen Mr. Deshler completed his report on National Parl
and Wildlife in Belize, BAS was asked to comment on thport. Mr. Deshler had included many of the area
recommended by the first Park Commission.
“The report seems to us to be an excellent study, though a liotiesdnith attainable — albeit long range — goals. In
particular, we agree with recommendations that a new Wildlife Piiote©rdinance be passed urgently by the legislature.
This is an absolutely essential first step. Provisions for eimfgrihe regulations should also be established. Here we would
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like to mention that we feel there should be clear definitibssibsistence, market and sport hunting, as well as closed seasons
and bag limits in drawing up hunting regulations.

Action to establish a National Park system through legislation shoutdjb&lly rapid. The inventory of possible sites
for parks and reserves is excellent, though we feel that therether areas that should be included. It seems to us that only
one or two parks, etc. should be established at first, that timyldsbe well and smoothly operating, and that there should be
a genuine national interest in them before further steps are takiim.pvéper personnel, good picnic and camping sites,
modest recreation facilities and educational programmes, peojlkearnin to appreciate and protect their surroundings.

We endorse the recommendation that an active and continuing wildlife catsemducation programme for both
schools and adult groups should be developed and that emphasis be placed on gettidgcttion into rural schools and
villages.

We should be pleased to meet with you at your convenience to discussnments and suggestions. (Letter to H.C.
Flowers, Chief Forest Officer, 31 March 1980)

On September 21 1981, Belize became an independent country. Two of theafits of the new country were
the Wildlife Protection Act 1981 (No. 4 of 1981) and the Natidfalks System Act 1981 (No. 5 of 1981), which were
signed on November 13 and published in the Gazette of NovemBeBath were major achievements for the BAS
because members had worked long and hard on these landntak gfiéegislation.

The Wildlife Protection Act came into force on Janua&ry1982. The Act provides for the conservation,
restoration, and development of wildlife, for the regolaof its use, and for all other matters connected there

Under the Act, the term "wildlife" means all undomesticatednmals, birds and reptiles, and all parts, eggs, ar
nests of any of these forms. Measures to control huatiaget out in its provisions, and "to hunt" carriesneanings to
kill, take captive, or molest by any method. A list of wiklspecies, the handling of which is prohibited, is inctidéh
the Act. These are animals that are considered rareragmdangered, many of them listed as needing protectitrein
Convention on International Trade of Endangered Speciemiat and Fauna, known as the CITES Convention, of whic
Belize is a signatory.

Among the animals protected by the Act are our monkeys, tbersmionkey and howler monkey (locally known
as "baboon") which are hunted for the pet trade, andivaiwild cats, which are hunted for their skins, ashaslthe pet
trade. The Central American or Baird's tapir (the "ntatmcow"”, our national animal) and the manatee areiattaded,
as are our two crocodiles, our dolphins, and any whalévémure into our waters. Our birds, with few excepti@ns,
also protected, and may not be hunted or captureshferas pets.

There are provisions, of course, for any person to take nesasudefend themselves or other persons from tf
attack of any animal, and for owners of crops or domesiimads to kill or capture on their property any wildife
threatening or causing material damage to such crops asticranimals.

Our Wildlife Protection Act also prohibits the huntingasfy immature wildlife, or any female accompanied by
its young. This means it is illegal to capture young arsrf@l the pet trade. As the mother will always defendybang,
in most cases she has to be killed in order to efffiectapture.

To hunt our common game animals, a traditional food souds®r, peccary, gibnut, armadillo, and the gam
birds, curassow, cocrico, quam, and quail - requiredid kunting license issued by the Game Warden.

A moratorium on commercial dealing, that is, on the saldealing for profit in any wildlife of any species, or
part or product thereof, is in effect from the day on whlghAct came into force.

The Wildlife Protection Act was a big step toward preventhe destruction of our natural heritage. If we are t
keep our wildlife for future generations to use and enjoy, lildtife needs to be protected now, and its use controllec
Many countries have realized too late that their widfias been destroyed by over-hunting and the clearing aft$ore
We must not let this happen here.

Oil Refinery Planned for Monkey River

In 1971 BAS became aware of a proposal to put a $150 milliarefiilery on the southern coast and expresse
our concern.

“While welcoming an advance of such magnitude in our economic growth, outysscg@prehensive of the possible
danger of pollution which an oil refinery might bring to beaches and watéhscensequent loss in tourist business, loss to
our fishing industry, and, more particularly, the threat to our pleasgaatity of life. And mindful of the fact that prevention is
better than cure, and far easier, we would therefore urge thatisuff covenants with stiff penalties should be written into any
contract granting a licence to build and operate the proposed oilegfi We suggest particularly that industrial waste shall
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not be dumped into the sea, that the licencee clean up any oil spiltediatle for any breach.” (Letter to Minister of Trade
and Industry, 13 November 1971)
We wrote to conservation organizations in the U.S. foorinhtion, which was passed on to the responsibl
persons in Government. This went on for some time, buirthject was eventually cancelled.

Billboards

“It has come to the attention of our society that large advertisifigoard signs are being erected along our roads
and highways, mostly in the area reserved for the road. These billbdetrdgt from the scenic beauty of our countryside and
can be a hazard to traffic in more ways than one. Some of the signs olpstiiacists’ view of the road ahead and of
oncoming traffic and can be a source of distraction. We bring this ntatigyur attention with the request that your ministry
should refuse permission to use our public road reserves for this puiMesehould also like to suggest that you consider
setting up legislation to prevent the erection of billboards on pripedperty in close proximity to the roads outside the limits
of all towns, including Belize City and Belmopan. Once the sign lobtsy a foothold in this country, government will
encounter extreme difficulty and opposition in legislating againstdtiargetting it under control, as the United States and
other countries are experiencing.” (Letter to the Ministefdde and Industry 1971)

We wrote to the Florida Audubon Society for help. Thesponse showed our concern was well placed.

“In Florida’s case the sign lobby was so great, that in spite ef fdct that we stand to lose $15 million, the

legislature saw fit to refuse to pass the legislation tauglih compliance with federal statutes.”

Pesticides
“Our Society is greatly concerned about the growing number of cagessaining due the increased use of pesticides
in our country.” (from a letter written to the Minister ®fade and Industry in 1974)

There were cases of Gramaxone (paraquat) poisoning in théieldeén the north of Belize. It is a deadly poison
that can be absorbed through the skin and ingested als@ Wwhasrmuch careless use, including containers that were |
washed out. There was no legislation yet in Belize controliirey sale, import or use of pesticides. We wrote fo
information and passed it on to Government.

BAS was concerned with potential pesticide use whenge{seale cotton cultivation project was proposed fo
Belize. At the time cotton was being raised in Nicaragn@ there workers were not protected. There had bees afse
pesticide poisoning and workers had died. Mr. Ford Youngrgtiuch with a man he knew through the Pan America
Audubon organization to get information which was passeid @overnment. This project was never approved.

The Pesticide Control Act was gazetted ofi B&cember 1985. Later on there were Statutory Instrumettisgs
out regulations for the use of controlled pesticides.

Wildlife Protection

Manatees
BAS got a report that fishermen from Ambergris Caye atér places were killing manatees. So, we wrote
letter to the Chief Game Warden.
“Our society requests that the police officers of San Pedro, @adker, and Sarteneja, who are deemed game
rangers under the Wildlife Protection Ordinance, be reminded thatitee is a protected animal and it is prohibited by law to
kill these animals.”

Export of Hides
The BAS had representation on the committees dealingtiétcontrol of export of hides and other wildlife
products. Hides of cats were the first to be prohibited #egportation. The Florida Audubon Society formally recegdi
our advocacy efforts by passing the following resolutions:
“Be it resolved the Florida Audubon Society expresses itemetradmiration and appreciation to the Government of
British Honduras for passing new regulations concerning the purchase,asal export of wild animal skins and hides.
“Be it further resolved that the Society take pride in the wafrkhe Belize Audubon Society who helped to get the
regulations adopted.
“Be it further resolved that the Society expresses speciakthtp Louis Lindo, the first national of Belize to hold the
post of Chief Game Warden, who was greatly responsible for the pafshgeregulations.” (Annual Meeting, April 5, 1972)

Parrots
The BAS kept alert to any threat to Belizean wildlds,is show in the following letter.
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“We would like to call your attention to the fact that in a redcelio programme (Opportunities Unlimited) parrots
were being advertised for sale.

“Parrots offered for sale are usually young birds taken from thst, re act which is illegal. Besides, our Society is
very concerned about the fact that the Yellow-headed Parrot,pitedes most in demand because of its ability to talk, is
becoming quite rare. The taking of the young of this speciegwaayually cause it to disappear altogether.

“Our Society would like to suggest that advertising of this nature dhaatl be broadcast over Radio Belize.” (Letter
to the Chief Forest Officer with a copy to the Chief BroadiegsDfficer, 8 November 1976)

“This is to say thanks for your letter in respect of parrotedatiovember 8, 1976.

“We are indeed very grateful to the Audubon Society for the effatie in informing the Chief Broadcasting Officer,
of this illegal practice.

“By a copy of this letter, we are requesting that no announcebeentiade for the sale of birds and/or animals except
domestic animals, i.e. dogs, horses, etc, in any radio programme.isTthiecause it is in contravention of the Wildlife
Protection Ordinance.” (Response from the Chief Forest OffiteDecember 1976)

The Society wrote not only to complain, but also to comnuéficials for their positive actions.
“We understand that an officer of you department was recentlyjuimstntal in stopping the export of a large number
of Yellow-headed and other parrots.
“Our Society is greatly concerned at the fact that the Yellow-bed&arrot is becoming quite rare in Belize.
“We wish to commend your officer for his prompt action to prevesgettparrots leaving the country.” (Letter to
Chief Forest Officer, 27 September 1977)

In May of 1987 the BAS was informed that 5,070 live birds in 55 wodiixes had left Belize on their way to
Amsterdam, Holland, via Costa Rica. After investigatiand discussions with Government authorities, the Sociasy w
able to establish that the birds had not been taken frdimeB&he documents were shown to be false.

“The Society views this fabrication as a malicious and deceitfutreat damages the good name of the Government
and people of Belize.'BAS NewsletteNVol. 13, No. 3)

Duck Hunting
Concern was raised over the hunting of ducks at Big Feal$s seen by this letter written in 1976 by W. Forc
Young to Ms. Beth LeCroix of Belize Global Travel SegyiLtd.
“Following the recent conversation which | have had with you and Mr. JolaneSeegarding the Belize Audubon
Society’s concern over large groups of hunters shooting ducks at BigReailsh, | list below the ducks and geese which are
known to occur in Belize and which are now becoming quite rare and whidetize Audubon Society feels should not be
shot and also those know to occur in Belize and which, while some mayauohimen in Belize because this country is at the
edge of their range, occur in large numbers elsewhere and are danger of extinction and could be allowed to be shot.

1. Resident ducks which should not be shot:
Black-bellied Tree-Duckpendrocygna antumnalis
Muscovy Cairina moschata

2. Ducks and geese which could be allowed to be shot:
White-fronted Goos&nser albifrons
Blue GooseChen caerulescens
Mallard, Anas platyrhnchos
Green-winged TealAnas carolinensis
American Wigeoninas americana
Northern Pintai] Anas acuta
Blue-winged TealAnas discors
Cinnamon TealAnas cyanoptera
Northern Shovele\nas Cllypeata
Ring-necked Ducldythya collaria
Lesser Scaufiythya affinis
Masked DuckOxyuradominica

“The Belize Audubon Society feels that shooting should be confinetks and geese only and that no other birds
should be shot.”
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Five years later the BAS was still concerned with husnf€his radio spot was broadcast on July 14, 1981.

“A favourite stop on the Belize Audubon birding trips to the BuBetbm/Bermudian Landing area is the bridge over
Mussell Creek. Named Sebastian Bridge after a long-time resideBuircéll Boom village, it is here that Christmas Bird
Count participants gather in the early dawn to start their count. Thayusually record some 25 species without moving from
the bridge.

“Just as it begins to grow light, flights of herons and egrets stasting to their favourite feeding grounds. The call
of the Mottled Wood Owl can be heard. Among the water lettuce growngenpools of the river, “diving doppers,” as we
Belizeans call those primitive aquatic birds, the grebest fjogtly, occasionally diving after small fish. A close waitkthe
overhanging vegetation by the river bank may be rewarded by a gliohfhe sungrege, or finfoot, a rare resident of our
rivers, and one of only three species worldwide.

“Chattering parrots fly overhead and the harsh croak of the “barking géuthe bare-throated tiger-heron) reveals
its presence. The jacana (our “georgie bull”), the gray-necked wood@nal call it “top-na-chick”), snail kites, kingfishers,
the limpkin (which we call “clucking hen”), and many more willdued to the count list. With luck, the muscovy, one of our
two species of resident ducks, can be sighted.

“Howler monkeys, our “baboons,” that could usually be found in the figstreg the river bank at Bermudian
Landing, and heard from a long way off, have been seen near Sebastige. Bri

“Unfortunately, this wealth of bird life also attracts hunteygung and old, with shotguns at the ready to aim at
everything in sight, the common as well as the rare. One r&smtay afternoon, Audubon Society members, returning from a
field trip, met up with a party of shooters who had been killing gshéour local name for cormorants). It does not take a
great marksman to hit these unwary birds! Like other fish-eatirdg bghegs are not very palatable, so the dead birds are just
left lying around.

“Not only cormorants are targets for these shooters. A reliable teygdis of a farmer fishing out dozens of dead
wood storks from Mussel Creek, left there by Sunday shooteraaKe use of them, he fed them to his pigs! The wood stork
(our “john crow curlew” or “culu”) is a protected bird and its nestj rookeries have been declared bird sanctuaries.

“Should this wanton and indiscriminate shooting be allowed to continudgirttie will soon be gone. Those that are
not killed, or wounded and left to die, will be scared away by the pbise guns, and a favourite spot for bird watching will
be lost. Not only the Belize Audubon Society, but other citizemglgswould never like this to happen. In an attempt to
prevent this disaster, an earnest appeal is made to all hunte@sdstop shooting at Sebastian Bridge, so that the bird life of
that area may be left undisturbed.”

Sea Turtles

Beginning in 1990 an extensive sea turtle program has beerdoautien Belize, spear-headed by BAS membe
Greg Smith. Volunteers patrolled the beaches wher&ustes nest in north Ambergris Caye and later ManBggen the
Gales Point area. At the Gales Point. site he found btieedargest nesting sites for hawksbill turtles in @aibbean
region.

This program was supported by the U.S. Fish and WildEf®i€e through the Reef Preservation Committee. Th
Gales Point field site was established in cooperatiibh @. Winston Miller of the Fisheries Department undejrant
from the World Wildlife Fund. The “Belize Sea Turtle Rgery Plan was complete and published in 1993 with th
assistance of Karen Eckert of Wider Caribbean Sea TQdieservation Network (WIDECAST). Lobbying by the BAS
led to passage of laws protecting sea turtles and thenggtening of the Turtles Regulations through amendmen
announced on April 1, 1993.

Whaling Commission

BAS was asked by the Government of Belize to select asaqagive to the Whaling Commission. With support
from the Tinker Center for Coastal Studies in Latin Ainger BAS representatives attended meetings of the Whalir
Commission.

Game Ranch Project

In the midst of the elections of 1984, a project was propfusdglelize that caused considerable controversy an
conflict within the BAS. Kent B. Crane proposed to develop 20,@88sa0f marginal land near Crooked Tree as a garn
ranch where foreign hunters would come to shoot exoticasifrom Africa and other places, along with native wiedlif
He also proposed a captive breeding program for endangereiésspsing embryonic transfer in association with the
National Zoo and Smithsonian of the USA. An Environmental Itnpasessment was being done. Mr. Crane came to
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BAS Board meeting and brought Mr. Jan Oelofse who hadagame ranch in Namibia, Africa. He showed pictures an
a copy of a picture of himself in National Geographic magaz

BAS raised concerns about the introduction of exotic asitasaBelize and sought advice from friends in the US
but the BAS Board was divided on the issue. Some wefaviour because of the breeding program for endangere
species. Others urged caution. The GOB was said to eeade with the approval of the Chief Veterinary Offiaed
the BAS sent a letter to the Minister of Natural Resesirexpressing cautious support of the two projects.

But then the BAS saw the Crane Game Ranch proposal aeiegaeplies from experts at the New York
Zoological Society, who expressed grave concerns about Mr.’€g@ogect. At this same time BAS had just receives th
first grant from the World Wildlife Fund to support the n€ackscomb Basin Wildlife Sanctuary. It was suggestetiftha
BAS supported the game ranch, they might lose the WWF funding BAS Board then reversed its position anc
informed the Minister of Natural Resources. But thatrditiend the matter. The Chief Veterinary Officer wrbke BAS
asking why they supported the proposal originally and wlatenthem withdraw that support. Their response explair
the history of this issue.

At a meeting of our Executive Committee held dhMay, 1985, | was directly to acknowledge and thank you for
your letter No. FI/2//85(5) of 1'7May 1985, regarding the Belize Audubon Society’s position on Mr.®&@nie’s proposals.

In November of last year, Mr. Crane verbally informed a few ofBnard members that he proposed to establish a
wild game reserve with native animals and five species of impoetdand antelope, which he named. He planned to later
establish an endangered species breeding program. He would use upQ@6 a6res of marginal and not good agricultural
land. He informed us he had elaborate plans for quarantining imported anamals prevent the introduction of disease. He
assured us his animals would be so well confined and trained #vat would be very little chance of their escaping and not
being recovered. He was asking the Belize Audubon Society to shigpmmposals. The subject being entirely new to us, we
sought advice from our scientist friends here and abroad.

Around the 12th of January, 1985, we were informed, erroneously asédtout, that Mr. Crane did noteed our
support any more as the Minister of Natural Resources had already @pphis application to establish his game ranch and
breeding program. Anxious that safeguards should be taken to protect oufewdldt our promising cattle industry, we
agreed that our letter dated 42January, 1985, to the Minister should be written, not so muclippost of Mr. Crane’s
proposals, but more to highlight our concern that safeguards beswiitto any concession granted to him.

Later, our Board was able to see Mr. Crane’s written proposals, &ed studying them and taking into account the
advice received from wildlife biologists here and in the UnitiadeS, we decided to write to the Minister stating thatlige
not endorse Mr. Crane’s proposals.

We do not support Mr. Crane’s proposals because we are not convirateletlhas satisfactorily dealt with the
guestion of disease potential. He does not state that he wilidpr@voper quarantine facilities to assure that the animals
imported are free of disease and parasites. We read in the March 189&5dfAudubon magazine that one of five black
rhinos imported into Texas from South Africa died two months aftaraarithe rhino was found to be host to a strange tick
which after extensive tests turned out toAbeblyomma hebraeung species that can transmit various unhealthy fevers. The
rhinos had supposedly passed as pest free by the U.S. Departmgnitoitiéte.

Mr. Crane has not dealt satisfactorily with the problem of prevertiisgimported animals from escaping and
competing with native wildlife, or with the problem of keeping jaguar®bhis enclosed game ranch. Dr. Alan Rabinowitz,
who made a two-year study of the jaguar in the Cockscomb Basin, inferthat it is unlikely “- foot game proof fences”
(which Mr. Crane proposes to install) will not keep jaguars out. Thedtigvill scale almost any type of fence to get to its prey
— the various species of deer and other animals which Mr. Crane meposmport. At one stage Mr. Crane proposed to
electrify his fencing. This would mean a minimum of 22 miles chfgim order to enclose his proposed 20,000 acre ranch. At
another stage, we were informed that he would tranquilize and reamyviaguar which found its way into his enclosure. Dr.
Rabinowitz, who used this method during his jaguar study, assured tisishia not so easy. The jaguar must first be cornered
and the amount of tranquilizer needed must be assessed befoadrtirstered in the right place. At yet another stage, Mr.
Crane is reported to have said that any jaguar found in his game rgitidie shot.

Although in his verbal proposal, Mr. Crane mentioned the importation of mel\species of deer and antelope, his
written proposal listed many more deer and other animals.

Mr. Crane has implied that he was associated with the National gicaloPark/Smithsonian Institution. This was
denied by Michael H. Robinson, Director.

For the past several years, the Belize Audubon Society has drigzh¢h the Belizean people to appreciate and
protect our wildlife. We wonder what effect allowing strangers to dorar country to hunt and kill wild animals will have.

We have sought and received advice from various persons in the ai®.,06 whom have worked here and are
therefore familiar with our need for development as well as ripEoitance of protecting our wildlife. Some of the letters
received have already been copied to your Ministry, and we moilese further copies of these. Some other letters were
received under confidential cover and are being treated as such. .
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We believe that any advantages we may gain from Mr. Crane’s [mojemild be far outweighed by the risks
involved.

We trust that this information will be of help to the Ministend we extend our best wishes. (Letter to the Chief
Veterinary Officer, May 30, 1985)

Coca Cola

On October 3, 1985 a News Release from Coca-Cola Foodsustdh, Texas, announced their plans to invest i
Belize, buying large portions of the vast property owned biz8&lstates.

“Negotiations have been concluded for the purchase of approximatel9OmO8¢res of land in northwestern Belize
by a group of business interests as part of a program to assis gconomic development of that Central American country.

The business interests who will participate in the project includeyBar Bowen, a Belize businessman; Paul Howell
and Walter Mischer, Sr., Houston businessmen; and Coca-Cola Foods, aohtbased division of the Coca-Cola
Company...

"The agreement among the interests provides for Bowen, the Hiliggher group, and Coca-Cola Foods to each
own 50,000 acres of land individually. The remaining acreage will bejbmldy with Bowen holding a 40 percent interest,
and the Howell-Mischer group and Coca-Cola Foods holding 30 perceht eac

“Coca-Cola Foods announced that it plans to utilize its individually owmaedeage for a citrus project.
Approximately 25,000 acres of citrus could be planted over tkiesegen years. Initially, the fruit would be processed ksl loc
processors or it could be shipped to Florida for processing. Lafgmaessing plant could be build in Belize if the project
warrants it, and the concentrate processed there would be shippéatitta for remanufacturing and packaging.”

“The reasons given for their interest is loss of 200,000 acresayMes in Florida to freezes have caused Minutemaid
(22 % share of US market) to depend upon concentrate from Brazil.”

This announcement prompted a strong response among envirafister@nd international funding agencies tha
had been investing in various projects to insure thatiz&8sl development could proceed in a sustainable
environmentally-friendly manner.

This letter from BAS Vice President Ford Young shows tie of the BAS in the process.

“Members of the Board of Directors have had a meeting with reprathess of the Coca-Cola group and Coca-Cola
is aware of the environmental implications of their project and dalleverything reasonably possible to minimize adverse
effects.

“The Mischer/Howell group has not made any announcement as to thelogeent plans. They have recently
formed a corporation known as “Yalbac Ranch and Cattle Corporation” to hahdleinterest in the area.

“Before the Coca-Cola group came into the picture, Barry Bowea {lhen owner of Belize Estate and Produce Co.
Ltd) and his associates had a meeting with members of the Board abBiretthe Belize Audubon Society and expressed his
willingness to work with the Society in setting aside a prateatea and to minimize habitat destruction as far as possible. |
understand that Barry intends to utilize some of the better quatity flar agricultural purposes, but he also is hoping to be
able to set aside a considerable acreage which contains numerous Maysuamdi which he hopes to develop into a carefully
controlled tourist attraction and wildlife reserve — something onotiaer of Tikal. . .” (Letter to Francis Spivy-Weber of the
U.S. National Audubon Society November 27, 1986)

The controversy really heated up when Friends of the Egptirted in a BBC programme that Coca-Cola Food
claimed to be working closely with the BAS and implieattthe BAS would be doing the Environmental Impact
Assessment for the project.

“Coca-Cola Foods has not worked closely with BAS to determine howdbpsbtect the environment and critical
habitats as Coca-Cola Foods implements its development plan and, othex pheliminary meeting that took place on May
22, 1986, there has been no formal contact between Coca-Cola Foods and BAS.

“The Belize Audubon Society agrees that there is a need to forgparption of an environmental impact assessment
before any large-scale development project is undertaken ineBélawever, at this time, BAS has neither the human nor
financial resources to carry out such a survey on behalf of Cata-Eoods (and has not agreed to do so0).” (Statement
released by the BAS Board of Directors on Janu&ry1887)

To clarify matters, BAS Executive Director Walter @ aViichele Beale of Coca-Cola Foods and Charles Secre
of Friends of the Earth had a 15-minute discussion on the@B@e last Friday in January of 1987.

The BAS consulted Mark Halle of the IUCN for help with #revironmental impact assessment of the Coca-Col
Foods Project. By this time, however, the internatiortghtion to this project seemed to have had its effect Quwa-
Cola Foods.
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“Coca-Cola realizes that there are environmental implicationang project that might be conducted on the land and
we have no intention of beginning development activities without anoameéntal plan. We have conferred with several
consultants on how best to pursue the environmental management plan ardomasider such ideas as commissioning the
Belize Audubon Society to conduct the assess, or in some othietegmgte their ideas into the final plan.

“There has been some question raised that Coca-Cola Foods has risledhllic by stating that we have worked
closely with the Belize Audubon Society in the past. We havavithethe BAS Board and communicated to individual
members. There has not yet been a close working relationship becaysejétt has been on hold pending resolution of the
business factors mentioned above. It was certainly not CCF's imtieiot mislead anyone, and it is our intention to work with
the Belize Audubon Society in the future.

The Belize Audubon Society already has indicated to CCF an intersstting aside a portion of the former Belize
Estate and Produce Company as a nature or wildlife preserve. Weontinue these discussions although we cannot make
any commitments at this time. We are willing, however, tataitiscussions with the other purchasers of the Belize Estates
Land, but we, of course, cannot make commitments on their belwad-la Foods, February 18, 1987)

In the meantime the Government of Belize, in Statutoryrunsent No. 116 of 1986 (December 20, 1986), ha
granted a development concession to Mischer of Houstorcdruession refers to “an integrated agricultural enites,”
but the name “Yalbac Ranch and Cattle (Belize) Limiteafjgested cattle ranching. It included a fifteen-yeao(ire)
tax holiday through 2001 and provided relief from customs aparinduties on items to be brought into the country. Ir
return the company was required to have at least 30 permamplayees by the end of 1988.

On March 18, 1987, BAS members Philip Balderamos and YWateig toured the Yalbac portion of the former
Belize Estates lands with John Loskot. Loskot had bagaged by Yalbac Ranch and Cattle (Belize) Ltd to oversee tl
establishment of an integrated agricultural enterprigbdnyalbac area of the Orange Walk and Cayo Distridte.area
they saw is in the southern portion of the former Beligate and Produce Co. land in northwest Belize. Acoetset
project site is from Burrell Boom through Bermudian Landamgl Rancho Dolores. The BAS representatives found th
125 acres had already cleared and some conservation mdzesdife=en taken. They suggested that more trees la@def
that 50-meter strips of forest be left undisturbed at iatereading to the lagoon.

“...The Yalbac Ranch and Cattle Corporation, owned by US entrepreneurs HMisohler and Paul Howell, looks
likely to become the next target for environmental groups comtembeut damage to Belize’s forest ecology, following
publication of details of their plans for their portion of thenfier Belize Estate & Produce Co. lands . . .

“Lands suitable for agriculture will be cleared of all but the largezes to make way for a 50,000 acre cattle ranch
and smaller farming units for production of foodstuffs and protein coratentrops. The rest will be left for nature study and
limited hunting. The Belize Audubon Society commented thatlhasibeing twice as large as Coca-Cola Foods’ proposed
development, it will be ecologically far more destructive thamnpaent citrus orchards.” Caribbean InsightSeptember,
1987)

On March 19 Coca-Cola invited the BAS Board to a meetihgre the Coca-Cola Foods plans were presente
BAS learned that Coca-Cola Foods had employed an ecoltigisup to then Coca-Cola’s only activity was a nurséry
citrus trees and no trees were felled, and that thelipianting was planned for a fairly open area of pidgei The BAS
Board prepared the following policy statement.

“Because of its relatively untouched natural environment, the @ovent and people of Belize have the unique
opportunity to design and implement a comprehensive strategy folinsiadevelopment that integrates concepts of
environmental conservation in the planning process. The Belize AudubatySectognizant of the need for economic
development of the country so as to ensure the wellbeing ofdpke p€he urgency of the need for development, however, may
threaten to encourage measures that produce solely short-term fingaaial rather than policies designed to achieve long-
term, environmentally sustainable development. Thus, to ermatrthe development of Belize results in long lasting, positive
change, the Belize Audubon Society urges those engaged in actalatewgrto the further development of the country to keep
the value of natural areas in the forefront of their thinking and firtggrate environmental protection measures into
development policies.

“At a meeting held on f9March 1987, between personnel of Coca-Cola Foods and the Belize AuSabiety,
Coca-Cola Foods personnel explained as best they could their presditrpos the development of citrus groves in the
northwestern sector of the country of Belize.

“Coca-Cola Foods is prepared to fund the development of an environmergatt assessment of the area to be
cultivated and has agreed to have the involvement of the Belize AuBobimty at all phases of development of the said
impact statement.

“Consideration will also be given to the possibility of settagjde a parcel of land which would be left undisturbed
S0 as to ensure the preservation of the flora and fauna native toghe

“The need for continued dialogue between Coca-Cola Foods and thee Belidubon Society was recognized and
assurances were given the Society that efforts would be made that this is done.
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“The Belize Audubon Society appreciates the interest of Cotaf@mds in addressing the environmental issues
associated with the citrus project and looks forward to a fruitfdl mxeaningful working relationship. (10 April 1987)

BAS then learned that the partnership that had origipaifghased the Belize Estates Lands had dissolved. Coc
Cola Foods ended up with some 195,000 acres. They intended topdermBld0,000 acres for citrus and were unsure
about what to do with the rest. Sifd&S intended to buy land in Belize, BAS hoped that they migiytland adjacent to
the land that Coca-Cola Foods would reserve, creatiagya teserve.

By August Coca-Cola announced that the citrus developmentdefayed for at least three years and perhay
indefinitely, so the environmental impact assessment was dewer They agreed to reserve 40,000 acres and to spe
$50,000 developing this parcel. Another 10,000 acres was donatesl ®otvernment of Belize to be given to Belizear
farmers for agriculture. Coca-Cola intended to sell timeaieing 93,000 acres at the price they paid. Belizeans we
encouraged to purchase this land. A 1,725-acre parcel adjadée Belize Zoo was officially donated for expansibn
the Zoo.

The Massachusets Audubon Society and “Friends of Betiagied on a media campaign to purchase the lar
that Coca-Cola was selling. The issue was covered on “60t&&iyi a popular television program in the United States
and there was extensive coverage in Europe. The media expomwght considerable international attention to
environmental issues in Belize and to the Belize Auduboie§oc

“Fortunately, the conservation movement in Belize is now a golMarce, thanks to the naturalists’ organisation,
the Belize Audubon Society, and its extraordinary influence on a gystipaggovernment. The separate initiative of the Belize
Audubon and other organisations and the government have consolidated tbisawnt.

In 1981, the government passed the National Parks System Act. thedmst, the Audubon Society has a mandate
from the government to help it to develop and run the parks. Since M8hafks have been established, and more are
planned. ... Dean Lindo, the agriculture and conservation ministes, 3&‘re going at conservation hell’s bells. This is the
uniqueness of Belize that we can make decisions now to presernpeahect what we have.{(New Scientist29 October
1988)

In the end Coca Cola pulled out altogether. The Rio Bravo Caigsar and Management Area was establishe
with land donated by Coca Cola and adjacent land purchatieéuwis collected in the inter-national media campaign. |
is now owned and managed by Programme for Belize. The 255,080aeea is used for research, eco-tourism
horticulture, sustainable forestry, carbon sequestratmmmunity outreach and environmental education.

BAS' 24-Hour Hotline
[when did this start and regular committee meetings?]

Malaysian Logging in Toledo District

In 1994 a logging concession for 24,000 acres of the Toledo Disaggiven to Atlantic Industries Corporation,
a Malaysian firm. There was such an outcry raised byB#l&zean environmental organizations with support from
international organizations that the project was stoppetinot for long. In 1996 the project was back again, thig tim
with a modern forest management plan revolving around seddotiging of small blocks of forest and then allowing thai
block to recover for several years. There was to be nimguwtithin 60 feet of rivers or streams. The permit cosdtelrl@%o
of the Columbia Forest Reserve and areas along the bouwfdhegySarstoon-Temash National Park.

Again there was an outcry from environmental organizatiows adso from the local indigenous people, the
Mopan and Kekchi Maya, who organized massive protests. @f8ucted a fact-finding mission to the area in June c
1996 and found that the loggers were violating the terms ofpihreaed plan by taking too many trees from too large a
area and by cutting along riverbanks.

In September of 1998 the GOB declared a halt to the loggilicgadetjuate consultation with the local population
had occurred. A commission was appointed.

Lamanai Room Declaration

The year 1997 was known internationally “The Year of the Rbet,in Belize it brought a number of threats to
our beautiful, fragile reefs. Two diving boats dragged thedhars over the reef at Lighthouse Reef in July, a captiv
dolphin theme park was approved, exceptions to the lobster fistisgvere approved to allow for lobster ranching, anc
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there were rumors of live rock exportation. These threaBelize’'s most precious and unique natural resource prampt
the BAS to hold an unprecedented joint Board of Direatoesting with the Belize Tourism Industry Association. yrhe
invited other environmental organizations as well to the LamBoom at the Fiesta Inn. The resulting Lamanai Roor
Declaration, was signed by 26 organizations.

Whereas, in a joint meeting, the BTIA and the BAS, with the dugipoumerous non-governmental organizations,
after due deliberations, have concluded in preliminary anatyrsisactions taken by the Government of Belize on the following
issues:

1) Dolphin Park - Cangrejo Caye

2) Cruise ship damage to the reef

3) Live rock exportation

4) Lobster ranching and

5) Logging in the Toledo District

Are indicating disregard for principles of sustainable development,nuorty consultation, conservation and
environment, and are indicating a possible violation of Belizean @mwiental legislation in regards to the 1990
Environmental Protection Act, the 1994 Environmental Impact AssegsRegulations, the Wildlife Protection Act, the
Freedom of Information Act, the Fisheries Act, the Congtitat Rights of Belizeans and terms of International agreements
anad other conventions relating to the environment: Agenda 21, UNCED, @8&3agena Convention; Declaration of Tulum,
June 1997: UN Law of the Sea and the International Year of the Re@éf, 199

Therefore, BTIA and BAS and the undersigned urge that the Governntieatdaly, in its decision-making process,
immediately suspend the licenses of (1), (3), (4) and (5) arsitré); respect the technical expertise afforded them during
their period of office and respect the wishes of the Belizean gpdoplfull participation, disclosure, transparency and
consultation in this process and in current and future development propssels as the Northern Ambergris Caye
Development; and establish a national agency to coordinate coastal and nafanes by immediately presenting the
proposed Coastal Zone Management Agency bill to the House of Reptiess.

Be it resolved that we the undersigned shall:

1) jointly retain legal counsel to represent the multi-sector@rest, and the interest of all Belizeans;

2) support the position of the fishing cooperatives of Belize orelof@siching and other reef-related issues;

3) advise the international environmental community in respebecabove;

4) not discount the possibility of dialogue with international fundiggncies.

A second meeting between the Belize Audubon Society (BAS)renBelize Tourism Industry Association (BTIA)
was held on October 21, 1997, at the Radisson Fort Geortgé iHdBelize City and the following update on the five
issues was issued:

1) Live Rock Exportation: It was reported that the Government of Belize (GOB) hat received any application
nor granted any concession for the exportation of live.rock

2) Reef Damage:The Ministry of Tourism and the Environment has received the BZ8$00 from two of the
vessels concerned which caused the recent damage toftheheestatutory Instrument relating to environment potioe
is currently being amended to increase the fines foresslidamage to the reef.

3) Logging in the Toledo District: It was agreed that a closed meeting will be held betvike BTIA and BAS to
study all the parameters surrounding the issue and th&lehelders will be invited.

4) Lobster Ranching: Two licenses were granted for lobster ranching, one td A&bster near Cosiga Creek
(James Wang Company), and a second to Dangriga TaiwaatiWeitLtd. near Bread and Butter Caye in the Dangrig
District. A team of fisheries experts reviewed the appiboa made for these projects and the licenses granted.

5) Dolphin Theme Park at Cangrejo Caye:BTIA/BAS officials met with the Minister of Tourism dnthe
Environment, the Permanent Secretary, the Chief Environm@&italer, and the Director of Tourism. The Chief
Environmental Officer stated that the Cangrejo Caye investare given the terms of reference for a requirel
Environmental Impact Assessment Study. Once the investorsideified the company or persons to conduct thei
study, this should be forwarded to the National Environmefparaisal Committee (NEAC) for approval. The DOE
agreed to consult with BTIA/BAS on these matters.

Tilapia in Crooked Tree Lagoon

In May of 1996 it was reported that strange fish had indatle Crooked Tree Lagoon and were taking over th
lagoon, out-competing the native fish. BAS, under the direabibiClara Cuellar, took members of the Fisheries
Department on two occasions to collect samples fronCtleked Tree Lagoon. They confirmed that these strange fi
were an exotic African species of fish of the genhilspia. BAS learned thafilapia were being farmed at Cherak’s Farm
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at Big Creek. The BAS began to collect informationTdapia and released weekly press releases. BAS Members Bru
and Carolyn Miller warned of the dangersTdfapia in a Letter to the Editor published in tReporter(June 2, 1996).
They explained thalilapia are a very aggressive fish that reproduces large nurabefspring rapidly. They can have a
devastating effect upon ecosystems and native freshfigteiThey may even affect the supply of lobster and shrimp i
the sea by eating larvae at the shoreline.

This media attention resulted in an invitation by the bteri of Agriculture and Fisheries, Honorable Russell Garci
for the BAS to attend a Press Conference at Cherakis. Feollowing that field trip several concerns were mhigéo
Environmental Impact Assessment was done until May of 1996, onaffeathe farm was in operation. There were nc
monitoring reports at that time. There was a confliant#rest for those responsible for monitoring werespenel hired
and paid by the Cherak’'s Farm. Although the personnel atakhe~arm assured the visitors thdtapia would not
survive even one hour in salt water, the demonstration failetthédiish were still alive three hours later. The BASoal
found that the screens in the catchment system werg@setlaresulting in water from the ponds flowing freely i
environment.

A joint press release from the BAS and the Ministry ofi@gture and Fisheries stated that they agreed to form
joint team to address the concerns of the fisherman dlilapia in the Crooked Tree Lagoon, to review the policies an
regulations governing aquaculture in Belize, to ensure thatj@gaculture project proposals go through an environment
impact assessment process prior to implementation, apcbioote public awareness on the real economic, social a
environmental effects of aquaculture in Belize.

[What has happened since 19967 Has there been any attempeaadication in the Crooked Tree Lagoon]

Caye Chapel Development

BAS expressed concern about the development proposed by Caye Chafoees Ltd. Caye Chapel has a
history of extensive development projects and little naturaltsgge remained on the island. A golf course was ir
the process of development. An Environmental Impact Assessflaéi} was submitted to the NEAC for the
expansion and relocation of the airstrip. The NEAC rejetttegroject on the grounds of technical unsoundness, b
Caye Chapel Ventures appealed and the assembled App#alsalmgranted clearance for the project hJaly
1998. Investigation by the BAS showed a number of illegtVides. No shields were used when dredging wa:
carried out and the BAS got photographic documentation afraepbf sediments going out towards the reef. The go
course was built without an EIA. The north end of the islaad reclaimed in contravention of the EIA and dredging
permit. Further development is taking place even though no [@omoe Plan was filed. In the election of 1998, the
victorious Peoples’ United Party used the Caye Chapel develtpas a campaign issue on neighboring Cay
Caulker and San Pedro. With the support of the other aagéon BACONGO, the BAS lobbied the new governmen
to revisit the entire Caye Chapel development.

National Conservation Strategy

When Belize became independent, the new nation received ativera help in developing plans for
conservation.

“Dr. Bernardo Zantille, Regional Director for Latin America and thearl®bean, International Union for
Conservation of Nature and Natural Resources (IUCN), was iz a short visit, Septembét #b &".

“Accompanied by Mrs. Weyer and Mr. And Mrs. Waight, he met withl)MHyde, Permanent Secretary, Ministry of
Natural Resources, and Mr. Henry Flowers, Chief Forest OfficeBelmopan. As a first step in the development of an overall
plan for conservation in Belize, Dr. Zentilli proposed that two chasts from IUCN meet with the Belize Planning
Committee, and he suggested a two-week period in early Decé(ib&E Bulletin, September 1982)

“A mission from the IUCN was in Belize from Novembef 29 December 1 The mission consisted of three
members of the IUCN Commission for Environmental Planning — [@rréPiHunkeler (head of mission), Dr. Cyrille de
Klemm, and Mr. Merilio Morell — who were later joined by Drchie Carr Il of the New York Zoological Society, Mr. Bruce
Rich of the Natural Resources Defence Council, Washington,ah@€Mr. R. Dubois of the USAID.

“The mission was here at the request of the Belize government anhdvith various departments to gather
information that will assist in the development of a National Conserv&irategy. They also participated in a workshop with
representatives of several ministries, departments and otlgamimations, including the Belize Audubon Society. Before
leaving, the visiting experts met with the BAS Board m#diors.” (BAS Bulletin November-December 1982)
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The mission was followed up by a visit in October of 1984 fidark Halle, Manager of the Conservation
Development Centre of IUCN, Dr. James Barborak andCitaig MacFarland of CATIE.

“The purpose of Mr. Halle’s visit was to review the prior#ti€or the next stage of work in the Belize National
Conservation Strategy and to develop project proposals covering theiproof necessary technical assistance. The report of
the first IUCN mission, “Conservation for Sustainable DevelopmeBteiize: Towards a National Conservation Strategy,”
was presented to Government in May of last year.

“Dr. Barborak and Dr. MacFarland came to identify specific consdipn projects in which CATIE could help with
providing technical assistance, training and funding. Mr. David Lo@ATIE intern, who arrived Octobef"5will remain in
Belize until the end of November. He will be preparing funding propesalglanning documents for several conservation
projects.” BAS Bulletin October 1984)

An Environmental Agenda for the 21st Century

Valdemar Andrade

Under its Advocacy initiative, BAS has launched a documeritiezht An Environmental Agenda for the 21
Century.” This document outlines BAS’ position on the masués affecting our natural environment, some of which ar

People and the Environment

Tourism

Environmental Education

Fisheries and the Coastal Zone

Waste Management

Forestry and Protected Areas

Water Resources

Land Ownership and Development

Agriculture

The document gives the current status, points out the challengeerns and offers proposals for action. The
preparation of this document involved several months of preparand consultation with Belize professionals in their
relevant fields. The Agenda was officially launched the 23" of June, 1998, to the media, politicians, NGO's,
development organizations, government department, and the geneial publ

The strenghtened advocacy arm of the BAS also embarked @e¢bad phase of the program in which the
Advocacy Coordinator and the Executive Director met withitipal parties in Belize to deliver copies of the
environmental agenda for key party officials.

The current trend toward an equitable stewardship of the natural envirorimeoinverging on Belize from two
primary directions - a traditional social value and a growing awarenegfiéyopulation at large of the importance of proper
environmental management practices in the interest of futureajames.

A traditional and prolonged respect for the natural environment has deamderlying ethic of Belizean peoples.
The best example of this has been the coexistence of ylaewith the tropical marine, coastal, and rainforest ecosystems f
the past three thousand years. We are all beneficiaries ointtie cumulative awareness and use of food, medicine, shelter
and all the prerequisites of daily life originating from what natorevides.

On the other hand, the growing environmental awareness partially icfaehy the experiences of the developed
countries has led to greater conservation efforts by developing coutdrissure greater viability in an increasingly more
fragile global environment. The unique capability of Belize tah# balance toward a renewed environmental morality -
despite the overwhelming demands of migration, industrialization, dvahization - places it far ahead of other developing
countries and in the path of realizing the need for prudentlynignéievelopment with the dictates of the environment.

Within this seemingly contradictory path toward development which evéaaed with on the eve of the twenty-first
century, we have prepared the following document entitled "An &magntal Agenda for the 21st Century." This document
reflects our position on the status of the natural environmeat;dhcerns, and proposals for action.

While it is hoped that the political parties fielding candidatess the upcoming general elections will pay close
attention to this document, we emphasize that it is also direztegmbers of the private sector, the civil society, NGOs and,
indeed, all Belizeans.

We feel proud that our mission of promoting "the sustainable use and piteseifaour natural resources in order
to maintain a balance between people and the environment, " is consigterihe unending efforts to find this delicate
balance between development and the environment.

As the oldest and one of the leading environmental organizations iootnisry, we hereby pledge to work closely
with the private sector, civil society and the GovernmeBetize to ensure that the proposals for action herein presented are
taken into serious consideration and acted upon. (Preface by Joge™Barcia, BAS President, May 26, 1998)
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BAS Advocacy Programme

The goal of the BAS Advocacy Programme is to take acti@msure that policies set forth by the Government c
Belize, especially with regard to land and watee @nvironmentally sound and take the best interest of thieeBe
people into consideration. This program is funded by a ocaegmnt from the Humanitarian Institute for Coopenati
with Developing Countries (HIVOS) beginning in Septembef819

Major objectives or the program are:

To establish an expanded grassroots base for the BAS,

To advocate for policies and enforceable regulationstékat into account sound environmental behaviour
amongst specific targeted groups,

To establish an information and research system to comeple and add to the Conservation anc
Environmental Data System,

To take a leading role in steering the Belize AllianceCohservation Non-Governmental Organizations
(BACONGO) and participate actively in the Association afibihal Development Agencies, and

To demonstrate successful approaches to sound environmentdbbhehav
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Chapter 4

Environmental Education

From its inception the Belize Audubon Society has been comnidtedvironmental education, both of youth and
the general public. The Youth Education Committee was edtabliat its formation and members quickly got to work
Copies of thaBAS Bulletinwere provided to all secondary schools.

At the monthly meetings of the Society there were talkslest slide presentations and movies by members al
others sharing their expertise. Business meetings usudtyvém the feature, which was advertised as being opdreto t
public. The following talks were given in the first year.

March 7 Dora Weyer Birds of Belize City

April 17 Magnus Halcrow Orchids of Belize

May 22 W. Ford Young Physical Geography and Geology of Belize
June 19 Meg Craig Tropical Plants

July 24 Louis Lindo Forest Environment

August 21 Peter Hill Movies of Wasps, Butterflies and Snakes
September 12 Dr. Andre Clewell  Use of Fire in Forest Manageme
September 18 Gil Rosado Our Fishery Problems

October 23 Dora Weyer Snakes of Belize (with live specimens)
November 20 Peter Hill Movies of Birds, Mammals, and Issect

Our December meeting was cancelled as a mark of rekpeRussell Waters, Chief Forest Officer and BAS
member, who was killed in a plane crash on December 8, H&tBad been scheduled to speak at the January 22, 19
meeting. Instead Magnus Halcrow spoke on “Conservationdst \Affrica.”

BAS Bulletin

The firstBelize Audubon Society Bulletvas produced in March 1969 by W. Ford Young and his Wiédlje. In
September Norman Staines succeeded them and then the§eo@t on the task by the end of that first year. BAS
Bulletin was faithfully produced every month for the first eighteeargeauintil August of 1987 when it was succeeded b
the quarterh BAS Newsletter.

BAS Library

The first BAS library was housed at Ford Young's Offio®l was comprised of his books, which he donatec
Additional books were donated by Colonel Hastings and other prsnalmd friends. The library was moved to the BAS
office on the Foreshore when it was opened in 1985. Mrs.efla¢hMeekin, a Peace Corps Volunteer, spent a fe
months cataloguing the books and made a card index f&ASeBulletin

Publications

An important aspect of BAS’ environmental education has Iblee publication of educational materials. In the
early years materials were prepared for the Radio Spatsreprinted by mimeograph. They were distributed free «
charge to the schools, at exhibitions and upon request. dA8ibuted fauna and flora maps for thiééas of Belize
produced by Cubola Press.

The first Checklist of the Birds of Belizewas completed by D.H. (Don) Baldwin of Toronto, Canate led a
tour of the Canadian Audubon Society to Belize (then Sritdionduras) in March 1970. At a joint meeting Baldwin
made a presentation of 2,000 copies of the checklist to tleeBeudubon Society. The first page of the booklet is ¢
picture of a scarlet macaw that Dr. David PendergatsteoRoyal Ontario Museum discovered drawn on a potteryatase
Altun Ha.

BAS founding members Ford Young and Dora Weyer enlargddupdated the checklist in 1977. Published by
Russ Mason's Flying Carpet Tours, this version had a Jaiitive cover and recorded 67 bird families with 518 specie
A few additions were made in 1983 and the checklist was regtiténternational Expeditions featuring the Keel-billed
Toucan, our national bird.
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A revised checklist was written by D. Scott Wood, Rol@ert eberman, and Dora Weyer and published in 198
by the Carnegie Museum of Natural History. Belize wagléiviinto six geographic areas and the abundance of each
species was given for each area. This checklist adgorédl our national bird.

In 1998 a new checklist was released with a magnificegatibird on the cover. It was compiled by Bruce ant
Carolyn Miller and published by the Belize Audubon Socigtare detail]

Two books were produced in 1986 by Janet Gibson and the Reef\ition Committee in cooperation with the
Curriculum Development Unit of the Ministry of Educatidiime Coral Reef provides basic information about corals and
the coral ecosysterMy Reef Colouring Book makes learning about the reef enjoyable for students. Bathpublished
with funds from the Reef Preservation Fund raised by tipga@aTed Martin's Swim for the Reef.

A to Z of Belizean Wildlife was first published by the BAS under a grant for environmeatatation from the
World Wildlife Fund International in 1986. This handbook writfer students provided information and illustrations or
some of the reptiles, birds and mammals commonly found alizd8 It was mimeographed by the Curriculum
Development Unit of the Ministry of Education for usehe schools.

The improved second edition with a lovely colour painting on the ceaerproduced by BAS Environmental
Education Coordinator Clara Cuellar in 1995. It was sponsoyetthe British High Commission and printed by BRC
Printing of Benque Viejo, Belize.

The Community Baboon Sanctuary: A Guide Book was written by Robert Horwich and Jonathon Lyon in an
published by Orang-utan Press. The book tells the histatyeo€ommunity Baboon Sanctuary and describes the bla
howler monkeys, along the rainforest, flora and fauna of émet8ary. This book was expanded and republished in 19
under the titleA Belizean Rainforest.

Snakes of Belize, written by herpetologist Dora Weyer and illustrated by rENécCrae, was published by the
Belize Audubon Society, thanks to financial support from World Wildlife Fund, was released in September of 199(
This handbook of the snakes of Belize is intended primasilgducational material for schools, but it is of intetest
anyone interested in identifying the species of snakes fiouBdlize.

Personal Snakebite Experience

Dora Weyer

In February of 1981 | was bitten by a Yellow-jawed Tommygoff of Féadee Bothrops aspea) the Yaxchilan
ruins in southeast Chiapas, Mexico. This was almost exactly 36 géar seeing my first wild specimen of this famous species
in Costa Rica. In the meantime | had wolked many miles in temmés $n poisonous-snake-inhibited tropical rainforest: had
once accidentally stepped within a few inches of the nose abanGViper in West Africa, had unknowingly stood beside
another Yellos-jawed Tommygoff in Belize, and had twice had a Coral Snd&eagtoss my tennis, one of them twice
encircling my ankles — but had never been bitten. Poisonousssgakerally do not bite unless molested. In this case | had not
molested the snake, but was working my way along a small animathimailgh thick riverside bamboo and brush. The
tommygoff was coiled under a low spreading plant waiting for its dinneonte walking down that trail and apparently it
mistook my foot for an agouti or some such small animal and strhekfafigs entered (a bit over an inch apart) about an inch
behind my fourth toe, just in front of the start of the arch. Theniayoff was about 51/2 feet long, and the fangs long enough
to strike through the tennis and the main foot almost to the Bodesnake immediately withdrew so that | did not see it when |
looked down and | picked up a stick and poked into the plant to see whaf kipdr it was. This was an unusually gray fer-
de-lance. The one | had first seen in Costa Rica was vdilatly and those in Belize were varying shades of brown. Thare is
considerable colour variation in most species of snakes.

Pain did not start appreciably for four or five minutes, then becaore snd more severe so that an hour later, as |
flew back to San Cristobal de las Casas, pain was excruciatinginvéittew minutes after the bite | grew dizzy and first
needed a friend’s arm to help me walk out and then had to sit dowhble to stand upright. Soon | was too dizzy to sit and lay
down. | became thirsty -—very thirsty after about 15 minutes so thal lseh alone | think would have tried to drag myself
down to the riverside. The Indian in charge insisted | should not drihklon’t know the truth of this. By this time | was
nauseated and beginning to get cold. All these effects are restitte attion of the venom, this information comes from a
long-time doctor at Gorgus Memorial Hospital in Panama where they dheaike with many cases.

A doctor in the group of tourists | was guiding insisted on putting a tqueniat mid-leg. | allowed it, thinking it
wouldn’t do any good, but it shouldn't do much harm. In this | was wrArtgurniquet should not be used. Experiments have
shown that a tourniquet does keep the venom concentrated in an gxseathitas the foot or lower leg. It was first thought
this was advantageous, to keep it from the heart and brain. But concdnittat@e small area it does more damage to the
blood vessels and muscles in that area than is necessary. Also limathseen reported when the tourniquet is released and a
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large amount of venom and partially digested blood is suddenly swephégys$tematic circulation. | didn't die when the
tourniquet was released, but the large amount of tissue rot | sdffeay have been caused by the concentration of venom in
the foot and lower leg during the first two hours before we gotadtispital. The doctor with me also incised cuts across the
fang marks to release blood heavily loaded with venom and a friend on theutded blood and venom out — he was a brave
man because had he had a small open sore of any kind in his mouth he ceubgérmenvenomated also. This, if done soon
after the bite as it was, and if done by a dosttwo will know not to cut important nerves or blood vessels and tendons, i
helpful in removing venom. If you are bitten, do not allow thiset done by anyone but a doctor.

Fortunately for me the Indian in charge of the site came runningamitilal of antivenin. The government of Mexico
very widely keeps antivenin at all archeological sites. | warltexditjected intravenously, which is the way it should be done.
Tests have shown that nearly 85% of the antivenin is active at ¢hef $ite bits if injected intravenously, whereas only 1.5%
moves to the area where it is needed if the injection igrmiscular. We were taught years ago to inject antivenin
intramuscularly, but this is nhow known to be a mistake. Antivenipifaripers is made from horse serum from horses that
have developed a strong immunity to viper venom. Horse serum is dasdgergive a human if the person is allergic to it as
many people are. And do, although | thought | was not allergic to itjaber did not want to give it intravenously where the
allergic shock might be severe enough to cause death. | finally warotg relieving the doctor of responsibility and the
dodctor did give the injection intravenously. | then asked the Indian liadeanother vial. He did, but it was one from the
previous ear. | knew from long experience with dogs that had been tiait the viper antivenins are remarkably durable even
in the heat of the tropics, so | took the second vial. | belletehtaving those two vials of antivenin injected intravenously so
soon after the bite saved my life.

The Indians then made a litter and carried me the half mile to thieldirBy this time | was in great pain and
retching, although | had nothing in my stomach to come up. This Jadtedugh to a lesser degree, for five days, as did the

of the group and their picnic lunches on to their next stop, Bongrapakasked the doctor and one of the group who spoke
fluent Spanish to return with me to San Cristobal. The flight tookyn&®o hours, during which Ime | was nauseated, very
cold and in considerable pain. Everyone in San Cristobal was very halpdulhey took me to a private clinic where | was
given two more vials of antivenin intravenously. By the tineat¢hed the hospital | was beyond questioning what the doctors
did, but | found out later that that was all they had. | should haceived 10 or more vials because of the severity of
envenomation. And should have asked to be flown on to Tuxtle Gutierrédaw Gity, or had more antivenin flown in to me.
On the & day, as rotting of the flesh around the bite progressed, | fleMidmi (I would have gone to Mexico City, but the
lanes were full and | already had tickets and a place to Miami. Tthereotten flesh, now including all the right side and
middle of my foot and three-fourths of the muscle on the right arlddides of my lower leg, was cut away, including the
destroyed nerves, blood vessels and small tendons. Nothing wagHeftight side of my foot save the sole itself and the bare
bones and major tendons. A third of my lower leg was cut away ctiiked tendon and the main tendon up from the ankle
bone were scraped bare and the tissue removed down to the bone. My sidgaoaxaellent job and | was kept under heavy
antibiotic treatment. Surprisingly, the tissues grew back, includiagtood vessels and some nerves. | was walking within 8
weeks, albeit cautiously and with help. Today | walk normally althowghrot have control over the two outer toes and so
find balancing a bit difficult. The scar is now only about a third ofoitiginal size, and in the scar area itself | can feel
pressure but do not feel cuts or insect bites (all to the good)adroheold.

| didn't die after a severe bite by a tommygoff, but my doaogsconvinced | would have without the use of
antivenin. | can walk again because of excellent medical caeeinjortant thing in case of snakebite is to get the pdaiieat
doctor as soon as possibl&ntivenin is very important, but it must be given with knowlegégause of the danger of severe
allergic shick or even death from the horse serum. Do NOT wm@@idquet. Do NOT cut the wound open — only a doctor can
do that safely. Do NOT give alcohol which actually exaggerategfteet of the venom. See that the doctor gives enough
antivenin, and gives it intravenously, after checking for gileiThe Belize City Hospital has not lost a patient from snakebite.

Tropical Forests and their Conservation: An Education Manual for Standards 1V, V, VI was written an

illustrated by volunteer Kerrien Redington from Cornwaiigiand. Kerry spent two months in the CBWS working on he
book, which was published for the BAS Byoducciones de la Hamaaend printed by The Angelus Ltd. The manual
provides an introduction to the basic science and conservisgaes of tropical forests in terms than children cal
understandTropical Forestswas first released in the Spring of 1993. The second printin§96 had a more colourful
cover.

The Life History of the NASSAU Grouper in Belize by Jacque Carter and Greg Marrow was produced in 19¢

jointly by Belize Fisheries Department, Ministry of Walture and Fisheries and the Belize Audubon Society wit
financial support from the World Wildlife Fund. PrintedBelize by The Angelus Press Limited, this handbook camtair
helpful illustrations to explain the life of a Nassau Grouper.
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Tapir Mountain Nature Reserve and Tropical Forest Conservation Education Manual was also launched in
1996. It was written by Peace Corps volunteer Amy E. Silitkfrated by Mike Mauricio and printed by BRC Printing,
Benque Viejo, Belize, sponsored by the Nature Conseyvahlis educational manual is full of information and
illustrations on what can be found in tropical forestgeneral and the Tapir Mountain Nature Reserve in particular

Cockscomb Basin Wildlife Sanctuary: A Guide to the History, Flora, and Fauna of the Cockscomb Basin
Wildlife Sanctuary for Visitors, Teachers and Scientists was launched on January 29, 1997. This 350-page book was
work of 23 contributors, authors and artists, edited by lueigb, and published for BAS jointly byroducciones de la
Hamacaof Caye Caulker and Orang-utan Press of Gays Mill, Wisiop USA. Descriptions of the history, flora and
fauna of the Cockscomb Basin are included along with maps addsgto the trails of the CBWS and an extensive
environmental education section.

Coastal Treasures of Belize, also launched on January 29, 1997, was prepared by LiseillAland Anna Hoare
under a grant from Coral Caye Conservation under the Eurdpeimn Fund Project and printed in full colour by The
Angelus Press Limited. It is an ideal source of infoiomator teachers and students alike, or anyone interesarinimeg
about the marvels and significance of Belize’'s coasta¢ and related ecosystems.

100 Birds of Belize, published in 1995, features the most common, rare and imegréstds of Belize with
beautiful colour photographs, maps and text by ornithologist angrapher Carolyn M. Miller, along with 14 other
artists. The birds are described in detail includingrthabitat, nesting habits, and other notable behaviours.s8son
included Wildlife Conservation Society, American BirdbrGervancy, Virio, Birdlife International, Massachusett
Audubon Society, Terra Foundation, Tropical Flora and &aRreservation Society, U. S. Fish and Wildlife, \Worl
Wildlife Fund.

Mammals of Belize: A Checklist was compiled by Timothy J. McCarthy with illustratdoy Eustorgio Mendez.
It was edited by Lydia Waight and Judy Lumb, published in 1998h@iBtAS byProducciones de la Hamac&aye
Caulker, Belize, and printed by BRC Printing, Benque ViBjelize. It provides a checklist with detailed illustrations
useful in the identification of mammals in Belize.

Posters and Brochures

BAS’ first brochure was produced in 1982. It included sectmnsvhat BAS is, the work of the Society, and the
following section.

Why You Should Join

We in Belize have the unique opportunity of learning from the mist#tkether countries which have allowed
unplanned industrial development, incorrect disposal of waste, and inatdegrotection of rare and endangered plants and
animals to destroy much of their natural heritage. We can, and masttain our environmental integrity for the enjoyment
and benefit not only of ourselves, but for generations to come. @nificent coral reefs and islands, spectacular wild areas,
and great diversity of wildlife are fast becoming a not too wegt Isecret in the world of international tourism. They all need
to be protected navand it will take much care and work in the years ahead to ensuré¢hiyaare all preserved and used
wisely. The Belize Audubon Society is committed to the causen®érvation, but the support of the Belizean people is
necessary. Government, business organizations, institutions whethiglgdgagcifically with environmental matters or not,
and individuals, all need to be concerned in preserving what is gotekienvironment, and in developing it in such a way as
to maintain, and if possible to improve, the quality of life fomtbelves and for future generations. The Belize Audubon
Society would welcome as members all who are concerned withypngseur natural heritage. (April 1982 brochure)

Brochures

During his time as Executive Director, Mickey Craig produbeochures for each of the parks that BAS manage
at that time and a brochure for the Reef Preservatmnndittee on the three species of marine turtles founcelizd3
These brochures were still in use more than ten yatans |

Reef Preservation Poster

The Reef Preservation Committee of the BAS, in conjunctith the Caye Caulker Branch of the Belize
Tourism Industry Association, produced a poster emphadizngeed to protect the Belize Barrier Reef and itsdsdten
lagoon ecosystems including mangroves, sea grass bedsvaad ca
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In 1990 the BAS produced the brochukeGuide to Belize and Its Wildlife, with support from Programme for
Belize. The guide gave a brief description of Belize’sdnjstculture, geography and the major sectors of agricultur:
forestry and fisheries. It focussed on the country’'ssgstems, flora, insects and mammals, with a guidBelze’'s
protected areas. The brochure opened out to form a tlposter on the Birds of Belize.

[Esso Guatemala posters (set of four?) Jabiru poster? Jaguposter — RARE ]

Radio Programmes

BAS radio programmes began in July of 1969. They were writténpaesented by members as a part of th.
Scout Programme on Radio Belize. Board member Nor@taimes was in charge of the Scout Radio Programme a
arranged for BAS to include scripts on natural historpared by the Society. Subsequently Radio Belize donatédeir
for “Audubon Weekly” read on Mondays. These radio scriptewemnted by BAS for distribution to schools and other
interested parties. Visitors were interviewed and onpsogramme student members participated in a panel disouss

Summer Programme in Tropical Biology

In 1970 a group of U.S. mid-western universities formedA$eociated Universities for International Education
and established a Tropical Research Center at St.sJGlmtiege. Courses in marine and terrestrial ecology oféeeed
from 1972 through 1977. The marine course was held at Glover'salRdehe terrestrial course at various locations o
the Belize mainland. Mrs. Weyer was on the faculty atblacships were offered to Belizean students. BAS toek th
opportunity of sponsoring public lectures by faculty membetke Bliss Institute on a wide variety of subjects.

Goshen College Programme

From 1974 until 1979 the BAS conducted a cooperative Environmentah@auproject with Goshen College in
Goshen, Indiana. These students came to Belize for $tedty/Service Trimester. Some students worked in peatect
areas and others presented the BAS Nature Study Programuoieuls. BAS members prepared slide presentations wi
taped narrative and the Goshen students took them to the sichBelize City and in the Districts. The first year, 1975,
more than 3,700 Belizean students saw the two presentatidmes,Coastal Edge — Sand Beach” and “The Coast:
Mangrove Edge.” In 1978 6,900 students in 70 showings were shown flid& presentation on “Hardwood Forests.”

Obtaining equipment for these projects was always a chall@iige Goshen students brought the first slide
projector, which was purchased with BAS funds. Then ff&r came for another donation from Centro Agronomicc
Tropical de Investigacion y Ensenanza (CATIE).

“During my visit to Belize in January, | was very impresgétth many of the things | saw and learned in the country,
including the enthusiasm of the Belize Audubon Society for the catimemwause, which | would very much like to support.

“I understand from your letter that your society has already boughida projector and are now in need of a tape
recorder and a screen.

“| believe we may be able to supply you with this.” (Leftem Dr. Arne Dalfelt of CATIE'8March 1977)

Exhibitions

Agricultural Show

In April 1973 BAS was allowed to have a free booth at théoNak Agriculture and Trade Show held in the show
grounds near Belmopan. Board members Ford Young, DageklVShelly Matus, Bill and Diane Hasse prepared
display of photographs and pictures of native fauna whichcid a great deal of attention. There were handouts
information on BAS and conservation topics and copieshefradio scripts. The booth at the Agriculture Show wa
carried on for several years.

Although BAS was not able to have a booth in later yeles; tvere represented. For example, the first BAS
brochure was distributed in 1982 by the Chamber of CommerceedBiates Embassy, Fisheries and Forestry booths.
1983 our brochures and posters were displayed in the Fisheats

World of Audubon
The first BAS exhibition was held at the Bliss Institute Saturday, February 241990. The exhibition of
posters and photographs of the protected areas and otBecd&ervation projects was opened by Hon. Florencioniari
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Minister of Industry and Natural Resources. A programmedgo/and slide presentations included “Birds of Belize” by
Philip Balderamos, “Mammals of Belize” by Ernesto Saqd “Trade in Wildlife” by Dr. Victor Gonzalez.

Feathers 'N Fins

“Feathers ‘N Fins,” a photo exhibition featuring the kvof BAS member James Beveridge was held Novembe
4 — 9, 1991 at the Belisle Art Gallery. His images from tiredts, lagoons, reefs and cayes capture Belize’'s witulife
film. Twenty percent of the sales were donated to #h8.B

Mangroves: Our Coastal Resource

“Mangroves: Our Coastal Resource” was the theme of thet&la&ame Management exhibition held at the Bliss
Institute from March 5 — 7, 1992. The purpose of the exhibition twasform the public of the importance of our
mangroves. Coastal Zone Management/BAS Environmental EducetemNeal and Assistant Fisheries Officer Lawrenc
Lewis were responsible for coordinating the exhibit.titagted a large number of visitors including hundredscbbsl
children. Poster and essay competitions also involvedrgtutigthering their education about mangroves.

Belize in Natural History

“Belize in Natural History,” was a photographic exhibitithat presented the work of Luz Hunter, Demi Mejia
Ellen McRae and Tony Rath at the Belisle Art Gallery Navern?2 — 6, 1992. The excellent photographs of birds an
animal life, as well as underwater scenes were viewduibgreds of school children and many adults.

Eco-Fest

Eco-Fest was held at the Holy Redeemer Parish Hall Fgb&a- 8, 1994, in association with the Silver
Anniversary Celebrations, showcasing environmental programmiee ahirteen different environmental organizations
and agencies. The Central Bank of Belize and the Plildaleau of the General Post Office exhibited theinga@nd
stamps featuring the wildlife of Belize. The Cayo Pafksckscomb Basin and Crooked Tree Wildlife Sanctuaries ea
had prominent displays with park staff in attendance.

Hike and Bike for the Rainforest

On the last weekend of October, 1994, Hike and Bike for #ief&test was held in Cayo to benefit conservatior
non-governmental organizations and the Tapir Mountain Nature\Rege Environmental Exhibition was displayed at
the San Ignacio Hotel. Fund-raising included a dinner andisgp@vents.

Turtle Week

In an effort to promote sea turtle awareness in BelizeS Bponsored a Turtle Week Exhibition at the Bliss
Institute in Belize City from September 24 — 27, 1996. Thetefemtured informative and interactive displays, videos
slide shows and talks. The purpose was to educate the geulglialabout the importance of sea turtles in Belize and tf
rest of the world and why it is vital that they be pobéd.

BAS Awareness Week

Beginning November 4, 1996, a number of activities took placeedaawards educating the Belizean public
about the BAS, sensitizing people about who we are andwéhdb. There were Press Conferences, radio and televisi
talk shows and interviews, advertising in the newspapers, @emlesentations in the tertiary educational institution
throughout the country.

Manatee Week

In an effort to promote manatee awareness and conseriuaimlize, the BAS, Coastal Zone Management Projec
Natural Resources Ministry, and Fisheries Departmentgenban activities highlighting the manatee from March 23 tc
27, 1998. Activities at the Bliss Institute included a postenpetition, slide shows, talks, videos and a host of exhibi
and displays. Many school students and teachers, aasveiémbers of the general public were present at the tohibi

Manatee researchers tell us that in the 1800's Belizetstabwaters, rivers and lagoons were teeming wit
manatees, so much so that they were hunted in gbesmidance. This mass hunting in turn led to the animal’s ne
extinction. Today the manatee is considered threatambdradangered throughout its natural range.
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The manatee species that occurs in Belize, the Whelian manatee, has its highest concentration for Centr
America in Belize, but they probably number less than 706topuide. Manatees are offered protection in Belize unde
the Wildlife Protection Act.

Coral Reef Exhibition

“Our Reefs: Caribbean Connection,” was an information-padktagual traveling exhibition developed by
marine scientists and educators of the Smithsonian Trofleakarch Institute. This exhibit was delayed by twr
hurricanes in the fall of 1998. It was originally schedutedhe moved to Belize from Puerto Rico in early Octpbet
Hurricane Georges caused complications with transportatiolit aves delayed until the last week in October. But tha
was the week that Hurricane Mitch was passing throughr&@ekinerica, so it was further delayed. Finally in Novemb
the display was set up in Belize City at St. John’s @ell@ymnasium and then in Belmopan and Corozal before leavi
Belize in February of 1999. Not only did the exhibition provide aroéhiction to the basic biology of the animals anc
plants that together make up the coral reef ecosystem,ldmutdeew particular attention to the human threat to ree
survival. Pollution, over-fishing, run-offs from poor landeysractices, all threaten the delicate balance of oedbgy.

Coastal Zone Management (CZM) Project

Valdemar Andrade, 1993

Beginning in March of 1990, a BAS staff member was respanéilblthe Environmental Education component
of the Coastal Zone Management (CZM) Project under thieefies Department in the Ministry of Agriculture and
Fisheries.

It was recognized that the country needed to adopt a recliirml approach in developing a long-term strateg
for coastal resources management and conservation, wvocid complement the rapidly expanding economic
development of the country. The major focus of the CZM ptajas the preservation and sustainable use of the Beli
Barrier Reef, the longest barrier reef in the Western isj@mere. The variety of reef formations occurring witthe
territorial limits of Belize is unparalleled elsewhénethe Caribbean. The task of managing this system on airsalse
basis is an enormous challenge and one that warrants diteagr measures. A strong emphasis was placed
education, at all levels, on coastal issues. June Neathgdirst Environmental Educator under this programmevieit
by Valdemar Andrade in 1992.

RARE Programme

The RARE (Rare Animal Relief Effort) Programme wasseavironmental education project carried out by the
Forestry Department of the Ministry of Natural Resourogzrbmote public awareness. Beginning in the Spring of 199:
BAS assisted with Belize City schools where the RARE pragra was presented by the CZM Environmental Educatc
and BAS Staff. In one month they visited some 43 schoolsnatdover 10,000 students. A variety of educationa
technigues was used including mass media and puppet showsrigatnéi with a human-sized Rainbow the Toucan. Th
programme was a hit with students because it made leaabmg the environment entertaining as well as educational.

Environmental Conservation Carnival

Two traveling environmental carnivals used Rainbow the Towwad other innovative techniques to bring
environmental education to students of Belize’s outlying distridnvironmental educators from the Belize
Audubon/Coastal Zone Management Unit, the Belize Centdtrigironmental Studies and the Belize Zoo presented tt
Environmental Conservation Carnival to all the primary schiwotbe Toledo District in the spring of 1995. In the Fall,
the carnival was taken to all the schools in the CoromtiEt. In October the presenters took time out to nskpecial
appearance at schools in the villages near Tapir MountaiméNBeserve in the Cayo District. This ambitious projext
funded by a flock of agencies including World Wildlife Furide Forestry Planning and Management Project an
NARMAP.

Training Programmes

Training for Teachers

BAS members were invited to present lectures at a nupfhdifferent organizations including the Trade Union
Seminar for Worker’s Education, the National 4-H Cam@acie Rock, and the Curriculum Development Unit's Infan
Schools Science and Social Studies Seminar.
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“Besides being very interesting and informative, your lectudendgiich to enhance the learning that occurred. We feel
strongly that the ripple effect (from lecturer to teacherstiedents) will be felt because of your role in the prograrhme.
(Letter to Mrs. Lydia Waight from Carolyn Leacock, CurriculuevBlopment Unit, Ministry of Education, January 29, 1986)

Coastal Zone Management
In August of 1981, Nova University’s “Marine Sciences Undel’Raime to Belize and offered a workshop in
Coastal Zone Management. Eight BAS members participatéaiworkshop.

Environmental Education Workshop
The World Wildlife Fund — U.S. supported a workshop on Envimmal Education November 26-27, 1984, led
by Dr. Augusto Medina.

Tour Guide Training

In November of 1987 the BAS assisted the Belize Tourism Indéstsociation with a seminar designed to
provide local tour guides with knowledge of the natural histérigadize. Mr. and Mrs. James Waight presented a slid
show that depicted the major ecological zones of the coanilythe flora and fauna associated with these areas. |
Victor Gonzalez spoke on conservation and its internatdinansions.

Training for Wardens

Over the years many training programmes have been held foratideng of the BAS-managed parks. Warden:
were trained at the Police Training School in Belmopansamin in as Special Constables.

In June of 1991 a course entitled “Protected Area Persdma#ling Course was held at the Douglas D’Silva
Center in the Mountain Pine Ridge Forest Reserve, organizéteb-orest Department and Colorado State Universit
CBWS Park Director Ernesto Saqui and Protected Avisasager Osmany Salas were Assistant Facilitators.

In August of 1992 a training program in wildlife managemeas Wweld at the Belize Zoo and Tropical Educatior
Center, taught by Dr. Jack Meyer, biology instructor atthiversity College of Belize.

A minicourse on Photogrammetry and Rapid Ecological Assegs{fREA) was given to three wardens at the
Pelican Beach Resort in Dangriga in February of 1993. Thenmamxth the information was quickly used in a REA of the
Bladen Branch Nature Reserve conducted by Pio Saqui, Buganand Donald Tillett.

A Warden Training Workshop was held February 1 — 3, 199%hiastern Nature Reserve. In addition to warden
from all of the BAS-managed parks, Claudia Saqui and Paraattended representing the May Center Women’s Grou
The main objective of the workshop was to improved servffesed in the parks.

An intensive six-week training course in Forestry Skills Belize was held at the end of 1996 at the Dougla
D'Silva Forest Station in the Mountain Pine Ridge. Bg&hior staff were the trainers and two wardens completed tl
course.

Economics of Natural Resources

“Economics of Natural Resources” was the subject of a f@endoordinated by BAS and sponsored by the
National Resources Management Programme of USAID (NARMXrid Wildlife Fund, the MacArthur Foundation
and theUniversidad de Concepciarf Chile. Dr. Arcadio Cerda of tHéniversidad de Concepciasf Chile was the main
facilitator. Topics included national accounts and environrheotamodities; relationships among population, resourc
use, technology, environmental degradation and pollution; and ecortbedvry and measurement of environmenta
benefits. The Seminar was held at the Radisson/VitieeHn Belize City October 13 and 14, 1993.

Conservation and Management Training

BAS received a grant from the Small Grants ProgrammihefGlobal Environmental Facility of the United
Nations Development Programme for the training of protear®a managers and local community leaders. The fir
workshop, “Conservation and Management Training fordetet! Areas Managers and Local Community Leaders,” we
held April 10 — 16, 1994, with fieldwork in GNP. The fourteentipgrants represented six protected areas and four buff
zone communities. Two follow-up workshops were held with tineesgroup later in the year.
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Gender and Development

In cooperation with the World Conservation Union (IUCN) 8Aosted a workshop entitled “Gender anc
Development” at the Pelican Beach Resort in Dangrigen fNovember 8 to 11, 1994. Lorena Aguilar Revelo from
IUCN's Costa Rica office did a fantastic job facilitey the workshop. The workshop was designed to look at thefole
gender in development, specifically to increase the awar@fiesocietal attitudes and values concerning gender and h
these attitudes change over time, to show experiences andtodées, and to show how to integrate gender an
development in an organization. Participants included esgmtatives of women’s organizations, environmente
organizations, buffer zone community groups, and BAS pexieateas staff.

Environmental Youth Camps

Belize Youth Conservation Corps

In the summer of 1991, the Belize Youth Conservation CBNEC) held two summer camps at the CBWS.
They worked on a number of conservation projects. Sebeidges were built or repaired, steps were constructed ¢
steep hillsides, new trails were cut, and a garbagegsitdug.

From November 29 to December 2, 1993, twelve young ladies wire GNP participating in BYCC-sponsored
conservation activities. They built nesting boxes for hirdesting boxes for bats, and made hanging baskets fuidsrc
In October of 1994 BYCC youth were back at GNP constructisglfaguided trail, upgrading the orchid display and
repairing the steps leading down to the Belize River Raore@enter.

In June of 1995 an energetic team from BYCC cleaned the bedotleared trails on Half Moon Caye.

Youth Enhancement Service Discovery Camp

In the summer of 1996, 20 inner city youths along with their leadpent 6 days in CBWS. The objective was tc
use the outdoors as a practical classroom while examiningamdng about the individual and group dynamics that aris
as the kids worked through environmental activities together.

YWCA Camp at CTWS

About 100 youths participated in the Young Women’s Christiagogiation’s Environmental Education and
Awareness Summer Camp at Crooked Tree Village.

The camp, which lasted for three weeks in July of 1997, edgdigeyoung people in meaningful environmental
activities designed to help them become more involved in thedagee and management of Belize's natural resources.

Environmental Education Coordinator, Michael Somervilletueed to the groups on the Crooked Tree Wildlife
Sanctuary and its important wildlife species, includimgjabiru and the native fish species.

Belize Council for the Visually Impaired Summer Camp

A residential Summer Camp for blind and visually impairbiddcen was held at the Cockscomb Basin Wildlife
Sanctuary from July 26 through August 5, 1997. The camp wgasiaed and run by the BAS and the Belize Council fo
the Visually Impaired (BCVI) with funding from the Britigtigh Commission.

The 21 blind and low vision children, along with six of thethers and sisters, got involved in a range of activitie
which were designed to increase independence and confidence aedeiop skills for daily living, education and
mobility. Activities included arts and crafts, sportslaames, jungle treks and day trips. For many of therehilthis
was their first experience of a long trip away from home.

Coming from villages countrywide, most of the children aredgular primary schools receiving support from
BCVI. This summer camp was the first of its kind foliBe

Environmental Leadership Camp at CBWS

Members of the Youth Department joined efforts with th&SBto hold a week-long Environmental Leadership
Summer Camp at the Cockscomb Basin Wildlife Sanctuary &ogust 11 to 15, 1997.

This camp was the second of its kind and was coordinategrirby youths from the previous year’s group. Fifteer
youths ranging in age from 14 to 17 years, including coordinptotgipated.

The object of the camp was to bring together a diverse groypuths from many social, cultural and economic
backgrounds to spend a week camping and taking partiiteavariety of conservation-related activities.
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YMCA Camp at CBWS

The Young Men’'s Christian Association, in collaborationhwite BAS, held a week-long Summer Camp at th
Cockscomb Basin Wildlife Sanctuary from August 18 to 22, 1997.

Twenty-four chosen participants, primarily from the Belizgy area, learned abut the history of the Sanctuary, tf
medicinal values of plants, identification of commordbiand insects, food chains and the biology of the jaguathand
black howler monkey.

Environmental Education Programme

Michael Somerville, 1998
[Mike, | took this from your current programme, changed tenses and put it in narrative form as history. Please
check it for accuracy, correct and expand on it.]

A variety of Environmental Education efforts are underway @iz8 by both the public and private sectors.
Programmes are working to increase the school childrevéseaess and understanding of environmental problem
developing resource materials for teachers, and increggiigic awareness about various conservation an
environmental issues.

A recent baseline study was conducted in an effort to developna@inonmental education strategy for the
country. It was concluded that the most important agg®rior addressing and resolving environmental problems a
educators, NGOs, natural resource managers, commuratyerke government officials, farming communities,
environmental specialists, children, and media personnel.

While past environmental education programmes proved effectivente extent, most if not all of them have
been confined to short-term periods, mainly as a resuheofack of adequate financial resources and personné&. B/
recognizes that in order for any environmental educatiorrpnuge to be truly effective, it must be continuous.

An increased effort in environmental education at BAS waslenpossible by the creation of a full-time
Environmental Education Coordinator position in August of 1€9&te Cuellar was the first to fill this position follodie
by Michael Sommerville a year later. The extensive Enviromshd&tducation Programme is aimed at all levels of th
general population on the premise that educating people dgoahvironment and conservation will reciprocally lead tc
a better way of life for now and for generations to come.

The 5-year Strategic Plan for the BAS, developed in 1995eafefuture directions for BAS by determining areas
where it has the greatest strengths, weaknesses, andunitpes for success. From this plan an Environmental Edurcati
Action Plan was produced in 1996. General objectives inckdieating Belizeans about the environment, gettin
environmental education into the school curricula at all lemetsdeveloping protected areas as environmental educati
centers.

Protected Areas as Education Centers

Wardens have been assessed and trained to functimidasducators. An Interpretive Trail Guide was produce:
for the Blue Hole National Park. The second edition ofAtie Z of Belizean Wildlife Manu&as revised and launched
and a slide show about the Belize Audubon Society was dexklog/ardens have been trained to promot
environmentally sound practices to children and adults teatprbtected areas.

Our goal is to have a system of interesting self-inetiye trails in place in all six of its managed protelcareas.
Interpretive trail guides have been developed and improvedBa/SCand GNP. Three self-guided trail guides have bee
developed for CTWS, along with interpretive signs for &led boardwalk. Bird checklists are now available forPGN
BHNP, and CTWS.

The visitor centers for CTWS, GNP, BHNP, CBWS, arld@NM have all been upgraded and an Orchid Trai
developed at CTWS.

Public Environmental Awareness Campaign

A national environmental public awareness campaign sponsoredgtantifrom PACT is being conducted to
address the most significant environmental problems thii@eBRces. Six video TV spots have been prepared and a
being broadcast on local television stations. Similar mé&iron has been prepared for radio and newspapers through
the country.

Brochures to target owners of large portions of land lizBand for immigrants about Belize's conservation law
have been developed.
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On-the-road Exhibits
On-the-road exhibits have been developed to reach resmfdmisfer zone communities and the general public
to educate them about Belize’s protected areas, thellomevaionment, and good conservation practices.

Environmental Summer Camps
Curriculum guides are being developed for the Environmental Sun@amps to educate students or othe
interested groups about nature, and environmental and catisereoncepts.

School Visitation System
[any data on how many schools visited, students reached?]

Environmental Education in School Curricula
It is our goal to incorporate environmental education in sochwwicula at all levels. We organize school visits ta
parks and conduct appropriate environmental training workshmpmaterials for educatorfgny details?]

Environmental Clubs
[any new clubs or details on recent activities ?]

Belize Barrier Reef Awareness Day
[Is this scheduled? Or is it past]
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Chapter 5
Protected Areas

Half Moon Caye

In 1820 the first lighthouse was built on Half Moon Caye at LigitledReef. The caye is divided into two very
distinct ecosystems, a coconut grove on the eastern endlitodahforest on the western end. For over a hundred yea
the 45-acre caye has supported a nesting colony of red-footee@$.0bhé boobies coexist with their pirate neighbors, th
magnificent frigate birds. Some 98 other birds have beemded on the caye, of which 77 are migrants.

On the first of September, 1928, the western end of Half Moaye was made a Crown Reserve with thes
words:

“It is hereby notified that the following reservation is maofeler section 6 of the Crown Lands Ordinance - Chapter
83 of the Consolidated Laws, 1924: That portion of Crown Land at theskiVesstd of Half Moon Caye containing 14 acres 2
roods 30 poles which was formerly leased to George Young by Leas#2Naf.1918. S. G. 110 - 22"

BAS' first project was management of Half Moon Caye.

Our Society is very much concerned about the information we bag®&ed that the colony of Red-footed Boobies on
Half Moon Caye is being preyed upon by rats. This could be a seriaat tbrthe survival of this unique nesting site, which
has been in existence for over a hundred years, if allowed to go undh&tleady the number of birds nesting there has been
greatly reduced. It would never to do allow this important towistaction to be eliminated.

Our Society would like to request your permission to attemget rid of the rats on the Caye by the use of a rat
poison called “Warfarin,” which we have procured.

This poison, which must be mixed with rice bran in the proportionpafubd to 20 pounds, has a cumulative effect
and has to be eaten continuously over a period of time. It should rmattharfrigate birds and boobies who live on the Caye
since they are fish-eaters.

If this matter meets with your approval, we would also appregiate asking the co-operation and help of the
Customs Department in our efforts to preserve the nesting cofddgd-footed Boobies on Half Moon Caye.

(Letter to the Chief Game Warden, August 18, 1969)

RAT POISONING CAMPAIGN ON HALF MOON CAYE

At 6:30 a.m. Thursday, October 9, 3 members of the Society, M@y @m Parker and Dora Weyer, accompanied
by Customs Controller J. J. Robateau, boarded the Lolette for Madin Caye. The Lolette was taking our personnel and
supplies for the Public Works Department, who are working on the Cpg#ing damage caused by (Hurricane) Francelia.
Jim Robateau had kindly offered to let us go along on this trip smuld start the Society's Rat Poisoning Project.

This project - discussed at the BAS meeting on September 20tistarted because of repeated reports that rats on
the Caye (presumably introduced accidentally by boats long ago) aliag the booby nests, eating the eggs and possibly
even killing and eating newly hatched chicks. Verner, in his sifithe colony, mentioned this as a major problem for these
birds as long ago as 1959. Since then Hurricane Hattie decimatealihreyclt has slowly been building back up in numbers
since 1963, but so far as we can tell (because no actual nest aadiesdiave been possible), the colony is just barely holding
its own at this point. Pre-1963 accurate count records indicated thabtbeycwas very much larger than it is today. It seems
wise to do all we can to help these birds. Another severe huericéght finish them off, whereas if the colony can build up to
normal strength, it should be able to at least partially weatherfaratuch catastrophe.

At the suggestion of the Sanctuary Committee, and after discussior lBodind of Directors, Jim Waight, as
President of the BAS, sent a letter to Chief Game Warden louatlioing the problem and requesting permission for the
Society to undertake a rat poisoning program. He pointed out that we waulauarin, a poison that would not hurt the
birds if they somehow got hold of it, nor would it be dangerous fodrehilor domestic animals for the people living on the
Caye. The Forestry Department contacted the Controller of Cusdms]. J. Robateau, who reported back that, on
guestioning, his men out there verified the reports of rat depoedah the booby nests. And so permission was given.

Ford Young bought pure warfarin, 3 Ibs., for us on a trip to Miami, Jim Waighght a bag of cracked rice to use
for bait, and we waited for a day when the Lolette was scheduléthff Moon Caye and might have room for us.

We hoped to get out to poison the rats during September, Octobbdoyvember. The last of the booby's young are
leaving the island, able to fly on their own, in September. Ocislm®re month of the year when the boobies are not nesting at
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all, and only a few birds start the new nesting season in Novembeefdiegrwe felt we would disturb the birds least by
working at this time.

When the day came, it turned out that even with frantic attemptsust &ldgir schedules, it was impossible for any of
the men on the Board of Directors to leave town. We two womertiveeomly ones free and we felt we needed help. We saw
Jim Parker on the street and roped him in on it as a strong, ablebgdieng man. At the last moment, fortunately, J. J.
Robateau was able to make the trip, too. He had originally plannedda gs trip of the Lolette to make an inspection of the
lighthouse and the repairs to Francelia's damage, but his schedule wasep he had thought it impossible for a bit. He was
a tremendous help to us, making arrangements with Mr. Garbutt, thedigdgtkeeper, to check and refill baits, and carrying
the heavy and awkward load of bait and tin bait cans himself througitetige bush of the island all afternoon - no small job
on a very hot day! Our most especial "thank-yous" go out to him.

The 9th dawned wonderfully clear and calm and we made the first tripergt we have ever made without getting at
least a touch of seasickness! Mrs. Garbutt and her children amteoard returning to the Caye. She told us the rats were
terrible there! They ate all her young vegetable plantsam as the seed sprouted; they gnawed the family's shoes; and they
ruined the coconuts. The Garbutts have had to buy rat poison thesseld wage war on the rats constantly in order to
survive.

The Lolette moored off the Caye at noon. We had eaten our sandwiches inaokder to utilize every possible
moment at the Caye and off we started. Mr. and Mrs. Garbutt cameisyiboth of them enthusiastic about the program and
hoping that we could, indeed, completely eliminate rats fronfi Mabn Caye. They told us that the rats at this time af ye
lived entirely in the coconut trees, eating the coconuts, bediese were no bird eggs. This proved to be true. We checked
over the booby colony where only a few birds remained and saw no sis béing present. They were nesting in the center
of the crown of the trees, raiding the coconuts. They gnaw a holghigligh the thick fibrous outer covering of the nut, then
through the thinner hard shell, and finally clean out every bitoobout meat. They attack every nut on the tree they live on,
from small ones only 3 to 4 inches long to big full ones. Oniyley've finished all do they move on to the next tree. This
makes it easy for the Garbutts to know when the rats are EtkiThey gather coconuts for their own use, of course, and
know each tree as an individual, and know which ones the rats ackiatj.

We set 22 poison baits out, 20 nailed on the trunks of the trees whewmerattiving at the moment, one in a shed
where the Garbutts were having trouble with rats eating their supgres,one in a shed where the fish were laid out for
drying and the rats were gnawing the dried fish. In some cases the&dsajilaced in tins in such a way that rain could not get
to it, but rats running up and down the trunk had easy access. In othes, @adMrs. Garbutt's suggestion, because this was
the way they had been doing it, we used halves of coconut huskstenddaktem under the big coconut fronds so that the
rain was kept out but it all looked quite natural. This last seabems the best way, and is certainly the easiest. Ttiee20
chosen were all that were rat-infested in the SW quartdreo€aye and all along the West Side. By this time it wasgbm0
and we still had a 6-hour return trip to Belize ahead of us. The Garbi#®dfto check out and set baits on the remaining
plantation on the east side the next day. They will also chebkitkets every two days, refilling where necessary arthein
event the rats have dirtied the bait, cleaning it out and puttifgesh. Rats will not continue to eat out of dirtied baitgreat
deal depends on their continued help, and if in the end we are abé¢ tiol @f the rats on Half Moon Caye the Society - and
the boobies - will owe the Garbutts a great deal.

At the time of going to press, a report had been received frone8butt that the rats were eating the bait well and
were now dying. He is coming into town shortly and at that time Robateau and Lydia Waight will see that he gets more
bait to take back with him. At the moment we have enough, buayweveti run out before the project is finished. However, the
Public Health Department now starting a big campaign against the ratslimeBhad offered to help us out and friends in the
U.S. have offered to send more warfarin if necessary.

We hope to be able to go out on the Lolette again soon. At that émellvbe able to see for ourselves how the
project is progressing. (from the BAS Bulletin, October, 1969)

Expansion of Half Moon Caye Natural Monument

In 1971 Mr. Vivian Grey-Wilson asked Mr. Ford Young, al estate agent and BAS Vice President, to sell five

lots on Half Moon Caye. Mr. Grey-Wilson’s father had b#en collector of Customs and either purchased or was give
for his services these lots on Half Moon Caye. Mr. Young brotgghinformation to the BAS Board, who requested tha
Government acquire the remaining private lots adjoining tlsefe on Half Moon Caye.

Dr. MacFarland ofCentro Agronomico Tropical de Investigacion y Ensend@zaT IE) had visited Belize and

was interested in Half Moon Caye. He got conservatioregesito donate money to buy the lots. Out of these fureds tl
sum of $3,750 U.S. was paid to the Government of Belize, tlig blf the purchase price for the lots. Governmen
contributed the other half and canceled several leasabes® were several Gazette notices, including the one on
October 1979 that expanded the Crown Reserve to include the @atie and part of the surrounding reef.
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Establishment of Half Moon Caye Natural Monument
Half Moon Natural Monument was established as Belize’s fiirstected area under the National Parks Systel
Act.

“The order cited as the NATURAL MONUMENT RESERVATION HRIOON CAYE) ORDER 1982 (Statutory
Instrument No. 30 of 1982), signed the 4th day of March, 1982, by tlietévliof Natural Resources in exercise of the powers
conferred upon him by section 3 (1) of the National Parks Syste®8tt(No. 5 of 1981), declared the area specified in the
Schedule to the Order to be a Natural Monument. The schedule reads

"ALL that piece or parcel of land and sea lying and being part of LighthBesf and the Caribbean Sea and
containing Half Moon Caye in the country of Belize and bounded on the Naathotyer portion of Lighthouse Reef and the
Caribbean Sea, on the East by the Caribbean Sea, on the South laritiiee&h Sea, on the West by the said Caribbean Sea,
and another portion of Lighthouse Reef and containing approximately 9,708 awtebeing more particularly described as
follows:

“Commencing at a point having the geographic coordinates North Latitudel17&nd West Longitude 87° 30';
thence due north along the Eastern boundary for a distance of 5550 metresmbess to a point having the geographic
coordinates North Latitude 17° 14' and West Longitude 87 30'; thence dsieaMimy the Northern boundary for a distance of
7072 metres more or less to a point having the geographic coordinates Ndittide 17° 14' and West Longitude 87° 34';
thence due East along the Southern boundary for a distance of 7072 meteesrntess to the point of commencement.”
(Gazette20 March 1982)

International Media Coverage

The new Natural Monument attracted writers and becamsubject of magazine articles. Dr. Anne LaBastille o
West of the Wind Publications first came to Belize iniApr 1980 when she was writing an article on the Nationgk$a
of Central America for National Geographic magazine. Baeted to include Half Moon Caye Natural Monument bur
that depended on the passing of the National Parks Ordiiatocaw by October of 1980. After the National Parks
System Act was passed, Dr. LaBastille wrote “Paea@ained: A New Country Creates Its First NationakPawhich
appeared i\nimal Kingdomthe magazine of the New York Zoological Society.

“On March 20, 1982, shortly after my second visit there, Beliptaded an area of offshore reefs, islands, mangrove
keys, and sandbars the Half Moon Caye Natural Monument. It fgshenit in Belize's fledgling national park system and the
only marine reserve among Central America's 26 national parks. .

“One side of the island looks like a vacationer's postcard: wetied beaches dotted with graceful palms. The other
half is covered with a dense growth of Cordia and gumbo limbo trees, &nd bromeliads, which support a thriving seabird
rookery. . .

“This nesting area is one of only two spots in the Caribbean where alifooted boobies sport elegant white-gold-
and-black plumage rather than the usual dingy brown. (Trinidad's boolses&hibit this flashy color phase.) . ..

“[From the observation post] | could see dozens of fuzzy white babydsoalnid gangly black young frigates
crouching timidly among the orange blossoms of the Cordia trees.

“Some of the chicks lay prostrate in the sun, seeming to pamyotvere shaded by siblings or branches and sat
alertly, awaiting delivery of their meals. Overhead the pareetvously flew about, carrying food. Higher still, a few male
frigates in breeding plumage soared on slender wings, their red throat mobelieoning beneath them. A noisy, busy, yet
attractive nursery. . . it is remarkable that a new nation hasgdesged its first national park so soon after achieving
independence.”Animal Kingdom,Aug-Sept 1982)

Diane Weyer wrote an article entitled “Half Moon Ca@entral America's First Marine Park.”

“Half Moon Caye looks pretty much as it has for the last thousand yétusicanes have blown down the trees from
time to time but they've grown back. About 150 years ago someone dagetause. It's still there. So are the coconut palms
and the white sand. And the birds! The red-footed booby birds, #iserrehis particular island is the nucleus of the first
marine park in Central America. . .

“Once you've seen a couple of thousand booby birds crowding every avaitsbland shrub on the western side of
the island with their haphazard nests, it's hard to think of tlamdshs belonging to anyone else, but legally Half Moon Caye is
part of Belize, a small, newly independent country which liesi3 o the west, across miles of open ocean and behind the
second-longest barrier reef in the world. . .

“Though Half Moon Caye would never have become Central Americat srfagne park without its boobies, it is
much more than a bird colony. The caye itself is home to aoho#ter creatures including an endemic species of anole lizard
(Anolis allisoni)... And stretching away from the caye to the aadtsouth are miles of atoll reef where elkhorn, brain and
staghorn corals create a background for one of the the richest eaosystehe world... To list all the creatures that dwell
within the confines of Half Moon Caye Natural Monument would &ilhynpages. In this instance it is best to just be glad it
exists and is protected, now and, hopefully, forevBarks Vol. 7, Oct-Dec, 1982)
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Management of Half Moon Caye
Trips to Half Moon Caye for the management of that resersee veiccomplished through the generosity o
Customs or the Fisheries Department.

“On behalf of the Board of Directors of the Belize Audubon Societhould like to thank you for inviting us to
participate in your Department’s visit to Half Moon Caye in Apaitl Four of our Directors went on the trip and it was a
wonderful experience.

“Our Society is greatly concerned about the reports we havewededf raids on the Red-footed Booby nesting
reserve. We are also concerned about the effects uncontraliéshtocould have on the caye and the reef.

“In an effort to “put our heads together”, we cordially invite yaudome to our next Directors’ meeting . . . We could
then talk about Half Moon Caye and decide what we can do to try to hedprpe it in its natural state.” (Letter to Mr. G. W.
Miller 27" June 1978)

The effects of Hurricane Greta on Half Moon Caye arerdmsttin this letter to D. K. Ness written OctoliY,
1978.

“... You missed all the excitement of hurricane Greta. Westll trying to clean up the mud in our yard.

“The Lands Department sent out some of their staff to Half Moon €arjg in the week to assess the damage done
and Jim was invited to go with them. He reports that many cocares trave been blown down and huge boulders have been
washed up on the caye. The base of the lighthouse is damaged and the tee’crescent” is much deeper. He could not
get very far into the booby reserve because of the tangled undengbawthe saw a few dead birds and some young ones that
had evidently fallen out of their nests, so the colony mustsé#fered some losses. He took out some warfarin and asked the
lighthouse keepers to put it out on the coconut trees.

“The fall migrants are arriving. Today we saw a pair of Summer Tanaggisthey were beautiful. Jim saw lots of
warblers on the Caye.”

Additional funds from CATIE were given for the managementhef Natural Monument, US$1500 in 1979 and
over US$4,000 in 1984. Under the direction of the Reef Preservatiomtee, trails were cleared, an observation towe
was constructed in the bird rookery, and picnic tables andbedee grill were built for the visitor area in the cagon
grove. David Craig and Lascelle Arnold built the laddertfier new observation tower. Four large signs showing maps
the Caye and several other signs were donated by the NikwwZgological Society.

A short-term management plan for the Half Moon Caye NaMiosument, based on the draft prepared by Davi
Lovell, a consultant from CATIE, was sent to Governmeriiay of 1985.

In March of 1986, the Royal Engineers Dive Team of Britisit€®istationed in Belize, put down markers on the
northern and western boundaries of the HMCNM.

For several years maintenance on Half Moon Caye was acchegpligriodically by groups of volunteers from
the BAS and the Fisheries Department. Participants wanegorted out to the Caye on the Fisheries thaat utjanus
Frank Bounting donated ten large buoys, which were placetht& the boundaries and the permanent anchorages b
volunteer group of ten participants in the summer of 1990nfyafeur bags of garbage were removed at that time. The
the next April 51 bags of garbage were removed, the Visitaigdl was painted, the observation tower was braced, t
picnic tables were repaired and the trail cleared.

The tenth anniversary clean-up was held th8 add 2% of May, 1992. Sixteen adults and two children
participated and gathered 43 bags of garbage. The 1993 volgrdaprnetted 33 bags of garbage, repaired picnic table
cut 150 feet of new trails, put up new warning signs, and setitupoisoned bait to cut down the rat population that prey
upon the booby eggs.

A record 36 people were involved in the October, 1994, expeditibfafoMoon Caye. In addition to the usual
beach cleanup, they dug a freshwater well, installeana pump, put up new signs, and laid the concrete foundation f
the new Visitor Center. In 1995 Belize Youth Conservationp€aolunteers cleaned the beach, cleared the trads, a
worked on the interpretive signs. Though the groups worketithare was always time for some recreational snorkeling

A new Visitor Center and warden headquarters were bull®@b by volunteers from a United Kingdom group,
Raleigh International, which also involved Belizean volardeFunds for this project were provided by the Coastal Zor
Management Project.

In August of 1997 another group from the United Kingdom, Trekf&rqeeditions, constructed a new pier. More
than 20 of the troopers, along with personnel from the Bélimtibon Society, worked for two weeks until the pier was
finished. Besides providing much of the labour needed to build &ngTpiekforce Expeditions also contributed greatly tc
the cost of the materials.
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The Belize Tourist Board made a donation of $5,000.00 toward tlbbgse in 1997 of a 26-foot fiberglass boat
from Belize Fiberglass Products. Appropriately, the namengio the boat is theSula sulg’ the scientific name for the
red-footed booby. The Coastal Zone Management Project profuded to purchase equipment needed such as tl
outboard engine for theula sulaand dive gear.

Volunteers Abril Esquivel of Mexico and Gabor VerecziHifingary created an exhibit in the Visitor Center.
Starting with the natural and cultural history of thefHiddon Caye Natural Monument, the visitor is led through dolor
displays of flora and fauna, including the interaction leetwthe nesting red-footed boobies and the magnifice
frigatebird, followed by a reef model depicting corals aisthifig resources, and impacts on coral reefs. They als
documented tourist and visitation statistics, developeddigtils, assessed snorkeling areas and made recommendat
for the management of the HMCNM.

But management of protected areas requires constalatndggi In 1997 someone began building a house on He
Moon Caye. Part of the Caye had originally been le&sddseph and Austin Miller and they planted cocoruisthey
never paid their lease, so the Government canceled the (@aseof their heirs saw an article in the Amandala an
suddenly realized he might have a claim to land on Half Moaye. He went to the Survey Department and renewed tl
lease. The people in the Lands and Survey Departmentisokoney without checking, so he thought things were fin
and started building his house. The staff of BAS looked lupp&lold correspondence and the Gazettes to prove the lea
were canceled and the matter was eventually settled.

The current management plan was written by Diana &\iki in 1995. Beginning in 1996 wardens were hired . .
[where did the money come for the current warden salaf?]

World Heritage Site

The United National World Heritage Committee formaliopted seven protected areas along the Belize Barri
Reef and its adjacent atholls as a World Heritage (8itler UNESCO at their meeting in Merida, Mexico on D= 4,
1996. HMCNM is included as part of this prestigious Worktitage Site.

Red-footed Booby Studies

Goshen College students conducted studies of the Red-footeceBa@wbHalf Moon Caye for several years. No
study had been done on Half Moon Caye since the one by Jared \tert@58 in which he estimated 3,500 boobies an
counted 1,389 nests. Considerable damage had been done mahkiiiattie on Half Moon Caye in 1961 and the BAS
wanted to know if the colony had been restored to its pusvievels. In November of 1974, Goshen students estimat
3,700 birds, one-sixth of which were immature. The next March 1,285 wese counted and in 1977 there were 1,43
nests.

GOSHEN STUDENTS DO RESEARCH ON BOOBY NESTING COLONY

“Two students of Goshen University, Goshen, Indiana, Ned Nafzigddawvel Bretz, carried out the annual count of
red-footed booby nests on Half Moon Caye during the period February 28drh 8th. This was done as a project of their
Study/ Service Trimester in Belize.

“A final estimate of 1,329 nests was reached. This figure atelica decline from the previous year that may possibly
be a result of increased raids on the nesting colony. There aableeteports that local fishermen land on the caye to collect
eggs and kill the young birds. The boobies are so passive thatisyso raid their nests.

“This predation is strictly illegal. The area where the birdstneas made a Crown Reserve in 1928 and the red-
footed booby was added to the list of protected animals by Statnsdryrhent in 1950. Should this raiding of nests continue,
the survival of the nesting colony would be seriously threatenedoBesdl boobies have nested on Half Moon Caye for over a
hundred years and they should be allowed to continue to do so.

“The task of counting nests was slow, tedious and difficult.r&berve is a tangled mass of vegetation on which the
boobies nest, and most of the time the only way the countersgeduaddout was by crawling under the low growing trees. Ned
and Dave are to be commended for the fine job they did under trymgnstances, and the Society would like to record its
thanks and appreciation for their contribution to its work of consémdt(BAS Bulletin, April 1978)

During the Christmas holidays of 1991 William E. Cross ofiEemmental Research Associates in Ontario.
Canada, did another study of the nesting colony on Half Niagre.

In all, 1 counted 1325 red-footed booby nests, a number very clobege tecorded in 1959, 1978, and 1981, and
considerably higher than that recorded in 1988-89. Booby nests, viesmdélow, are not much more than round piles of
twigs about 1.5 - 15 m from the ground. It was easy to tell whetdsts mere occupied (virtually all were) because the
inhabitants of lower nests peered at me over the edge of thesaestingly with curiosity, and those in higher nests were
obvious by white tail feathers extending beyond the nest's edgas leen observed that once nest construction begins, one
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pair member must guard the nest constantly against stick thieyenther boobies and frigatebirds, which can result in the
dismantling of a nest in as little as a half hour. 1 didn't checlefms, but most boobies were likely incubating, based on their
behaviour and what is known of their breeding ecology. | also courtthg magnificent frigatebirds, of which there were
71, about three and a half times previous counts; iguanas (the true iguana, liguana rhinolopha, and the wish willy,
Ctenosaura similis), which were present in about every fourth arekroosting birds. (from the report of William E. Cross to
the BAS, August, 1992)

Crown Reserve Bird Sanctuaries

In 1975 the Government of Belize reserved Bird Caye in Noritegoon (Manatee — not to be confused with the
Northern Lagoon which is at Crooked Tree). In April of thedr a BAS field trip group went to put signs up alertireg th
public to the Reserve status of the caye.

The BAS continued their vigilance over this Reserve as infahewing letter to Officer Commanding Her
Majesty’s Forces, Airport Camp dated™.une 1977.

“At a recent meeting of the Board of Directors of the BASag meported to the Board that an army helicopter was
seen performing exercises very near to Bird Caye, the moreesautf two small mangrove cayes along the eastern shore of
Northern Lagoon, Manatee.

“We are sure you are not aware that this caye has been reservedvgyrnent, at the request of our Society, as a
bird sanctuary and nesting rookery. Large numbers of water birds (hexgrets and ibises) nest and roost there and, in an
effort to prevent them being disturbed, our Society has ersigied warning that no one should land on the caye.

“Our Society would like to request that future army exercisegrukertaken, if possible, in some other area, rather
than in the vicinity of Bird Caye, so as to avoid affecthmgbirds that occupy the caye.

Response from John Head, Commander, British Forces Bigied 27 June 1977:

“Thank you for your letter concerning the Bird Caye reservation W& not aware of this information and | will
ensure that our aircraft keep as clear as possible from the aré

In order to inform the public (and the British Forces),llggeMatus painted signs designating this area as a Bil
Sanctuary and against hunting, landing on caye, no shoo8ign% were first put in place by Bert Forman in Octalfe
1979. Later the signs were replaced after they had wastneeg

At that time BAS had no authority to appoint wardenssTgtione message generated an investigation abc
wardens.

Dora Weyer called. She went to Bird Caye and met a man by itie afa_ionel Heredia who goes to Bird Caye every
week. Mr. Heredia told Mrs. Weyer that hunters are shooting theté&dde tried on two occasions to stop the hunters, but
they only laughed at him and told him he had no authority to stop them. Mxdibés very much concerned about this (he is a
local tourist guide) and is willing to help present any more birdsnfbeing shot. The Ibis are just coming in and both Mr.
Heredia and Mrs. Weyer feel that hunters will also startitoos them. Mrs. Weyer would like you to call an emergency
meeting, as early as possible, to explain the situation to thecis of the BAS and ask Mrs. Waight to write a letter making
Mr. Heredia a Warden for the BAS giving him authority to stgsehmen from killing the birds. She feels this is a serious
problem and something should be done promptly. (Phone message datddL® Z§)ri

“At our last Directors’ meeting, the subject of appointing wardemsttie nesting reserves entrusted to the care of
the Society was brought up. After some discussion, it was sugdedte twrite to you, asking for guidance in this matter, as
you are undoubtedly familiar with the work of wardens in the National Audsboiety’s sanctuaries and reserves.

“As you probably read in our September 1977 Bulletin (you are on our médigingseven mangrove cayes that are
nesting rookeries were reserved at out request “for thebdishment of bird sanctuaries” under our Society’s control.

“We would like to know what authority these wardens have, whethgiatkepaid and what they are furnished with.
Any information you may be able to give us on this matter will ketlgrappreciated. (Letter to Alexander Sprunt I¥,\ay
1978)

“We develop a separate operations manual for each sanctuary toefibdtural resources and other features. We
protect rookeries on islands by hiring seasonal wardens who patrol theimgdhe nesting season. Our wardens try to
maintain close contact with state and federal game wardens. Sasétiay get deputy game warden commission without pay.
Out uniforms are simply khaki with a shoulder patch with out emblem BilUBON WILDLIFE WARDEN written on it.
Only under very special circumstances do our wardens carry gunssifiadion may be different in Belize. We vary the time
of day and day of the week for patrols so potential poachers caniipate them. . . Sincerely yours, John W. Anderson
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To whom it may concern:
Mr. Lionel “Chocolate” Heredia is hereby appointed Honorary WardeBiofl Caye, Northern Lagoon.,
The public in general is requested to co-operate fully withihithe preservation of this bird sanctuary.
(Signed by James Waight, President of BAS, Juh@242)

The BAS lobbied for several years to get protection therwbird rookeries in Belize. Finally, in the Gazette of
September 171977 (No. 39), seven cayes, including Bird Caye, were resémaewere rookeries for wood storks, great,
cattle, and reddish egrets, boat-billed and tri-colourednise white ibis, frigatebirds, anhingas and othershird

Columbia Forest Wildlife Refuge

Dora Weyer had the idea of reserving part of the ColumtniasEin the Toledo District as a wildlife refuge. Even
before the formation of the Belize Audubon Society, shanged an agreement between the Government of Belize a
the Florida Audubon Society along with Florida State Umiiterfor the use of that area for research and educdatios.
Government agreed to declare 6,000 acres as a wildlife réfageletter from Ronald Clark reiterates the Government’
agreement and makes arrangement for the boundary demarcati
| am please to inform you that Government has already agreed to el¢itiaarea as a wildlife sanctuary and nature
reserve in which there will be no exploitation of the flora noheffauna. In view of the initiative and interest being shown in
the project by members of the Florida Audubon Society, the Gosetiiais agreed to the following:
To redevelop the area surrounding the Columbia Forest Station and talerbasic facilities in an effort to attract
tourists and other visitors to that part of the country.
To give preferential treatment to members of the Florida Audubdet$dar use of the facility and
To provide equipment and demarcate the area for the formation of assawzed in the area provided your society
meets the running costs, labor, fuel and oil for the equipr(date?)

Through the good offices of Dora Weyer, members and frishtlsee Society generously contributed toward the
cost of the opening of these boundaries. By 1972 the worlbbad completed and the signs erected, but the wildlif
refuge was never declared. A rice cultivation proje¢hét area seemed to take precedence.

Guanacaste National Park

It was through the good offices of founding member Magnusrblalthat the Society’s request for reserving the
55-acre parcel of land at the junction of the Western HighaveldyRoaring Creek was granted. The Society applied |
Government asking to purchase it, but Mr. Halcrow did some lagbfAS did not have to buy the land because in 197
they were given a Conditional Free Grant on Guanacaskedhacondition that is be used only for a bird sanctuary c
national park.

The area is located between the confluence of theeBRiizer and Roaring Creek, and the Western Highway, ar
was named Guanacaste Park for the very large, old gusi@axaubroos tred=(terolobium cyclocarpujrgrowing there
and supporting a large variety of epiphytes. The areatasonumerous species of trees and plants, all of verieh
preserved in their natural state.

Guanacaste Park was managed by volunteer labor and donatedals. In 1974, Goshen College student:
cleared the first paths and made fences. Ford Young @asghand conducted several birding trips there. On one trip tl
participants erected warning signs. In 1978 Hurricane Gretaatisiderable damage in Guanacaste Park, so clean-
required a big effort by BAS volunteer work groups.

Field Trip to Guanacaste Park

Meg Craig

The long-planned working field trip to clear the trails at Guanaedirk got off at last on Sunday, Septembé&t, 23
1979, when seven adults and two students in one Land Rover, armed withemacitefiles, left the Bliss Institute at 9:30
a.m., hoping the say would turn out fine.

Though no stops were made on the way to the park, a number of birds weredbBetted Kingfishers, our only
migrant of the five species recorded here (the other foungeld, Green, Amazon and Pygmy — are resident), had come in and
total of eleven were counted perched on wires along the road. BemwhSnowy Egrets were also seen and these were also
probably migrants.

On reaching the park, three of the party proceeded in the vehimhg &he Hummingbird Highway to pick up some
madre-de-cacao posts to be used for fencing, while the otherslpfrand set to work, leaving one student to guard the
lunches and other belongings. As planned, all the workers mer timelebig Guanacaste tree just about noon, having
completed the clearing of trails up to that spot. About the sameethienpost-collecting party returned without the posts. There
had been some misunderstanding. It was then decided that a lunchwiorddibe most appropriate.
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After lunch, the clearing of the trails west of the big tne@es completed and then the workers clamoured for a swim as
a reward for their labour. But Roaring Creek was in flood and the supgiyebin the vehicle was low. Rather than face a
mutiny, the field trip organizer decided to try to get some gd&elmopan. He managed to do so, though not without some
difficulty, and the party then drove on to the Blue Hole, wherdrashing swim was enjoyed.

It was disturbing to find the iron pipes for the handrail of sieps leading down to the Blue Hole, which haad been
broken off for some time, were gone, and a part of the steps hadrbéded,eno doubt due to the recent flooding. This has
been reported to the Ministry of Trade and Industry and it isstidpat the damage will soon be repaired, to prevent the
possibility of further disintegration.

In spite of the fact that the outing was mainly a working tripjrduthe course of the day, a total of 59 species was
identified, a list of which is given below. A sighting of interess a pair of Scarlet-rumped Tanagers, the dark, olive-brown
female a marked contrast to the velvety black and bright red. rifke distinctive call of the Ivory-billed Woodcreeper
(described as a rapid whistled series running down the scale) vead,Hsut the mainly brown, tree-climbing bird was not
seen.

The large, orange-yellow flower, with reddish brown veins, of a giowing in the park attracted much attraction.
Called locally “guaco” or “duck,” and used medicinally, the vine is pesies ofAristolachia. The Aristolachia (Birthwort
family) is a genus fo twining climbers, with woody stems and exiiraoily shaped. One species, often called Pelican flower,
produces probably the largest flower of any American plant. Anotheriespégistolachia trilobata is called locally
“contribo” and is used as a remedy for fevers.

After an unsuccessful search for “wood roses,” the dried cali€édgamoea tuberosprized for flower arrangements,
the party decided it was high time to start on the homeward journeyaafery enjoyable day.

In April of 1989 BAS sought the assistance of the Youth Bnvirent Action Group of San Jose Succotz tc
conduct tours of the GNP during the Agriculture and Trade Stwweh was held on the nearby National Show Grounds
A small thatched hut was built using funds from the MacArtRoundation to provide shelter and an office for the
wardens.

[Who was the first warden hired? In November of 1989 four ae listed, Martin Ack, Juan Chock and
Heraldo Ack. Peace Corps volunteer Robert Habeck was ageed to the BAS and worked in Guanacaste and Blue
Hole National Parks. when? MacArthur Foundation?

Guanacaste Park became Guanacaste National Park om22pfiB90, under the National Parks System Act
Soon afterward construction commenced on a new Visitor Cehiiehwas completed in July of 1990. An educationa
display was prepared by Peace Corps volunteers Bonnigrngesitid Rebecca Nealey. The Guanacaste Education Cer
was officially opened on March 18, 1994, and dedicateddaod®€orps Service in Belize in recognition of theirsiaace
to BAS’ Protected Areas Management and Environmental Eidadarogrammes.

Villagers from nearby Roaring Creek participated in a ComitpuVNorkshop in GNP in October of 1992. They
formed the “Friends of Guanacaste” support group and proviladble input into the management plan for the GNP.

An interpretive booklet for the nature trail at GNP was dged by Michael Somerville, BAS Environmental
Education Coordinator, assisted by Steven Creamer, a velumbeking in the BAS office during the Spring of 1997.

Crooked Tree Wildlife Sanctuary

Mrs. Dora Weyer had visited Crooked Tree Lagoon for manysyeegause it was always a place that had a lot
birds. In March 1970 BAS made a river trip to Crooked Tragdon along with a visiting tour of the Canadian Audubol
Society. The causeway had not yet been built and alldrafis by boat. The tour participants drove 16 miles up th
northern highway to Double Run, where the water treatment jsldocated, and boarded a flat-bottomed tunnel boat th
took them to Crooked Tree Lagoon. The next year a simifawais planned with a group from Florida.

CROOKED TREE OR BUST

This could perhaps be titled “Crooked Tree or Bust!” When thapitial Audubon Society of Miami, Florida, recently
scheduled a bird watching trip to Belize, they were kind enougtvite ithe local Society to accompany them on a boat trip up
the Belize River and Black Creek to Crooked Tree (Northern) Lagtlans were made accordingly and a group of 29, 12
from Florida and 17 from the Belize Audubon Society, gathered &efhevue Hotel at 8 o'clock Saturday, February'20he
trip by car to Double Run on the bank of the Belize River was magi@od order and the party embarked in a semi-covered
barge at about 9:30 and took off upstream.

The weather was perfect and the trip up the river on the slow-mbwairge was very pleasant indeed. Among the
birds seen of particular interest to the visitors were threéheffive local kingfishers (Ringed, Belted and Green), ittie |
Sungrebe and the Cedar Waxwing, which is very rarely seen in thisy.obawarything went according to schedule until Little
Falls was reached. The level of the water had dropped considerabéyisiwas checked about a week before and while the
towboat was able to pull the barge through the lower run of Little étls some difficulty, it was immediately obvious that it
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was not going to be possible to get through the second and more difficuReluctantly, the decision was made to turn back
downstream and the party disembarked at Double Run at about 1 pm aftgngrg pleasant lunch on board.

Since the group was still anxious to visit Crooked Tree Lagoon, ideeded to go by road. Recent reports from
residents of Crooked Tree Village who had been going in and out by trucktédlithat the road was “much improved.”
Apparently what they meant to say was that the road had dried ceit.1&ftmiles of fighting sun-baked ruts made by freight
trucks in the muddy Crooked Tree road, the four Land Rover dramdt their well-shook up passengers breathed a concerted
sigh of relief on finally sighting the lagoon. (We'll omit the gdefails of the return trip.) At the lagoon edge the telescopes
were set up and the visitors were rewarded with good views ofab&iels rather unfamiliar to them such as the Everglade
Kite, Least and Pied-billed Grebes, Limpkin, White-tailedviiand what appeared to be a couple of Yellow Rails, which had
not previously been recorded from here. There were so far awayd#rification was difficult, but members of the group
from Miami who knew the bird felt that it was the small YeRal.

During the late afternoon, the group drove in to Salt Creek Estherenthey saw a number of hummingbirds,
including the Plain-capped Starthroat, which had not been previously egbfm this country, and also the Rose-throated
Becard, which was new to the visitors, as well as the loitgéyHooded Warbler.

All in all, it was felt that the day was a very successfudpmewhat arduous, one and a total of 84 species was
identified during the trip.BAS Bulletin of February 1971)

In 1971 Alexander Sprunt IV, Head of the U.S. National AuduborieBoFEield Office, along with Roland C.
Clement and Mrs. Bradley Fisk, did an aerial survegeasiting sites for wading birds all the way from Floradleng the
coast of Mexico to Belize. Along with BAS Vice Presiderr® Weyer, they visited Crooked Tree Lagoon in which the
were particularly interested because of its many watetsbiAt the request of the BAS and with the approval o
Government, Dr. Sprunt came back in March of 1972 to asSexsked Tree and make recommendations about i
creation as a wading bird reserve. In July he submittedepisrt and proposal for the establishment of a Natnred
Reserve at Crooked Tree Lagoon. Copies were sent to #midPr the Minister of Trade and Industry, who was
responsible for national parks, and the Chief Forest @fficho was also the Chief Game Warden. A Goshen Colle
studentnamed Fiskworked at Crooked Tree for six wedk#gen? name?].

Establishment of the Sanctuary
Crooked Tree Wildlife Sanctuary, the first wildlife sarety declared by the Government of Belize, was gazetted ¢
8 December, 1984, (S.I. No. 95). The areas specified inctiedBle are:

l. The Crooked Tree Lagoon Area, which is described as: All that fatlaei Belize District comprising strips 300
feet wide measured inland from both shores or banks of Calabash PemedgBd.agoon, the creek which connects
Revenge Lagoon to Crooked Tree (Northern) Lagoon, Western Lagoon, Pb@rét, Spanish Creek Lagoon,
Southern Lagoon and Black Creek, and a strip 300 feet wide measland from the eastern shore of Crooked
Tree(Northern) Lagoon, as well as all the submerged lands beneath e#ith whterways listed above. Also
included are approximately 600 acres of land between Western Lagoon and Croeke€Ndrthern) Lagoon, and
approximately 2300 acres of land lying between Crooked Tree (Northagoph, and Black Creek on the south
side of the junction of these two waterways.

Il. The Mexico and Jones Lagoons Area, described as: All that land Belige District comprising strips 300 feet
wide measured inland from both the eastern and western shores of Mexicloraaxl Lagoons and also the
submerged lands beneath these waterways.

Il All lands leased or granted, which lie within both the areas dasty are excluded.

The Sanctuary is a critical habitat for water birds attter migratory and resident wildlife dependent on watel
especially during the breeding season and during the dry sédsme is considerable historic value to the area and i
logwood forests, and the Sanctuary will protect a genefpotte logwood tree flaematoxylum campechianum).

The 22,000-hectare wetland area encompasses eight lagoontaekdBeek, which drains into the Belize River.
The sanctuary is a subtropical moist zone and includeswogten area, lagoons and ponds with typical floating plamts
high biodiversity, especially birds and aquatic communitid¢ss Wwvas made possible by a grant from the Wild Wing:
Foundation, which continues to provide support for its maariee.

Management of the Sanctuary

In February of 1985 the first tentative operational plaritferCrooked Tree Wildlife Sanctuary, drafted by David
Lovell, was presented to the Minister of Natural Resautismugh his Permanent Secretary. From April to Jui®&8s,
“Operation Raleigh,” an organization of British young peppl@rked at Crooked Tree as volunteers. With fund:
provided by the Wild Wings Foundation they constructed a@dris Center and marked the boundaries of the reserv
The area around the Center was fenced, signs wettecrdee center was furnished and educational displaysrcoies.
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From 1986 through 1988 Peace Corps Volunteer Jennifer Ellswarth&awas stationed at the Cen&teve Tillett was
appointed as the first warden in 1987.

The Visitor Center was built on land leased from John Jexefo years. His property is at the entrance to th
village at the end of the causeway. When that lease ran @986, the Visitor Center was moved to the other end of tf
causeway and the displays were improved.

Community Public Awareness Forum

On February 11, 1995, a Community Public Awareness Forum wash@idoked Tree Village to forge a closer
working relationship between the Sanctuary, the BAS and ihy@eef Crooked Tree Village. Over 50 villagers attendec
the Forum.

Causeway

From the time the Ministry of Works constructed a caaseacross the Crooked Tree Lagoon connecting tr
village with the Northern Highway in 1983, BAS expressed contetthe natural flow of water through the lagoon hac
been interrupted. A field trip to investigate the mattes vaken in August of 1983. Some villagers were requesting th
culverts be installed to allow free flow of the watertlie lagoon. In late 1986 an especially severe storm wibmgptr
northerly winds caused three-foot high wave against the wayseausing water to flow over at low spots and sever
erosion damage to the road shoulders. Again the requestilif@rts was raised. Finally, in the fall of 1992 two 20tf
wide cuts in the causeway with bridges were constructemyialy the natural flow of water to return to Crooked Tree
Lagoon.

Water Testing Projects

Peace Corps Volunteer Tom Meekin conducted a water quattgdeproject for Crooked Tree Lagoon in 1985.
Equipment was provided to the Sanctuary and personnel rvaémed in its use. FAVA conducted another water testini
project in I don’t remember the dtails here, but | have a pictre. Donald?]

Wetlands Research Project

Researchers from the University of California at Daviglied wetland communities in northern Belize. They
analyzed plant, water and soil samples. They foundttieidominant plant species are cattallgpha domingensjis
sawgrassladium jamaicengeand rushesHleocharis cellosa and E. interstingta

Boardwalk

On September 15, 1997, the Belize Audubon Society and thehBEHtigh Commission inaugurated a new
Interpretive Boardwalk for the Crooked Tree Wildlife Saiacy (CTWS). Situated north of the village of Crooked Tree
the boardwalk, the first of its kind in the entire coyraf Belize, extends for some three quarters of a thileugh the
lush lowland sub-tropical forest of this area, alongsidd#aaitiful Crooked Tree Lagoon.

The boardwalk is accessible by small boats during divey rseason, and by vehicular traffic during the dry. Thi
facility is a valuable tool for the Belize Audubon Societiznvironmental Education Programme, and for the CTW:
wardens to patrol and monitor this area, thereby ensthigntegrity of its flora and fauna. The boardwalkkswbuilt
through the kind volunteering efforts of Raleigh Intéionaal, CTWS park personnel, and locals from the Crooked Tre
Village. Funding was provided by the British High Commission.

Observation Tower

On Friday, March 13, 1998, the Belize Audubon Society anaunieer group known as Trekforce Expeditions of
the United Kingdom, officially opened a 25-foot Bird Obsemwafl ower just a few miles south of the populated heart ¢
the Crooked Tree Village. It offers anyone fond of the goetdloors, a spectacular view of the Crooked Tree wetlar
complex, home to myriads of migratory and resident wateisband other fascinating wildlife. The Observation Towe
also offers the observer a pleasant view of the ench&@ftad Hiix Mayan Site, and makes it an ideal area foragthrc
and recreation.

RAMSAR International Wetland

The RAMSAR convention is an intergovernmental treaty phatides the framework for international cooperation
in the wise utilization of wetland habitats. The Convengotered into force in 1975 and presently has 96 contractir
parties that have so far designated 858 areas, totalingliErmectares, as “Wetlands of International Impoctah
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On February 26th, 1998, the Minister of Foreign Affairs sigimedinstrument of Accession to the Convention or
Wetlands of International Importance especially asteffawl Habitat, the RAMSAR Convention. Government
designated Crooked Tree Wildlife Sanctuary as the fildVIBAR site in Belize.

Blue Hole National Park

The Blue Hole on the Hummingbird Highway was a favoritetidagon for field trips organized by Vice
President Ford Young. In addition to the opportunity oingia refreshing dip in the pool, there was good birding. Th
Blue Hole is a sinkhole in the limestone and has a smnadirs emerging from a siphon on one side and disappearing ir
a cave on the other side.

“On a recent field trip to the Blue Hole, members of owi&y were pleasantly surprised to find that neat concrete
steps with a good, solid handrail had been built from the highway down taottem of the sink hole. They were also very
pleased to note that the surrounding vegetation had not been destroyed.

“Our Society would like to commend your Ministry for doing an egogjob of providing safe and easy access to this
attractive spot.”(Letter to the Minster of Trade and Industraréh 2£' 1972)

“Just a note to assure you that your Bulletin and Field Trip Remrdsead and the contents carefully noted by the
officers concerned with National Parks and Conservation hetieeatlinistry.

“We were particularly flattered by the generous referemmcthe Ministry’s little effort at the St. Herman’s Bluelgl
in the March Bulletin (Vol. 4, No. 1). More is to follow there andhepe this, also, will add to the enjoyment of visits to the
area.” (Letter from Ronald Clark for the Permanent SecrgtMinistry of Trade and Industry, April $71972)

Ten years later the steps needed attention.
“On a recent visit to the Blue Hole on the Hummingbird Highviaywas noted that, on account of erosion that has
been going on, the concrete steps have fallen into the Blue Hole
“Our Society would like to request that the steps be replacectiods be made to arrest the erosion. The Blue Hole
is one of our best tourist attractions and is well patronizée. Steps and railings added greatly to its accessibility.
“We trust our request will be favourably considered and something dboet it.” (Letter to the Permanent
Secretary, Ministry of Trade and Industry, Novembét 1982)

The Blue Hole National Park has been managed by theeB&lilubon Society since 1986, and includes othe
attractions such as the sapphire-collared natural swimminggspmd the almost half-mile long St. Herman’s Cave. i
1988 funds from the MacArthur Foundation were used to constretaiaing wall to prevent erosion around the concret
stairway. A trail was cleared from the Blue Hole todpening of St. Herman’s Cav@Nardens?]

Guard Post at Blue Hole National Park
The guard post at Blue Hole National Park, constructed fumds from NARMAP, was handed over to the
Forest Department on July 28, 1994. The Belize Audubon $atét asked by Forestry to man the post.

Adjacent Private Reserve

An agreement was signed on November 15, 1994 between the@hEstvironmental Association (CEA) with
national headquarters in San Jose, California and theeB&lidubon Society to permanently conserve land adjacent
the Blue Hole National Park.

Under this agreement, CEA purchased 4,000 acres from Carildeastment Ltd., which they conveyed to
BAS. BAS conserves and manages the property under guidetinegstent with the management plan developed fc
BHNP.

New Visitor Center
The new Visitor Center was completed and opened on Ma998.

RARE Trail at BHNP

On Thursday, November 27th, 1997, the Belize Audubon Societgiadlff inaugurated the uniquely designed
RARE Trail, which was named for the funding agency whicldemiégs construction possible. The trail extends for som
two miles over rugged landscapes, and through lush tropicedts of this 575-acre protected paradise. The RARIE Tre
features several campsites, a spectacular observationrplaiod an array of beautifully painted interpretive signs
Majestic mahogany trees tower above the path and enchantedewciltiture attention as one traverses the midst «
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unique geological limestone rock formations, spectacular cawvgplex, and ‘sites’ believed to have been once occupie
by the Ancient Maya.

Cockscomb Basin Wildlife Sanctuary

Establishment of the Sanctuary

In the early 1980’s concern for the jaguars of Belize wasddrom two different places. James Hyde, Permane
Secretary for the Ministry of Natural Resources, haenbapproached by a citrus farmer who had encounteneal §aim
his orchard. Mr. Hyde asked the BAS for a study of jagustrshe same time, Archie Carr Ill, Assistant Diacof the
International Division of the New York Zoological Societgn across references to jaguars in Belize in huntin
magazines. He was in contact with Dora Weyer and d6B25 would like a study of the jaguars of Belize.

Dr. Alan Rabinowitz was assigned to this task and suppdryethe New York Zoological Society (Wildlife
Conservation International). He first did a country-watiedy of jaguars and chose the Cockscomb Basin for his taro-ye
study. At the end of his study in 1984, Dr. Rabinowitz, with tHp bEDr. Carr and members of the BAS, persuaded th
Government of Belize to establish the Cockscomb Basin FBesstrve and declare it a “no hunting” area (S.l. Nos. 9
and 94 gazetted 24 November 1984).

The World Wildlife Fund wanted to support this project, lnatytwere concerned that the Forest Reserve was r
enough protection. When BAS learned that 1,456 hectares haceheladed from the timber concession in the Fores
Reserve, they were supported by WWF, CATIE and the Newk ¥oological Society in their request that this area wa
designated as a wildlife sanctuary.

Hon. Dean Lindo signed the Statutory Instrument declarin@toscomb Basin Wildlife Sanctuary on February
26, 1986 (No. 32 of 1986). This gave that area complete protectibpaved the way for funding from World Wildlife
Fund-U.S.

Management of the Sanctuary

A five-year management plan for the Cockscomb Basin wasgeseed by the Minister. To accomplish this the
Cockscomb Basin Management Planning Workshop was held &ottlescomb Basin Wildlife Sanctuary from March
24" to April 5" 1986. The workshop was sponsored by World Wildlife Fund-Ur. facilitated by Alan Moore,
Wildlands Planner.

Objectives:

To initiate resource protection within the Cockscomb Basin Féteserve, the first area to be designated specifically
for the protection of the jaguar.

To facilitate tourism based on the natural resources of the Cockscasih, Bvhich will ultimately provide an
economic basis for the areas of protection.

To demonstrate the compatibility of nature-based tourism and diigatearch with controlled resource extraction.

To develop and carry out environmental education activities iarde.

To enlist the support of the local communities and involve théme idevelopment and operation of the preserve.

To assist the Ministry of Natural Resources in any way possiblhe development of wildlands management
programs.

I mplementation:

The Belize Audubon Society is prepared to undertake the financiatisttation and oversight of the project with the
assistance of NYZS, WWF-US and CATIE. WWF-US has already conti#® @0 US for the making and erection of signs
and gates, establishing trails, and hiring men to monitor tréffiand out of the reserve. . .

To aid in resource protection a minimum staff of one chief rangetvemdssistant rangers will be recruited. ...

Signs have been constructed and will be placed strategically topheipote awareness of and visitation to the
reserve. An entrance station will be built in Maya Center, widoemation (brochures, etc.) can be distributed and artisans
will be able to display and sell their work. The access road wéllimproved in cooperation with the concessionaire. A
thatched visitor's center will be constructed where exhikits loe displayed. Thatched and screened sleeping huts for up to
thirty people will be built and also a kitchen/dining room/lectur8. Bapotable water system will be installed. All fac##i
will be built by local laborers and will use locally available maaési Guides will be recruited and trained from the local
populace.

The Cockscomb project will be used as a focal point of an environneehishtion program which will be presented
to Mayan communities surrounding the reserve, Dangriga and nation{ien the “Short Term Management Proposal” for
the CBWS)
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Ignacio Pop and his son, Pedro, were hired as the firstléia. Peace Corps Volunteer Dan Taylor, a speciali
in wildlife management, was assigned to the CBWS 1986 - 1987.t&i®aqui was hired as Park Director in May of
1987 and the staff has continued to grow.

Expansion of Cockscomb Basin Wildlife Sanctuary

The success of any protected area is integrally dependent upon thwesauftithe people and communities that live
around and within it. It for this reason alone, the NovembB2réremony at Maya Center marking the expansion of the
Cockscomb Basin Wildlife Sanctuary from 3,600 to 102,000 acres waigitedafccess.

Plans started going awry the day before when continuous rains closed thecentoad to all but four-wheel drive
vehicles. Alternate plans were quickly made to hold the signimgnmety at the primary school in Maya Center Village. We
were set to begin at 9 am and by 8:30 there was an impressive auidieluckng the Minister of Natural Resources, the Hon.
Florencio Marin, Senator Conrad Lewis from Hopkins Village, Reptatige Stanley Usher from Toldeo, Chairmen of all the
neighbouring Village Councils, representatives from the two cifactories, large and small nearby farmers, BTIA
representatives and the entire population of Maya Center Village.

Bad weather in Belmopan finally cancelled the departure of a helicopteying the President of the World Wildlife
Fund-U.S., Kathryn Fuller, BAS President, Janet Gibson, BA®\gA&ikecutive Director, Dolores Godfrey and Permanent
Secretary in the Ministry of Natural Resources, David Gibabio, was carrying the papers to be signed. . .

Legal documents were not signed that morning in Maya Center, but anhioneas there will tell you that there was
no better way to mark this historic occasion than by having all seabithe community sitting in a crowded one-room
schoolhouse in support of such a momentous event.

By 4 pm Minister Marin had made the trip by road back to Belmopan amdaalh group gathered in his office to
witness the historic event . . . Mr. Marin then signed into &watutory Instrument No. 127 of 1990, Wildlife Sanctuary
Declaration (Cockscomb Basin)(Amendment) Order, which was gapettédvember 17, 1990.

In her brief address to the gathering BAS President Janet Gibson ¢olaged Mr. Marin and the Government of
Belize for having foresight and an enlightened attitude in théegtion of Belize’s natural patrimony. She concluded by
accepting the challenge to manage the expanded CBWS to the bestlofityuBAS NewsletteNVol. 22, No. 3)

It is not often that a country takes a step as important for coaen as Belize takes today under your leadership.
Through the expansion of the Cockscomb Basin Wildlife Sanctuary to encomp@86 206es, protection of an extraordinary
area rich in plants and animals and critical as a watershed wilividtiplied thirty times over. . . You are setting an examp
for the entire world to emulate and you have my warmest and most enibusiagratulations. (Letter to Hon. Florencio
Marin from Katherine S. Fuller, President, World Wildlife Fuhthvember 6, 1990)

CBWS Visitor Center

On March 29, 1993, the new Visitor Center in the CBWS waed. The center was built by villagers of Maya
Center and the excellent displays were the work of PE€arps Volunteer Bonnie Gestring, who followed the plar
designed by artist Deidre Hyde of WWF Costa Rica. BA8cHive Director Virginia Vasquez presented awards to th
winners of the poster contest held at the Maya Center Sdtiasic by the local marimba enlivened the ceremony.

New Tourism Facilities

Through a grant from NARMAP, the CBWS developed a new, enmientally-friendly tourism area. The new
dormitory accommodates 24 persons with composting todets solar-generated electricity and water systems. Anoth
new building has a central kitchen and dining room. A private caasmhwilt by Raleigh International volunteers with
support from the British High Commission. The new facilitiese inaugurated on September , 1997.

Advisory Community for CBWS

As a result of a village meeting held at the end of Octimb®laya Center in the Stann Creek District, an 11nimer
advisory committee was formed. The meeting brought togetimrt &0 villagers, as well as representatives from th
BAS, and the Forest and Police Department. The meetingalesl to address concerns presented by the villagers
Maya Center in regard to their relations with BASI &me Cockscomb Basin Wildlife Sanctuary.

The advisory committee was chosen as follows: eight teadem Maya Center, two BAS representatives and
representative from the Forest Department. The eight Megter members represent the Village Council, the Wanen
Group, the two religious denominations, the local school, antbthieguides. At their inaugural meeting on Novembel
7", members of the Advisory Committee elected Ernesto SagGhagman, Margarito Bolon as Vice Chairman, anc
Osmany Salas as Secretary.

The following were accepted as the Purposes and Objedfithe Committee, called the Cockscomb-Maya Cente
Advisory Committee:
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« To bring together the major stakeholders of the Sanctuavgriotogether, consult and advise for the betterment of tr
Sanctuary

« To meet every three months, or more frequently as tkd aeises, to discuss 1) Sanctuary-related plans, issu
developments and activities, as well as 2) Sanctuaryedefabblems, concerns, complaints and grievances, to seek
arrive at solutions together

« To advise the BAS in the employment of people from the baiese communities to work in the Sanctuary.

Ably led by Ernesto Saqui, the former manager of thectgary, the Committee members met weekly during th
month of November to address the most outstanding and préssireg, namely: 1- staff issues, 2) entry fee ticl3ts
entrance fee exemption for Maya Center, and 4) Samncin@anagement issues.

Research in the Cockscomb Basin

For many years, even before the Sanctuary was establibke@dpckscomb Basin has held a great attraction fc
explorers and scientists. The first expedition was condumtatien Governor Roger T. Goldsworthy in 1888 and other
followed in 1927 and 1928, all looking for the highest point in BeN4etoria Peak. The first zoological study was done
by the Carnegie Institute in 1935. Stephen Russell collectdd ini the late 1950’s; Alan Rabinowitz, Ben Nottingham,
and Michael Konecny studied jaguars and other cats inaHg £980’s; Daniel Taylor studied reptiles and bats; Ja
Meerman and Tineke Boomsma studied butterflies, dragonfliedamdelflies; and Philip Elliot netted and banded birds
to name a few.

The most ambitious project was the reintroduction of blackler monkeys spear-headed by Fred Koontz
Robert Horwich, and Ernesto Saqui. From 1992 through 1994 62 monkegstramslocated from the Community
Baboon Sanctuary to the CBWS. Nearly all survived and thalption is expanding at a rapid rate. Several troops toc
up residence near the Park Headquarters and are regdariyand heard by visitors.

Two graduate projects, James Kamstra’'s ecological sufvilye dCockscomb and Kate Emmons’ environmenta
education work, along with chapters written by Robertwith formed the basis of a major book about the CBWS
Twenty other authors and artists contributed to this 1996, kdokh was edited by Judy Lumb.

Community Baboon Sanctuary

The Community Baboon Sanctuary was established in 1985 to tpwootecof the few healthy Black Howler
Monkey (Alouatta pigra) populations in Central America. Tdanctuary is a completely voluntary grassroots
conservation program. BAS worked closely with the CBSiédement Committee, composed of landowners from tr
eight Belize District villages included in the project.

“The villagers of Bermudian Landing have taken an important step ire@ing our natural heritage. They have
pledged to support a Community Baboon Sanctuary by using their lands in accord@naenvanagement plan which will
benefit the Black Howler Monkey, known locally as “baboon”, andvadllife, as well as the river and its forests.

“They will not cut down trees, such as figs, roseapple, trumpetjtbbkgplum, sapodilla, and bay cedar, which
provide food for the baboons. They will leave strips of foresttbereside of waterways, between property boundaries, and
around plantations, in which the baboons can travel and feed. The programmensiit tendowners directly by reducing
erosion and conserving the water table.

“The Black Howler Monkey is an endangered species with a veriedimange, which includes Belize, southern
Mexico and northern Guatemala.” (Press Release March 15, 1987)

In January of 1987 funds were received from the World Wildidied for the CBS administered by the BAS.
Fallett Young was hired as the Sanctuary Manager.elteBber of 1987, an additional grant of $50,000 was awarded
the Milwaukee Zoological Society to the CBS to make loargetsons in the Sanctuary desiring to develop small touri
accommodations on their property. The new museum was opetiee Visitor's Center on April 8, 1989. In 1990 the
BAS ended its period of oversight of the Community Baboon Samctral the CBS has operated independently eve
since.

Society Hall Nature Reserve

“Statuary Instrument No. 108 of 1986, gazettédDicember 1986, cited as the Nature Reserve Reservati
(Society Hall) Order, 1986, declared the area specifieddrschedule to be a Nature Reserve. This area was didoate
Belize by the owner, Mrs. Svea Dietrich Ward. Mrs.tiiid-Ward came to BAS Board Directors meeting on &abr
12, 1987. She told the meeting that the area was an old mahdganya little less than 7,000 acres between Roarin

54



Creek and Barton Creek, five to ten miles south of tlesté/n Highway and just north of the Mountain Pine Ridge. Mr:
Dietrich-Ward explained that when they bought the land in 18i&te was no National Parks System Act on the book
So they put the land down as a Nature Reserve which they@@a/ernment, except for 300 acres they had sold and !
acres which they kept for themselves. Society Hall NaRegserve was included among the protected areas the By
manages. The lease was transferred into the name @ABein August of 1990. The name was changed to Tap
Mountain Nature Reserve (TMNR) on July 16, 1994.

Peace Corps volunteer Amy Smith focussed her work on theR biiing 1994 - 1996. During that time support
was obtained from the Nature Conservancy to allow a tstdfé hired, a motorcycle was donated to the TMNR &waff
International Conservation, and a guidebook was published [BABe

The biological survey of TMNR that was completed in Decemdb 1994 recorded 129 species of migratory an
resident birds, ten mammals, 160 species of plants, 2lespdcilamselflies and dragonflies, 96 species of bug®idind
moths, three species of fish, one amphibian specielasgecies of reptiles.

Hike and Bike for the Rainforest, sponsored by Coca G, a fund-raising program in October of 1994 tha
raised money for TMNR. A motorcycle was also donateiNMiNR by International Conservation Relief, the organizat
behind “Hike and Bike.”

The Friends of Tapir Mountain Programme was organizedTdldR Community Workshop and Interpretative
Field Trip on September 3, 1995, at Pook’s Hill Lodge near thiaeest corner of the Reserve. Village leaders, scho
teachers, students, and community health workers from seaehy villages participated, 17 in all.

A Community Resource Center was built for Tapir Mountsaiure Reserve by Raleigh International with
support from the Canada Fund Project in Belize. The eewhs opened on May 5, 1997, in the presence
representatives of the buffer zone communities, Blackman Eddarirf§ River, Ontario, Unitedville, Georgeville,
Teakettle, San Antonio and Upper and Lower Barton Creek.

Bladen Branch Nature Reserve

Statuory Instrument No. 66, cited as “The Nature Redeeaervation (Bladen Branch) Order 1990” was gazette
on June 8§ 1990. This 97,000-acre reserve is situated in the Toledo disiiing the Main Divide of the Maya
Mountains, including the Central River, Bladen Branch aictid®dson Creek.

A Rapid Ecological Assessment of the Bladen Branch Né&eserve was carried out in March of 1993 by Pic
Saqui, Eugenio Ah, and Donald Tillet from the other BAS-aggeul protected areas.

The BAS was the manager of the Bladen Branch Naturaesatil 1995 when it was included in a continuous
corridor of reserves from the Maya Mountains to thethah are now managed by TIDE, the successor to the Beli
Center for Environment Studies. Continuous corridors ofeptetl areas are important for the maintenance of igene
diversity in the wildlife populations. The continuous cdori managed by TIDE was connected to the Cockscomb Bas
Wildlife Sanctuary in the Stann Creek District when eat,000 acres were added to the Sanctuary’s southern bounde

Shipstern Nature Reserve

Shipstern Wildlife Reserve and Butterfly Farm was esthbll in 1987. The area of some 22,000 acres in tt
Corozal District, includes northern hardwood foresthedligoon systems and mangrove shoreline.

On July 1, 1994, the International Tropical ConservatiomBation (ICTF) of Neuchatel, Switzerland, and the
Belize Audubon Society signed a one-year contract for thegesment of the privately-owned Shipstern Nature Reserv
Under the contract, BAS managed the reserve with the I€3\dng the funds. This arrangement continued until ???

Green Reef-Belize

Green Reef-Belize is a private, non-profit membershiprimgtion dedicated to the promotion of sustainable us
and conservation of Belize’s marine and coastal respui@Geeen Reef was founded in June, 1996, by a group
concerned citizens and residents of San Pedro, Ambergyis, @vho are very much aware of the environmental an
social problems affecting the community. In April, 1998, BsAghed a Memorandum of Understanding with Green Ree
Belize for the management of two bird sanctuaries ldcagar Ambergris Caye. BAS facilitated the production @
Reef's Strategic Plan, assisted with developmentundlihng proposals, and co-sponsored the application of a vetunte
from the Peace Corps.
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Chapter 6
BAS Awards

James A. Waight Award

First Ceremony - 1987

“The Belize Audubon Society held a short Conservatiorarsixceremony at the Chateau Caribbean on Frids
evening, April 18, 1987. This was in conjunction with the closing of the Comkdr Basin Management Planning
Workshop, organized by World Wildlife Fund-U.S., which tqu&ce at the Cockscomb Basin Wildlife Sanctuary fron
March 24" to April 5".

“Vice-president Janet Gibson introduced the president oBéfize Audubon Society, Dr. Victor Gonzalez, who
gave the history of the award, named the James A. Waigigervation Award in honour of the Society’s first jaest,
and presented the first award to Mr. Waight.

“In expressing his thanks and appreciation of the honour, Mr. Waigid tribute to Mrs. Dora Weyer, who
founded the Belize Audubon Society, and to the founder raesmisho are still actively participating in the work of the
Society. Mr. Waight then presented the award to Squadeaddr Richard Charles Atkinson, who during his stay il
Belize has provided invaluable assistance to the Belimhidon Society in demarcating the boundaries of the Half Moc
Caye Natural Monument and promoting the Reef Preservatiod.An turn, Squadron Leader Atkinson presented a
Royal Air Force wall shield to the Belize Audubon Sogiet

1988

Mr. Ford Young is one of the founding members of the BAS. He haduteura lot of time and effort in advancing
the conservation of the natural heritage of Belize. He servethémy years as the Vice President of the Society. He was
generally in charge of the monthly field trips that the Society suggholr. Young coordinated the Christmas Bird Counts
and assisted with aerial surveys in keeping track of the jaigsting habits and sites in the country of Belize. These awe but
few of the many activities that Mr. Young was involved in duringdass on the Board of Directors of the BAS. The Society is
grateful to Mr. Young for his past services and looks forwamldontinuing fruitful relationship.

Over three years ago, nearly all the landowners in a eighteen squbrearea near the Belize River agreed to
voluntarily sign pledges that committed them to protect the habithedilack howler monkey in that region. They agreed to
protect the forest along the river banks, leaving food trees wheamimy) land and maintaining corridors of forested areas
around their farms. Their commitment made possible the establistwihéreé Community Baboon Sanctuary in 1985. The
project reflects the conservation ethic that exists withan ghople of rural Belize and is truly a grassroots conservation
programme. The communities involved in this project includemBeéian Landing, Big Falls, Double Head Cabbage, Flowers
Bank, Isabella Bank, St. Paul's and Willow's Bank. The BAS tgkest pride in presenting to these communities their
conservation award. . . The BAS plays an active role in the managentieatsafhctuary and works in close cooperation with
the Sanctuary Manager, Mr. Fallett Young. Dr. Robert Horwich wasyapkayer in the establishment of the Sanctu&@pS
Newsletter April, 1988).

1989

Mrs. Dora Weyer was recognized for her services to the tyoSée is a founding member of the BAS and
served on its Board of Directors until 1987. She was ameantember of the Board and was instrumental in bringin
about the establishment of the Crooked Tree Wildlife Sanctduynerous other projects have been made possib
through her untiring efforts.

1990

Dr. Victor Gonzalez was a member of the BAS Board fil@i1 through 1973. In 1981 he was again electe(
becoming President in 1986. He held that position until 1990 whessigned to become Chief Environmental Officer in
the Ministry of Tourism and the Environment. Dr. Gonzalez skprevarious committees and represented the Society
international meetings.

Alice M. (Meg) Craig served on the BAS Board as VicesRient from 1970 to 1987 and was a member of th

Cockscomb and Education Committees. She participated tinea$ociety’s field trips, acting as recorder, and also too
part in the Christmas Bird Counts. Mrs. Crain is jgai#rly interest in youth education.
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1992
Janet Gibson, former BAS President, was honoured for tidr & Chairperson of the Reef Preservation/Hal

Moon Caye Committee and Coordinator of the Coastal Zone déament Project.

Gregory Smith received the award for his work in matimgle conservation. He has organized voluntee

patrols of turtle nesting beaches on Ambergris Caye.

1994

Silver Anniversary Awards  [add text]

Hon. Florencio Marin, former Minister of Natural Resowrce

Dean R. Lindo, former Minister of Natural Resources

Rudolph I. Castillo, former Secretary to the Cabinet

James V. Hyde, former Permanent Secretary, MinigtNadural Resources

Robert Leslie, former Permanent Secretary, Ministriyareign Affairs
1995

G. Winston Miller was a founding member of the BAS a$ié&iies Administrator. He directed manatee and se
turtle protection projects. Mr. Miller assisted greatlith the development and management of the Half Moon Cay
Natural Monument by providing transportation for the Sg&evarious projects on Half Moon Caye.

1996

Mrs. Lou Nicolait was given the award in recognition of betstanding contribution to the cause of conservatio
in Belize. She elected to the BAS Board 1984 and wastareanember through 1987. She founded the Belize Center f
Environmental Studies and worked closely with BAS. Bleéize Country Environmental Profilgas prepared by “Miss
Lou” and her assaociates.

1998
The former manager of the Cockscomb Basin Wildlife Samgtuarnesto Saqui, was presented with Belize

Audubon Society’'s most distinguished conservation awardebnuary 16, 1998. The Award was presented to Mr. Saq
on Mr. James Waight's birthday, February 16, by his wifes.Miydia Waight, at the Belize Marine Terminal and
Museum in Belize City, which was packed with invited gsies

The Award was granted to Mr. Saqui, an outstanding teadgs own right, particularly because of his invaluable
contributions in changing the attitudes of the villagers of M@gater who, in the beginning, saw conservation as
foreign idea. The award also recognized his outstandingsiadifast contributions to develop the Cockscomb Bas
Wildlife Sanctuary into one of Belize’s most popular amtdrnationally renowned protected areas.

World Wildlife Fund Award

On February 8, 1988, HRH The Prince Philip, Duke of Edinburgh, present Mradigp Pop, Senior Warden at
the Cockscomb Basin Wildlife Sanctuary with an awardhierwork at the Sanctuary. Mr. Pop was first a Fdresiger
and then became a Warden when the Sanctuary was declare

Conservation of Primates Award

The American Society of Primatologists, an organizatiewoted to research and conservation of primate
throughout the world, awarded their 1988 Conservation Awaieallett Young, Sanctuary Manager of the Communit
Baboon Sanctuary, administered by the BAS. Mr. Young wastsd from a worldwide field of candidates for his work
in helping to conserve the black howler monkey, locally céletboon.”
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Goldman Environmental Prize

The Goldman Environment Prize was established in 1990 by andtitmal committee. It has the prestige of a
Nobel Prize and is awarded to "men and women of vision amege, who take great risks for the environment.” It is .
great honor and recognition to receive this award.

One of the six "grassroots heroes" from around the world vdshenored in San Francisco on Earth Day 199
was BAS Vice President, Janet Gibson.

Mrs. Gibson was chosen for her work in establishing the HahGlharine Reserve, the first of its kind in Central
America.

Belize National Award

On December 12, 1990 the Honourable Florencio Marin, Minigtédatural Resources, presented awards t
founding members W. Ford Young, Dora Weyer, Alice M.igrdames A. Waight and Lydia Waight. Mr. Marin
commended BAS for "lobbying over the years for the conservafiBelize's natural heritage."

Knight of the Golden Ark

In November, 1996, His Royal Highness Prince Bernhard of the M&itle honored BAS founding member and
Secretary Mrs. Lydia Waight with the award of the "Knighthe Order of the Golden Ark."

Mrs. Waight was granted the award because of her yeaeemingly tireless effort towards conservation. For 2
years she has been the driving force behind the Belize Audbbaety. "Mrs. Lydia," as she is affectionately known,
more than deserved this honor. Her example of sincere valusgeece serves as a guiding example to the entir
conservation community in Belize and throughout the world.

Wardens of the Year

Ignacio Pop and Steve Tillett were the recipients of BASt Warden of the Year Awards, presented to them &
BAS’ 29" Annual General Meeting on May 261998. The awards were given in recognition of their outstandir
performance during their 14 years of service with the $ocie

Ignacio Pop was one of the first wardens hired to work aCB¥/S, even before the Society became officially
involved in its management in 1986. He has worked continuatishys Sanctuary since that time.

Ever since he was hired in the formative years of the CTS%e Tillett has performed with dedication. He has
participated in numerous specialized wildlife conservatimining sessions and is one of the most lively an
knowledgeable staff naturalists.
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Chapter 7

In Appreciation of Our Partners

We hope that all our members and friends are constawtye of our deep appreciation for the support we hay
received through the present time. It is appropriate atrtteedf our 30th Anniversary to say "thank you" to all who have
helped make the Society what it is today. The effoirlecal members and organizations have made major lootitms
to BAS' success. We have been able to triple the impdbesé efforts using the technical and financial assistaincer
international partners. While it is our intention to gieeognition to all those who have contributed, we apologize 1
anyone we have inadvertently omitted.

For 15 years the Belize Audubon Society was the only environmangiahization in Belize. By the end of the
1980’s, BAS had the pleasure of endorsing the formation of éhieeBCenter for Environmental Studies, the Belize Zo«
and Tropical Education Center, and Programme forzBehvhich form the basis of Belize’s cohesive environmente
community.

Belize Center for Environmental Studies

In the fall of 1984 theBelize Environmental Country Profilwas released. It had been prepared by Robe
Nicolait and Associates under a contract from the UnitedeS Agency for International Development. This comtrac
formed the basis for the formation of the Belize CefterEnvironmental Studies (BCES) under the direction of Lot
Nicolait. For the next twelve years the BCES worked d¢yoséh the BAS and other organizations in Belize oraaety
of environmental studies. Most notable of these studiedhedrsfocus in the Toledo District on a large area otigoous
protected areas from the ridge of the Maya Mountains tegheWhen the BCES closed its doors in 1997, respongsibili
for this important work was taken over by a new non-goverrah@nganization, the Toledo Institute for Development
and Environment (TIDE), headed by Wil Mejia.

Belize Zoo

The Belize Zoo, developed by Sharon Matola, has avaga committed to conservation. Early BAS support o
the Belize Zoo is well expressed in this letter.

“Every board member from the Belize Audubon Society has vibielBelize Zoo. We are all proud of our local zoo,
and because of the quality care and maintenance that the animals reeeie#jcially wrote a letter of support for the zoo
and are encouraging its development. Many of our country’s school ehiltsve visited the Belize Zoo through organized
school tours, and many of these children are responsible for bring@ig garents to the zoo on weekends. Because of the
Belize Zoo, conservation education in this country has acceteiatéhe past three years.” (Letter to the Director of the
Denver Zoological Gardens, October 11, 1985)

The Belize Zoo has developed into the Belize Zoo and Trogichication Center which makes many
contributions to conservation in Belize, especially intth@ing of Tour Guides. They have collaborated with the BAS
several projects, including the highly successful Toledo an@z@brEnvironmental Carnivals, which also involved
Programme for Belize.

Programme for Belize

Programme for Belize was born out of a desire by a mumb‘Friends of Belize” from the United States to make
an impact upon the development of Belize.

“Today there is an unusual opportunity in Belize to make real progregdaiming and managing the country’s
abundant natural resources. Unlike in all other countries of Cetraérica, it is possible in Belize to conserve and manage
most of the country’s forests and biological resources whilengatiead with orderly economic development.

“Outside interest in Belize, and therefore possibilities tording development projects, are greater than ever --- and
are eager to take advantage of these opportunities. There are persolablay&ioth Belizeans and expatriates, to work on a
number of activities leading to systematic conservation and devehvmiBelize’'s natural resources.

“Several factors of history, geography and culture have resulteaisrunusual historical opportunity in Belize today.
This favorable mix includes:

1. A relatively undisturbed natural resource base, including a large puid private forest estate; most of it has not been
severely damaged and has been allowed to remain more or less intact thieauglof exploitation for logwood, mahogany,
and pine;
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2. Saoils, climate and rainfall patterns that are favorable for a wgrief agriculture crops, including sugar cane, citrus and
bananas;

3. A natural landscape, coast and barrier reef that are a great attraftiotourists and investors;

4. The usual develop pressure which, although beginning to grow rapidipoasest overwhelming;

5. A small (170,000), literate (over 93%), well-educated, conservatimded populace that is concerned about Belize’s future;

6. A government that recognizes the dangers of unplanned and unregulated devetophtbat is taking steps to control and
channel new development to benefit all Belizeans while mainteailize’s valuable natural resource base;

7. English is widely spoken in addition to Spanish and Creole, allowing forreasi@munication and cultural exchange with

Commonwealth countries and the United States;
8. Geographic proximity to the United States and other nations in the Caribbe a huge potential source of development
investment and a large potential market for Belize's exports.

“This unusual mix of conditions creates equally unusual development oppegutot “do it right from the
beginning.” Belize’s small size and population make it possibleadn ahd manage natural resources in a relatively more
systematic or holistic manner --- something that is difficulimpossible in other countries, especially those in Central
America. . .” (Letter from F. William Burley of the WoiREsource Institute to Inter-Agency Contact Group on Belize dated
June 28, 1987)

Programme for Belize was officially announced by theskachusetts Audubon Society the next December.

“The MAS of the US has recently started a Programme for BelizePfidgramme is intended to be an “umbrella’
effort to help raise much greater financial and technical assistdoc a variety of conservation and development work in
Belize.

“The Programme will launch a major fundraising campaign over the figg years to be able to identify and
designate new parks and multi-use reserves; provide professioehltiaining in forestry, fisheries, wildlife biology and
conservation; conduct forest and wildlife inventories and researchegmojto assist planning and natural resources
management in Belize; and to carry out public education and mediéogevent.

“The Director of Planning for the Programme, William Burley, risthe process of setting up an operation centre in
Belize. He invites advice and collaboration from interested organizalieres” (Press Release from Massachusetts Audubon
Society, December, 1987)

Programme for Belize manages the 255,000-acre Rio Bravo @atiese and Management Area and other
environmental conservation projects. “Wings of the Americasd iature Conservancy-supported bird conservatio
program for the protection resident and migratory birdsdaperation with the Edge of Appalachia Preserve in Ohic
Programme for Belize has cooperated with BAS on a rearmmbenvironmental projects, especially during environmente
crises such as the killing of scarlet macaws in Red Bélidge.

Belize Association of Conservation Non-government Organizations (BACONGO)

International Organizations

REDES
BAS hosted the first general assembly of the regional netwbrlenvironmental and non-governmental
organizations working together for the sustainable developofe@entral America (REDES-Centroamerica), held in
Belize at the St. Catherine Academy from August 24-27, 1988. @&atie Central American countries was represente
by ten delegates from their NGOs. Representatives of atbemational environmental organizations were also il
attendance.
The Hon. Dean Lindo, Minister of Agriculture, Forestry and Figgerdelivered the key address. In his address, the
Minister stated that our region has the ability to attain sustainalleekbpment through the prudent management of our
natural resources. He noted that sustainable development is not a fikedEharmony but a dynamic process of change in
which the exploitation of resources, the direction of invastsnéhe orientation of technological development and institutional
changes are made which are consistent with future as well as preeeds. The Minister acknowledged that non-
governmental organizations have a role to play in the achieverhenstinable development.
During the closing ceremonies, an award was made to the Belize AuSobigty in recognition of its past efforts in
the conservation of the natural patrimony of Be[ifas this award from the GOB or REDES?] The closing address was
made by Mr. Perdomo, Secretary of the Cabinet of the Governmddgliaé. In his remarks, Mr. Perdomo noted that
sustainable development requires that societies meet human neeatselyging productivity and by ensuring an equitable
distribution of the rewards of this productivity. He mentionksh ghat the concept of sustainable development required that
alternative uses to the development of our resources be consid@&INgwsletterAugust, 1988)
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Caribbean Conservation Association
In May of 1973 BAS became an Associate member of theblzan Conservation Association (CCA) an
umbrella organization of West Indian and Middle Americanseovation societies. CCA was formed in 1969 with
headquarters in the U.S. Virgin Islands. Their purpose is
“to coordinate the needs of trust and conservation agencies, develogimgsdior resource management, find solutions to
environmental problems, provide information on relevant materialhén nnatural and social sciences development and
research, assistance to developing countries in order to@@teland develop sound conservation practices.(CCA Charter)”

Earth Summit

In preparation for the Earth Summit held in Brazil in Jub@32, BAS coordinated the Belize Summit on
Environment and Development. Eight priorities were discuseedoncurrent workshops: regional cooperation an
institutional aspects; information, communication, edooaand training; research, creation and transfer dfngogy;
planning and management of the environmental, general policies, eécamahfinancial aspects; and control of pollution
and legislation. Belize joined the Central American Cdssian for Environment and Development (CCAD) in their
effort to arrive at a Central American position widspect to the mode of development that is most appropriatbefo
region.

BAS hosts IUCN Meeting

The second annual meeting of Regional Mesoamerican Corasitfethe World Conservation Union (IUCN)
was held in Belize on October 20 to 23, 1994. As one of théelizean non-governmental organization members, BA
was responsible for planning the program of events.

Attending the meeting were national committee presidenkdesioamerican region (Mexico to Panama), IUCN
Regional Director Enrique Lahmann and Dr. A. Cerdautettin natural resource economics, University of Concepciol
Chile. Among matters discussed was developing a clds¢ioreship with the IUCN Commissions.

Granting Agencies

MacArthur Grant

In October of 1984, the John D. and Catherine T. MacAffaundation of Chicago approved a grant of $20,00t
U.S. yearly for three years to the Belize Audubon Sotletyugh the New York Zoological Society. For the second an
third year of the grant period, BAS was to provide matgifimds.

The grant was to be used for the management, developmeénifanecessary, the acquisition of parks anc
protected areas in Belize. The first project was thveldpment of the Blue Hole Natural Monument. Some of the gnone
was spent on Guanacaste Park and a small sum waatedido the proposed Hol Chan Marine Reserve near Anitberg
Caye.

Wild Wings Foundation

The Wild Wings has provided support for the Crooked Tree Wé&ldBanctuary since it was declared anc
continues to support the Sanctuary today. Since 1990 they haviglgnt institutional support to the BAS for the
management of protected areas.

World Wildlife Fund

The World Wildlife Fund of the United States (WWF-U.f&3t supported the environmental education efforts o
the BAS and then took up the support of the Cockscomb Basin Wilsiifectuary. A World Wildlife Fund grant
supported manatee and sea turtle research in the GaltsaRez. The World Wildlife Fund personnel administered an
supported the NARMAP program funded largely by USAID.

Wildlife Conservation International

Wildlife Conservation International (formerly the NeworX Zoological Society) provided the funds for the
jaguar study that led to the establishment of the CocKsdasin Wildlife Sanctuary and for the reintroduction @fchd
howler monkeys into that Sanctuary. They have also providedsuppthe Community Baboon Sanctuary.
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Zoological Society of Milwaukee County
The Zoological Society of Milwaukee County provided inialpport of the establishment of the Community
Baboon Sanctuary, including funds to allow residents to dpustd and breakfast operations for overnight visitors.

Audubon Alliance

The Massachusetts Audubon Society organized the Audub@anedl which was composed of several othe
Audubon Societies in the United States, to provide theifistitutional development support to the BAS beginning ir
1985.

Earthquest Belize
Earthquest Belize supported the sea turtle patrolhiéostmmer of 1990.

United Nations Development Programme

The Global Environmental Facilities Small Grants Progeearded a grant to the BAS in 1994 to conduct a serie
of training workshops for protected areas personnel andtablesh educational centers in the BAS-managed protect:
areas.

Weeden Foundation
The Weeden Foundation has contributed $200,000 to the BAS EndoWworeht

British High Commission
In late 1994 the British High Commission donated $5,000 to sugmoddvelopment of TMNR. In 1996 they
provided the materials needed for Raleigh Internationlild a private cabin at the CBWS.

NARMAP

The Natural Resources Management Programme (NARMAR)eofJS Agency for International Development
and the World Wildlife Fund-US made a number of contrdngito the BAS. In October, 1993, they sponsored a semin
entitled “Economics of Natural Resources.”

“Belize as a country, although not facing major resource problengivel to its neighbouring countries, needs to
nevertheless equip itself in as many ways as possible with methdigls éfficient management of its natural resources. Three
of its major industries depend entirely on its resource potenftighing, tourism and agriculture.”

Under its Institutional Building Component, NARMAP provided thaSBwith three new computer units in
March 1994. In November 1994 BAS received a grant from NARMARBpgrade infrastructure and develop revenue
generating activities at Crooked Tree Wildlife Sanctuamg Guanacaste and Blue Hole National Parks. The glsmt
facilitated bringing students groups to the area and conducting @vadireness programmes. In 1996 NARMAP fund:
were granted to develop new facilities at CBWS includinkjtchen and dining room, a bunkhouse accommodating 2
persons, composting toilets, and a solar electricagésyir lights and showers.

The Nature Conservancy

Support for the initial development of Half Moon Caye Natuvedhument was obtained from The Nature
Conservancy, which has also provided funds for managerfiehe @ apir Mountain Nature Reserve through the May:s
Forest Small Grants Program, which was funded by USAID.

HIVOS Funds for BAS Advocacy Programme

The Humanitarian Institute for Cooperation with DevatgpCountries (HIVOS) provided a grant to fund the
BAS Advocacy Programme for a year beginning in September, 19@8gdal of the program is to take action to ensur
that policies set forth by the Government of Belize, eiglg with regard to land, air or water, are environtaéiy sound
and take the best interest of the Belizean peopleconesideration.

Protected Areas Conservation Trust

A grant from the Protected Areas Conservation Trust (PADpported BAS’ Public Education Campaign begur
in June 1998. The programme involves media spots aimed at edubatimgblic about protected areas in Belize, with the
intent that more Belizeans will visit these natunaas and develop a stronger appreciation for their coumatisral
resources.
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Volunteer Agencies

Raleigh International

Operation Raleigh, a British youth development charity, kiVisitor's Center in Crooked Tree Wildlife
Sanctuary in June of 1986. After an absence of ten yearat@peRaleigh, renamed Raleigh International, returned t
Belize in 1995. Raleigh venturers, including Belizeans kedron a new trail through St. Herman's Cave, Blue Naltion
Park. At Cockscomb they constructed a trail to the €udihd built new bridges. They also worked on Half Moon Cayze
building a Visitor Center and repairing the observation dadké rookery. Back again in 1996, Raleigh constructed
warden post at Tapir Mountain Nature Reserve. At Cockisdbey opened a trail to Victoria Peak and built a cabana.

Swim for the Reef

In 1985 and again in 1990 Captain Ted Martin, a British soldiansfrom St. George’s Caye to Belize City as ¢
fund-raising event of the Reef Preservation Fund. In 1991 thiedBmental Youth Club, assisted by the British Force:s
Belize, continued this tradition and swam the eleveneamalf mile distance in 8 hours in relay fashion withfihe older
children taking 40 minute laps and the 2 younger children tdldnginute laps.

Longacre Expeditions
Youths from Longacre Expeditions came to Belize in themsemof 1991. Joined by Belizean youths from
Hattieville, organized by James Sanker, they built 18 pietites for protected areas of Belize.

Lighthawk

Lighthawk is a New Mexico-based conservation airwingc&il989 they have come to Belize in the Spring to fl
over critical areas to give passengers a view of existing ysessgrom population, agriculture and development ol
protected terrestrial and marine areas. These passafgarsnclude government ministers or their representatinels
municipal leaders.

In 1994 settlement was observed very near to the southern bpwid@BWS. Land clearing was observed
within the boundary of the Bladen Branch Nature Reserve aprdied settlements were noted not too far from tr
eastern boundary of the BBNR. The experience of seestghtind the expanse of lush forest vegetation, interrupted |
its meandering rivers, was awesome and indeed educatiosmal. rBore impressive was the viewing of Victoria Peal
from an arm’s length distance.

Women on Top

From August 18 — 21, 1992, the Women on Top Expedition, four reprégestat conservation organizations in
Belize, climbed to the top of Victoria Peak. Funds ahi§®4,000) were donated to the Cockscomb Basin Wildlif
Sanctuary.

FAVA

Florida Association of Volunteer Agencies (FAVA) provideolunteer Woodard Miley, an Environmental
Administrator at Florida’s Apalachicola National EstuariResearch Reserve in the Spring of 1994 to train CTV
personnel in water quality testing and recording of reicneatand commercial fish catch.

Hike and Bike for the Rainforest
International Conservation Relief, a US non-governmentarizgtion, and Coca Cola sponsored fund-raisin
activities to support the Belize Zoo and Tapir MountainukaReserve the last weekend of October, 1994.

Belize Youth Conservation Corps

From 1991 through 1995 Belize Youth Conservation Corps (BYCGCkesoin on projects in several protected
areas. In CBWS they built or repaired several bridges, imprioa#s, cut new trails, and dug a garbage pit. At Ghdgy/t
built nesting boxes for birds, roosting boxes for batgjeraanging baskets for orchids, constructed a self-guidéd tre
cleaned in preparation for the opening of the Visitor Gersted repaired the steps leading down to the Belize Rive
Recreation Center. At HMCNM they cleaned the beachtlaadleared trails.

Environmental Youth Groups
Youth Environmental Action Group (YEAP) was formed in Sase) Succotz. They assisted the BAS with tour:
of the Guanacaste National Park during the 1989 Agriculturair-Belmopan. BAS sponsored a workshop for YEAP in
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August of 1989 on “The Role of NGO's in Environmental Consermaiducation.” YEAP takes field trips to various
protected areas in Belize. April 9 — 17, 1996, found them diighbd the highest point in Belize, which is not Victoria
Peak as originally thought, but Doyle’s Delight on the Mainid&vof the Maya Mountains 35 miles southwest of
Victoria Peak.

The Naturalist Club from Orange Walk.

The Belmopan Comprehensive School Conservation Club is catlederss Encouraging Environmental
Development (SEED) March 19, 1994, 21 club members conductedrangleampaign at Guanacaste National Park
They also painted signs for Half Moon Caye Natural Momime

Corporate Sponsorship

A campaign to gain corporate sponsorship was begun in 1990 thwedollowing letter was sent to Belize's
foremost corporations.

Dear Corporate Friends,

From its humble origin nearly twenty years ago, the Belize Audubortpd@s grown into a giant among
conservation organizations in Belize today. The founding members oftieeySeome of whom are still active, have seen BAS
evolve from a small membership club dedicated to the preservatiBaligé’s rich natural heritage to an internationally-
known force and role model for several Latin American non-goveralr@ganizations concerned with environmental issues.

In 1984, BAS was deputized by the Government of Belize to work atbrtgerForestry Department to develop and
operated protected areas designated under the National Parks Systefrl881.0Since that time BAS has capably served as
interim managers of Belize’'s ever-growing number of protected avéagpresently have 14 people engaged in the protection
of six parks.

The Government has made it quite clear that they are not yetabigect any operational funds into these parks.
Fortunately, BAS has managed to successfully secure funds femseas conservation organizations, among the World
Wildlife Fund and the MacArthur, Wild Wings and Underhill Foundations.riibeies received from these groups are invested
directly into the parks for the benefit of all Belizeans and BAiSageno financial benefits from these arrangements.

In late 1984 BAS was able to secure funds for institutional devetdphae allowed us to establish an office in Belize
City with a nucleus staff of four paid personnel, two of whom are jpagt-Regrettably, this source of funding has dried up
and we will no longer be able to maintain our staff and officdamt continued financial assistance. Moreover, the
Government of Belize is still not ready to take on the maregeoh our national parks.

With a most noticeable increase in the number of nature-loving teuitisé not in Belize's best interest to have the
park infrastructure, developed so far, destroyed. Without finansigdport we will also be unable to continue our
environmental education programmes for all Belizeans, maintain the Bra8/Iand provide the information on wild animals
and plants that the increasing number of visitors, both local arelghn, to our office has been requesting. BAS is therefore
appealing to you to contribute as a gold donor to a special fund we ds@blished to cover our administrative costs. We
estimate we need $50,000 per annum. Your contribution will be tctilde. (Letter to corporations from Victor Gonzalez,
BAS President, 1990)

As a result of this appeal, ten sponsors were obtained:

Gold Donors

Belize Bank Ltd.
Sidney Turton

Silver Donor
Esso Standard Oil Ltd.

Bronze Donor
Ayuso & Sons Ltd.

Patrons

The Angelus Press Ltd.
Barclays Bank PLC
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Hofius Ltd.

G.A. Roe & Sons (Insurance Services Ltd)
Augusto Quan & Company

G. & G. Young

For the past ten years the BAS has continued to recogitorate sponsors and currently has several corpore
sponsors who have been very generous in their support of catiseriwn Belize.

Co-sponsorsof BirdFest 1998 and Platinum Sponsors:
Radisson Fort George

Bowen & Bowen Ltd

American Airlines

Continental Airlines

Taca Airlines/Belize Global

Other BirdFest Co-sponsors:

The Zoological Society of Milwaukee County
Birds without Borders

The Belize Tourist Board

Platinum Sponsorship:
LOVE FM

Silver Sponsorship:

Caribbean Tobacco & The Belize Glass Shop
Benny’s Homecenter

W. H. Courtenay & Co.

Bronze Sponsorship:
The Belize Marketing Board
Glenn D. Godfrey and Co. & Offshore Center

Patron:

Development Finance Corporation
Bank of Nova Scotia

Barclays Bank, PLC

Belize Sugar Industries Ltd.

Associated Engineering Services (AES)

Friends to the Parks

The Friends to the Parks program was started in 1995, dedebypVSO Volunteer Diane Houtzager. It allows
members of BAS to directly support one or all of the BASnaged parks.

International Partners

John and Barbara Anderson
Audubon Camp in the West
James Baird

Barry Clark Productions

Bergen County Audubon Society
David Bobroff

Calgary Rainforest Action Group
Caligo Ventures, Inc.

Laura Callahan

Dr. Archie Carr Il

Center for the Study of Tropical Birds
Mrs. Catherine Chaney
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Consortium for Belizean Development, Inc.
William Cross

Megan Crowley

Detroit Audubon Society

Harriet B. Dickson

Mr. & Mrs. R.W. Duemling

Florida Audubon Society

Louise L. Foster

John W. Freadhoff

GEO (Tropical Rainforest Project)

Hal V. Haltom

Col. M.C. Hastings

Hawk Mountain Sanctuary

Howlers Forever/Community Conservation Consultants
C.L. Ingles

International Expeditions, Inc.

Island Expeditions Co.

Jaguar Cars, U.K.

Dr. Douglas James

Clyde E. Johnson

Mrs. Mary E. Kemmerer

Gary Larson

Ron and Kathy Larson

Lighthawk International

Lincoln Park Zoo

Longacre Expeditions

John T. & Catherine D. MacArthur Foundation
Marion Sandercock Trust

Massachusetts Audubon Society & The Audubon Alliance
Mr. & Mrs. John Mattil

Timothy J. McCarthy

Metropolitan Federal Bank

Mitsubishi Co. Of Cypress, California
National Audubon Society

New York Zoological Society/The Wildlife Conservation Sagi
David Nichols

Northwest Illinois Audubon Society
Pennsylvania Audubon Society

W.B. Perkins

John Polisar

Betsy Rogers

James Roth

Mary Stiner

Mrs. Joanna Sturm

John & Eunice Sutphen

Mrs. Catherine Sweeny

Byron Swift

The Bronx Zoo

The Greenstone Foundation

The Nature Conservancy

The Tropical Flora and Fauna Preservation Society
The Weeden Foundation

Thomas K. Todsen

U.S. Agency for International Development
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U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

United States Peace Corps

University for Peace

University of Montana

Victor Emmanuel Nature Tours

E. Melanie Watt

Jill C. Weinstein

Wild Wings/Underhill Foundation

World Conservation Union (IUCN)
World Parks Endowment

Worldwide Fund for Nature International
World Wildlife Fund-U.S.

Zoological Saociety of Milwaukee County

Local Partners

Angelus Press Ltd.

Atlantic Insurance Co. Ltd.

Bank of Nova Scotia

Barclays Bank P.L.C.

Belize Aggressor

Belize Bank Ltd.

Belize Biltmore Plaza Hotel
Belize Defense Force

Belize Global Travel Services Ltd.
Belize Mesoamerica Ltd.

Belize River Lodge

Belize Tourist Board

Belize Travel Adventures Ltd.
Belize Zoo and Tropical Education Center
James & Dorothy Beveridge
Frank Bounting

British Forces Belize
Caribbean Tobacco Co., Ltd.
Chateau Caribbean Hotel
Cisco Construction Ltd.
Coral Cay Expeditions

Ms. Gloria Edwards

Esso Standard Oil Ltd.
Eurocaribe Shipping Services Ltd.
Dr. Victor Gonzalez
Government of Belize
Graphics One

Great Belize Productions Ltd.
Hofius Ltd.

Peter Hughes

Judy Lumb

Macmillan Bros., Ltd.
Captain Ted Martin

Ellen McRae

Bruce & Carolyn Miller

Matthew Miller (Monkey Bay Wildlife Sanctuary)

Northern Fisherman Cooperative Society
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Pebco Belize Ltd.

Pelican Beach Resort

Programme for Belize

Augusto Quan & Co.

Ramada Royal Reef Hotel & Marina
Tony Rath-Naturalight Photography
Gail Robinson

G.A. Roe and Sons (Insurance Services) Ltd.
Rotary Club Corozal

S & L Travel

Sasha Airlines

Seaing is Belizing

Mrs. Jean Shaw

Shell Belize Ltd.

Texaco Belize Ltd.

Sydney Turton

Women on Top

G & G Young

Mr. & Mrs. W. Ford Young

Thanks to our Board Members

On the occasion of our 30th anniversary, we would likeettord our thanks to the following members who
served on our Board of Directors. As volunteers, thgyelaetremendously in making BAS what it is today.

Directors

Lisel Alamilla
Oscar Ayuso

L.C. Balderamos
Philip Balderamos
Jose Bautista
Wade Bevier
Rodolfo Burgos

J. Charnock Wilson
AnselmoCastaneda
Marion Cayetano
Ronald Clark

Alice M. (Meg) Craig
David Craig

L.J. Cuellar

James M. Currie
Flor David

L.E. Dieckman, S.J.
Ramiro Duran

H.C. Fairweather
Jose Garcia

Janet Gibson
Ellajean Gillett

Dr. Victor Gongora
Kevin Gonzales

Dr. Victor Gonzalez
Albert S. Grant
Earl Green
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Sylvano Guerro
Magnus Halcrow
Norris Hall

William Hasse
Col. M.C. Hastings
Sister Joan Hickey, RSM
Michael Huesner
Luz Hunter

C.L. Ingles

Sister Marion Joseph, RSM
Lita Krohn

Homer Leslie
Louis Lindo

John Link

Jude Lizama
Joseph Loskot
D.E.G. Malone
Eric Marin

Dr. Cardo Martinez
Sharon Matola
Shelly Matus
Shelly McCrary
Melanie McField
John McGarity
Barbara McLeod
Martin Meadows
Winston Miller
Beaveau B. Nalle
D.K. Ness

Lou Nicolait
Russel Norris
Humberto Paredes
Therese Rath
Ernest Raymond
Lombardo Riverol
Dean Roches

Gil Rosado

Carlos Santos

Dr. Peter Schmidt
Jean Shaw

Albert Staine
Norman Staines
Paul Szabo

Roger Taylor

Sam Tillett

Kenny Tromm
Edward Turton

J. Gonzalo Vasquez
Seymour Vernon
James A. Waight
Lydia Waight

Leo Weber, S.J.
Karen Weir

Diane Weyer
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Dora Weyer
Charles A. Woods
W. Ford Young

Trustees

Barry Bowen
Jose Garcia
Anthony Flynn
Michael Jenkins
Dr. Mary Pearl
Dean Roches
Osmany Salas
Jean Shaw

A Gallery of BAS Leaders [a series of pictures]

Presidents
James A. Waight (1969-1986)
Dr. Victor Gonzalez (1986-1990)
Janet Gibson (1990-91)
Philip Balderamos (1991-1992)
Therese Rath (1992-1995)
Jose Garcia (1995-present)

Executive Directors
Walter (Mickey) Craig (1985-1989)
Dolores Godfrey (1990-1993)
Virginia Vasquez (1993-1995)
Theodore Castillo (1995-1997)
Osmany Salas (1997-present)
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July

November
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January
February

April
November
December

May
October
December

Chapter 8
Timeline of Events

1969 Belize Audubon Society
BAS Bulletin published
First BAS protected area management projectatfifMoon Caye

1970 First BAS Christmas Bird Count (Belizg @iea)
First Annual General Meeting
Visit of Canadian Audubon Society,
First Checklist of the Birds of Belize
1971 Firstresearch in Crooked Tree
First radio spot (Audubon Weekly)

1973 Guanacaste Park declared a Crown Reserve
Belize Audubon becomes an independent Society
Jabiru added to Wildlife Protection Ordinance

1975 Second BAS Christmas Bird Count area (Bethopa

1977 Seven mangrove cayes made Crown Reserve BitchBes
1981  Wildlife Protection Act enacted
National Parks Systems Acts enacted

1982 Half Moon Caye Natural Monument (HMCNM) esdiald

1983 David Craig attends International Whaling Comunissi

1984 Crooked Tree Wildlife Sanctuary (CTWS) estedalis
Wild Wings/Underhill Foundation funds CTWS
Cockscomb Basin made a Forest Reserve and "no hunting" area
BAS authorized to manage GOB reserves
Crane Game Ranch proposed
1985 BAS opens office funded by Massachusetts AuQdoisty
Community Baboon Sanctuary (CBS) established
First Peace Corps Volunteer in BAS Office
World Wildlife Fund (US Mission) visits Cockscomb
Operation Raleigh in Crooked Tree Village
Ted Martin swims for the reef, opens R&eservation Fund

1986 MacArthur Foundation grant supports protected ar
Belize National Conservation Conference
Cockscomb Basin Wildlife Sanctuary (CBWS) established
BAS becomes member of IUCN
Society Hall Nature Reserve established
Blue Hole National Park (BHNP) established
1987 Hol Chan Marine Reserve (HCMR) established
Funding received from WWF-US for CBWS
Zoological Society of Milwaukee County funds CBS
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July
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1988 Prince Phillip visits CBWS
Lighthawk "Wings of Conservation” fly over reserves
BAS hosts first General Assembly of Cemrakrican Conservation NGO's

1989 Opening of Community Baboon Sanctuary Museum

1990 BAS Office moves to 29 Regent Street
Guanacaste Park receives National Park status
Bladen Nature Reserve established
Osmany Salas joins BAS staff as ProtectedsAkanager
Visit of Mrs. Kathryn Fuller, President WWF-US
CBWS expanded to 102,000 acres
Cayo Audubon chapter formed
1991 June Neal appointed first Environmental Educatoriafgzb
BAS attends National Audubon Society's Biennial ComwenEstes Park, Colorado
BAS coordinates Belize Summiton Environment anelDement
1992 Protected Areas Manager attends World Cormgrééstional Parks and Protected Areas
Tenth anniversary of the Half Moon Caye Naturahioent
Howler Monkey translocation from CBS to CBWS ing
United Nations Conference on the Environment (Earth Summi
Virginia Vasquez appointed Executive Director
1993 WWEF-US President, Chairman and Board memis#r €B8WS
New Visitor Center opened at CBWS
Visit of Mrs. Adele Simmons, President, MacArthwundation
Valdemar Andrade appointed Environmental Educator
BAS Office moves to 12 Fort Street
First National Symposium on the State of the @&iwironment
BAS accepts Regional Vice-Chair for CeAnadrica
IUCN Commission on National Parks and Protecte@#\re
Seminar on Economics of Natural Resources
1994 Placencia Chapter formed
Opening of Silver Anniversary Celebrations
Eco-Fest
Educational Center opened at Guanacaste NaRarial
25th Annual General Meeting
BAS new manager of Shipstern Nature Reserve
Society Hall renamed Tapir Mountain Nature Reserve
BAS mans guard post at BHNP
IUCN Regional Mesoamerican Committee meeBelize
BAS signs agreement with Christian Environmegadciation

1995 Toledo Environmental Conservation Carnivaltedtia

Friend to the Parks program initiated
Entry fees instituted for BAS-managed proteatreads
Raleigh International venturers work at BHNP, BMM, CBWS
Ted Castillo appointed Executive Director
Clara Cuellar appointed first Environmental Edocatioordinator

Environmental Conservation Carnival to Corozal
Protected Areas Conservation Trust established
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Environmental Conservation Carnival to Tapir ManrNature Reserve
Government, Forest Department and BAS sign kistgreement

1996 Ato Z of Belizean Wildlife 2nd edition launched
Raleigh venturers at Tapir Mountain & CBWS
CTWS Visitor Center opened
BHNP Visitor Center opened
Michael Somerville appointed Environmental Educatiornrdiaator
Turtle Week Exhibition
Inauguration of new CBWS facilities
BAS represented at IUCN Congress in Canada
BAS Awareness Week
BAS secretary Lydia Waight honored
100 Birds of Belize and TMNR Manual launched
Belize Barrier Reef Declared World Hget&ite
1997 Coastal Treasures of Belize launched
Cockscomb Basin Wildlife Sanctuary book launched
TMNR Community Resource Center opened
Lamanai Room Declaration
Trekforce builds new pier for HMCNM
CTWS Interpretive Boardwalk opened
Osmany Salas returns as Executive Director
BHNP RARE Trail opened
1998 CTWS designated RAMSAR wetland
CTWS Observation Tower opened
Valdemar Andrade returns as first Advocacy Coordmat
BAS Agenda for the 2Century launched
Public Education Campaign launched
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